WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**
TEXT FOR TODAY:  GALATIANS 5:24

[24] And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, here I am in the flesh!! How hard it is for me to crucify it! I give thanks in my baptism you crushed its head so that the life of the Spirit might speak, call, assure, and send me as your very own. Forgive my sin this day; send me as your ambassador to listen with interest and compassion and to speak with gospel joy your Name to others. Hear my prayer this day for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)
‘And those who are of Jesus Christ have crucified the flesh with these passions/desires and these lusts.’

The list of 15 works of the flesh helps to remind me of  the wide scope of all of these ‘passions’, ‘desires’, ‘lusts’, and what I ‘covet’ and ‘long for.’

Though I quickly think of sexual lusts when I hear “works of the flesh”, once again, it is the ‘passions’ and what I ‘long for’ that can be the most subtle.’  As I find myself involved in the midst of factions, quarrels, anger, strife, I may need to crucify what is flesh from what is of the Spirit!

I must be careful because what I ‘long for’ or am ‘passionate’ about may not be purely of the Spirit, but may also have remnants of the flesh.

This is why I am drawn to Luther’s continual allusions to my being sinner and saint. It is why I continue to hold before me that I constantly find myself seeking my own security, satiation, welfare, self-interests, self-esteem, reputation, self-honor, even while being about the most noble of  and saintly causes!!

I am not so sure that I can truly ‘crucify’ the passions and lusts of my flesh!!

Knowing my heart as little as I truly do, I still find myself each day needing to be rescued once again from my sinful words and deeds while praying ever and again, ‘send me as your ambassador, Lord.’

I pray in this clash of Spirit over flesh in the hearing of the gospel and the receiving of the sacraments that I am becoming what Christ would have me become, but I know that its final completion will only be when the flesh is truly dead, a molding in the grave and my concern about my name is being worn down and blown away from the headstone by the wind and the only Name that lasts will call me by name to rise and sing and live forever in the Spirit.

For today, then, I begin in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I seek to live this day for the glory of that holy Name. And as our Lord poured out his life so that I might have life, so I will seek to pour out my life for those around me and those distant from me. At the very least, I hope to speak my Lord’s name not in vain, but in the Spirit to another this day.

