WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

This will be the last installment of Bishop Mauney’s Bible Study for 2006.  Join us on Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:17-18

[17] Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 
[18] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Almighty God, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, and control our wills so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to your glory and the welfare of your people.” Send us as your ambassador this day! Hear our prayers for ______________________. Amen.

(prayer for ‘Self-Dedication’-LBW)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)
“From now on let no one make trouble for me, for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.”

“Let no one make further hardship for me.”

Remember that Paul said in 5:11, “Why am I still being persecuted if I am still preaching circumcision?”

It was Paul who had brought the gospel to the Galatians, and now was having to address from a distance those who had challenged his apostleship and understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my  body”

We remember that in II Corinthians Paul speaks to his ‘marks’: “Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked.”

It was not only that he had the ‘marks’, it was also that carrying ‘marks’ was for Paul what it meant to follow Jesus. II Cor. 4: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.”

And the Greek word, ‘stigmata’, can mean ‘mark’ or ‘scar.’ It can also be a ‘brand indicating ownership to a particular person.’ Slaves in Paul’s day could be marked with an owner’s brand to indicate whose they belonged to.

“Don’t make trouble for me for I am a servant of Christ.”


”May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen”

Grace is how Paul began this letter, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“May that grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, and not with your flesh!”

The letter began with hard words about astonishment at their abandoning the gospel he had proclaimed to them. After his words and arguments and his appeal to them, he closes with a word of affection with his brothers, and since this is the NRSV translation, sisters too. They are family because they are all baptized children of God, the offspring lives in them.

The closing is more than politeness, it is affection as the one who is in the pains of childbirth until Christ be born in them!

It is the words of one who is grateful to God for their partnership in the Church.

It is the hope of one who desires for them the freedom that comes in Christ.

I am VERY grateful for your reading along with me in this letter of the Galatians. I am looking forward to the coming year of Reading Through the Bible with you and reading the introductions of our theologians from around the Virginia Synod!

I pray for you a most joyous season of Christmas! I give thanks for the partnership we have in the Church! 

We will take a break over the holy days, and we will begin again the first Tuesday in January 2007!!

“Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old slavery of our sin: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” Amen.

(prayer for ‘The Nativity of our Lord’ -LBW

