WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 5: 22-23

[22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
[23] gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Almighty God, “our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise.” Pour out from us the fruit of your Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness/mercy, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness/humility, and self-control. Send us as your ambassadors this day in the Power of your Spirit!  Hear our prayers this day for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and the desire to read on J)

Paul had spoken about the ‘works’, the ‘toil’ of the flesh, what we have to work at, what we have to persevere in, what we have to practice, what we have to drill ourselves, how to spend our lives. This is the life of the flesh, and this is how to live within the sphere of the ‘flesh.’

But now when it comes to the life in the Spirit, Paul speaks about the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit. Wow! What a difference between the flesh and the spirit! In the sphere of the flesh it is a working out, in the sphere of the spirit it is a pouring out!! 

Let’s think about the sphere of the flesh: Ever since I was seven years old, I wanted to become proficient in tennis (still working on this goal, however!!). Through the years I hit thousands and thousands of tennis balls against backboards, garage doors, church walls, opponents, MY DAD!!  But over those years of drilling and drilling, of shot after shot after shot, I reached a place where my backspin strokes would not ‘float’ but would stay low and crisp. It has been a LOOONNNGGG time since I last hit a tennis shot, but I can still stroke a backspin backhand or forehand if I step out on the court. (My KNEE may go out, and I may drool on the court, but I will be able to hit the backhand with a hummer of a spin if the guy will hit it within three feet of me!!)

Aristotle will speak to being drilled in the virtues in order to make a virtuous person. One must drill in the virtues, working at it day after day. Practice can almost make perfect! So when a young person would talk to me about becoming better at tennis, I could say, “You really have to work at it, even while you enjoy it.”

See how Paul speaks to the ‘works’, the ‘drilling’ of the flesh. And this is part of his point then about the works of the flesh with its 15 words. These aren’t one time occurrences, but rather, it is what people are pursuing, practicing, honing as a technique for life!

BY CONTRAST then, Paul speaks to the ‘fruit’ of the Spirit!!

Now I have a yearly opportunity to understand the power of this phrase if I drive through the northern portion of the Shenandoah Valley through the magnificent apple orchards. And I immediately think of Lutheran families, like the Snapps, who have acres of these apple trees. You come over the hill and you see nothing but red! You might see an occasional branch, but no green from the leaves! The trees are totally red! They are hanging over like huge red grape clusters, twenty feet high, sagging to the ground!

This is the fruit of the Spirit!! Now with the apple trees there was no training, no pep talks, no drilling, no working at it.....IN FACT....there was a PRUNING BACK!!!! The fruit just seems to actually POUR OUT of the tree!! You can’t keep the tree from producing it!!  The fruit is in the very nature of being the tree. The only way you keep fruit from coming is by intentionally going to the root of the tree, to the core of the tree and doing something to change the tree!  (Yes, I DO know that the Snapps work awfully hard at it, but I don’t think the trees do. I think the trees just be trees. I also think the Spirit works awfully hard as well on us!! Ps 1: “They are like trees transplanted by streams of water that produce their fruit in due season, whose leaves never wither.”)

Paul’s point is that the Law does not need to be spoken to one who is gushing the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness/mercy, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness/humility, self-control.

The interesting thing about the Greek here is that it literally says: “The fruit of the Spirit IS [it is singular] love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. This is the apple of the Spirit when you try to describe it to someone!! You don’t work at being this; this is how you describe someone in the Spirit!

But I must confess to you that these two verses only confirm my awareness of how OUT OF THE SPIRIT my life seems to be day to day!!  There are many times in my day where I am NOT gushing out love, joy, peace, generosity, etc!!  And in those times, the Law DOES help me by asking me when I cannot ‘gush’ to at least ‘drill’ at the virtues to keep myself in check! (Maybe even to becoming proficient at ‘backspinning’ from what brings pain and suffering to others in my seeking to be less selfish!)

Down here in Virginia we sometimes have these dogwood trees that have both pink and white blossoms. They are all mixed together in this gorgeous display of blossoms in the spring. But if you go down to the trunk, you discover that someone planted two trees when they were young twigs side by side. They have grown together over the years.

The Spirit pours forth from the saint!  The sinner needs to drill and practice! Since I am 100% of both, I pray for the fruit of the Spirit and lament the need and repent of the need for practice!

COME HOLY SPRIIT!!! I am going to live this day totally in the sphere of the Spirit because..........aw, RATS!!!........anybody see my racquet?

