WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 2: 15-16
[15] We ourselves, who are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, 
[16] yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, not to us, but to your Name give the glory. Lord Jesus, not by our works, but by your emptying yourself, birth, life among us, suffering and death, resurrection, ascension, your being the right arm of God, and your coming again. Lord Jesus, not by who I am, but through my baptism knowing whose I am. Lord Jesus, not because I am worthy or attractive, but because your love has made me worthy and attractive; you have made me your own; You have said to me time and time again in Word and Sacrament, ‘for you, my child’, this is my life given ‘for you.’ Grant that this day in the joy of knowing your regard for me, I might live this day ‘for you.’ Send me as your ambassador, eager to share your life and regard for my/your children, my spouse/your child, my neighbor/your child, my colleague/your child. Into your hands, all of us will one day rest, Lord Jesus. This day, work through my hands so that I might be your light.  Hear my prayers this day for ______________________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“We are Jews by birth and not from Gentile sinners yet we know that a man/person is not justified from works of the law but only on account of the faith of Jesus Christ, and we have believed in Jesus Christ in order that we might be justified from the faith of Christ and not from works of the law, because from the works of the law not one thing of flesh is justified.”
Now in a very similar way to how Paul has spoken to his calling, he also speaks to the source of his life.

Paul did not receive his faith from another human, he received it as a revelation of Jesus Christ. In much the same way, in these verses Paul states that one is made right with God not because of human faithfulness, but because of divine faithfulness.

Salvation does not depend upon birth, one of the chosen of Israel, or by works of the law, one of the truly pure or righteous. No one has a ‘right’ to claim upon God, “I am one of your chosen people, you HAVE to take me in no matter what!!” “I have lived a good life, you HAVE to take me in!” Rather, ALL have fallen short of the glory of God!!

So we see in these verses that being ‘justified’, ‘becoming righteous’, ‘being brought into a right relationship with God’ is not a human ability or privilege by human birth or by human accomplishment. Salvation is a divine gift or better, a divine rescue!

Justification by grace through faith is about God coming after us, coming down for us, coming after us, coming upon us. Being brought into a right relationship with God is God’s doing! Forgiveness comes from God to one who has opposed the coming of God’s kingdom, to one who according to Romans 5 has been a “sinner, ungodly, an enemy of God!”
Remember the pictures of New Orleans? Faith is standing on your roof with flood waters rising and around you, with death and chaos all about you, putting all your trust in the man hung up in rope coming down to rescue you from above by one who hovers over you . A rescue is about my trusting in the ropes that have been put around me that are now lifting me; my rescue is about my hearing the comforting words of the one who is tethering me to himself and to the one above with knots that will not slip, cause left to my boy scout memories of MY knot tying, I will too quickly slip into the sea if I insist upon tying that knot!!
Salvation is not upon something I deserve, earn, accomplish, or have by right. Salvation is about the favor, regard, love, grace, determinedness of God to make us God’s own. Salvation is not what I do on my two feet! Salvation is what God does on a cross with nailed feet.
If salvation is up to me or my performance, I will never be sure of my faithfulness; if it was good enough. If salvation is God’s Word and action, I am a fool not to believe that God’s Word is enough.

And this is what I have learned in reading Martin Luther as he then speaks to justification and to the power and efficacy of the sacraments. The great sin of baptism and Holy Communion is not trusting that what Christ declares in the sacrament, ‘for you’, is true! It is not trusting that Christ is worthy of trust!

“No one has ever seen God; it is the Son, the one close to the Father’s heart who has made Him known.” [John 1:18] Faith is believing that Jesus Christ reveals the trustworthiness of God even in the midst of our toughest storms.

So I live my life not upon my strong regard for God, but upon God’s strong regard for me. When all is completely right in my relationship with God, I also live upon my strong regard for God. But too soon [maybe one second as I begin to think about it!], I begin to live for myself and not for God; I begin to seek for God to orbit around me as well as the world and all my loved ones. Soon there is guilt and shame coming into the mix along with pride and fear. HERE is where ‘for you’ from the divine desires to be declared to you again and again, to restore you, to ransom you from sin and death, to heal you, to lift you up, to welcome you home, to proclaim there is a better way, to assure you that nothing shall separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus. And I am my own worst enemy! For if I continue to live upon my regard for God, I am doomed; if I trust the tethers of God ‘for you’, I live upon the regard of God for me.

My works, my faith, my heritage, my word are just not trustworthy enough; God’s Word in Jesus Christ, ‘for you’ IS trustworthy! 
‘And we have believed in Jesus Christ in order that we might be brought into the right relationship with God where we trust that God’s grace and regard ‘made flesh through manger, cross, and empty tomb’ has made us God’s own.’
