WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 5:19-21

[19] Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 
[20] idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, 
[21] envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, help me to cling to your works and faithfulness, and let me not count upon my works and faithfulness. Help me see the mystery, joy, love, and faithfulness within in the manger, upon the cross, from the empty tomb. Help me to live for your glory and not for mine. Let me look to see your face in my neighbor, colleague, spouse, and child in the hope that I may be your reflection for them. Send me this day as your Ambassador. Hear my prayers this day for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul now speaks to the works of the flesh, how they are manifested.

He uses three words dealing with sexual connotations, two with idolatry and the occult, two with partying, but EIGHT dealing with community division!! 

First, let us note all the other juicy ‘lists’ given in the New Testament: Mark 7:21-22, “fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy slander, pride, folly.” Romans 1:29-31, “wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, deceit craftiness, gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.” I Cor 6:9-10, “fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers.” 2 Cor. 12:20, “quarreling, jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, disorder.”

Now let’s go through these words:

The first three Greek words mean, ‘sexual immortality, impurity, impure motives, indecency, vice’.

The next two deal with idolatry and witchcraft/sorcery, missing the mark in the worship of God.

The last two deal with drunkenness and carousing/orgies.

These three groups of words we would usually INSTANTLY think of when speaking to the works of the flesh!!

But so often we FAIL to regard the following as a part of the works of flesh: “hostility, hatred, ill will, strife, selfish rivalry, fighting, quarreling, zeal, jealousy, anger, rage, fury, selfishness, selfish rivalry, selfish ambition, division, dissension, faction, false party, envy, and spite.”

Perhaps Paul uses 8 words in the list because of the division happening within the communities of Galatia!

Richard Hays writes a very good insight in exegesis:

“The NIV’s translation in vs. 21, ‘those who live like this,’ is an attempt to render the linear aspect of the present participle ‘prassontes’; it refers to continuing action over time, not to a single violation. Paul is not saying, for example, that a single outburst of anger will result in exclusion from the kingdom of God.” [The New Interpreter’s Bible. Galatians. P. 327.]

It is the work of the flesh that continues, persists, is fueled over and over, is practiced, fostered that is far from bringing the joy of the kingdom.

 “All right, then!” says Paul, “you like talking about works, what WE do, let’s talk about our works. You want to talk about circumcision, that cut in the flesh? Let’s talk about our flesh! Take a look at my list here and notice the seven in the center of the list. They have to do with hostility, selfish rivalry, zeal, anger, selfishness or selfish ambition, division, false religious party. Notice how all seven can have everything to do with MY religious works! Isn’t this what we have become ever since the missionaries came?! But zeal from a false religious party, anger over a selfish ambition, hostility from a division from selfish rivalry is NO better than acts of ribald fornication or drunken carousing; it is in the same company not of holy religious works but works of the flesh! Religious zeal based upon a false gospel of works will not bring the joy of the kingdom to your community or lives!! Rather it leads to a life among the works of the flesh than can far too often be about my own selfishness rather than God’s glory or my neighbor’s need.”

The center of the list is ‘zeal’ flanked by selfishness, anger, and selfish rivalry. How often I am tempted to bring my understanding of God to that center of MY selfish zeal. What I may find at the center of this list in my zeal, is the God of my flesh. And rather than being flanked by all the heavenly hosts, I may really be flanked by what is most base in the flesh, closer to idolatry, sorcery, impurity, and being truly out of control.

