WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:1

[1]  Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Look to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: ”Almighty God, we give thanks to you that you safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with your mighty power and grant that this day that we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger. But that all our doings being ordered by your governance may be righteous in your sight.” Send us as your ambassadors this day! Hear our prayers for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Brothers!” Ok, let’s make that ‘sisters and brothers’, those of the Christian community!

If a man [if anyone] is caught or found or discovered in a transgression or a mis-step, let those who are of the Spirit, let those who are Spiritual restore this one in a spirit of gentleness or humility.”

I don’t believe this verse has to do with a rare and despicable sin, but an awareness of the ongoing need for all of us to be forgiven for our ongoing transgressions and sins. Just as Matthew 18:15-18 is a discussion about dealing with transgressions within the community of the church, so this verse speaks to the community’s dealing with transgressions within the community.

And the verse does not speak about ‘casting out’ or ‘judgment and exclusion’, but rather about those in the Spirit restoring the one in a spirit of  humility and gentleness.

It is about setting one free from one’s mis-step within the community.

The verb ‘to restore’ is the same verb that is used to describe the disciples ‘mending’ their nets. There is the idea of restoring in the sense of mending, of making right. It is a desire to restore the hole made by the transgression by retying, re-binding the broken piece back into the net.

This is not a question about leadership of the community; it is about restoration to the life of the community. It is not the community’s expectation in a leader of being a model for the community, but of restoring one in gentleness or with humility to the community itself.

“See to it that you yourself are not tempted [with the very same transgression!].”

Notice that the first ‘you’ that has to do with restoration was in the plural, speaking to the whole community of those who are of the Spirit. The whole community should be about bringing restoration for each transgression.

When it comes to an awareness of the pervasiveness of transgression and sin, the admonition becomes personally singular, “See to it that YOU [singular] are not also tempted!!”

In the midst of ‘living in the Spirit and being guided by the Spirit’ is the ongoing awareness of sin and transgression as part of our living as well!!

A part of loving our neighbor as ourselves is seeking to restore in a spirit of gentleness those who are caught in a transgression while also in humility recognizing all of my daily temptations.

The chapter that begins dealing with transgression will conclude around a discussion about the cross. It is also where all of us in the flesh will find their common humanity, which is giving thanks to God the Father and God’s only Son who gave himself away for our sin by dying on the cross to set us free in the power of the Holy Spirit.

