WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 2: 17-19
[17] But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! 
[18] But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. 
[19] For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in my baptism you joined me to your death and resurrection so that I might have life and have it abundantly! Help me to discern serving in your name as your ambassador in ways that brings your promises and does not build walls, that brings a comforting ‘for you’ to all whose lives seem to be experiencing God as saying, ‘Not for you.’  Hear my prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

What a treat we had this afternoon! We had Dr. David Rhoads, the professor of New Testament at the Lutheran Seminary at Chicago present the Letter to the Galatians at this year’s Power in the Spirit. To about 300 folks, he made the letter come alive as if Paul were actually speaking it to the Christians in Galatia! You could hear the pathos and the power of the letter in his presentation! We have an outstanding Power in the Spirit this year with inspirational speakers and presenters and a number of tremendous workshop offerings!!
I will try to hold on to that passion of Dr. Rhoads, as well as continue to us Dr. Richard Hays, Dr. Cousar, and Dr. Martin Luther in the commentaries that I am using.

“But if in our effort to be justified we are found to be sinners, does this make Christ the servant of sin?”

“And if in our seeking to be righteous in Christ we are also found to be sinners,  [is] Christ also a servant of sin?”

In light of the previous part of the letter where Paul confronts Peter about eating with Gentile sinners and then pulling away out of fear of the group from James, I can see an interpretation of these verses that has to do with Paul continuing his point made earlier in chapter 2.  In his calling to the Gentiles Paul has proclaimed Jesus Christ as the promise of God WITHOUT any part of the Jewish Law as essential to one’s salvation. In his missionary journeys Paul has joined in table fellowship with Gentiles, with unclean Gentiles. He has eaten OUTSIDE of the Law; he has broken the Law; he has been a sinner in the sight of the Law. But he has also in Christ sought to welcome Gentiles, sought to be all things for those for whom Christ died and sent Paul as his ambassador. Just as Peter was sent to the Jews, so Paul was sent by Christ to the Gentiles/nations, the Gentile sinners outside of the Law.

So when the group from James and the church of Jerusalem came to Antioch and found Peter eating with Gentile sinners OUTSIDE of the Law, Peter left his ‘sinning’ [eating with Gentiles] and returned to being ‘righteous’ under the Law [not eating with Gentile sinners].

“And if in our seeking to be righteous IN CHRIST [and not righteous in the Law], if in our eating with Gentiles [to reach them in the welcoming gospel of Christ] we are found to be sinners [in the eyes of the Law], does this make Christ the waiter/sinner of sin? (This is the word [waiter] that one scholar uses here to make his point about the issue of eating!)

“Certainly not!” Jesus is not the CAUSE of the division by those inside and outside the Law; Jesus in Ephesians will be seen as the CAUSE of the breaking down of the WALL/hostility that stands between Jew and Gentile. Jesus isn’t what separates us from God, from the will of God.

“For if I build up again that which I tore down, I show my disobedience.” This is not only about Paul’s actions, it can also be about Peter’s actions too!  Peter had torn down the Law’s requirements as he ate with Gentiles. Then the faction from James came down from Jerusalem, and Peter built up the separating wall again and would not eat with Gentiles. He showed his disobedience to the Law AND Paul is saying he also showed his disobedience to Christ in NOT eating and sharing a welcoming fellowship with the Gentiles. But Paul too, I believe, is saying to the Christians in Galatia who were freed in the promises of the gospel but now are being tempted to return to the Jewish Law as a requirement for salvation as well, ‘if we build up again the Jewish Law’s requirement after we had torn it down for freedom in the gospel of Jesus Christ’, we demonstrate our disobedience to Christ even in our so called ‘obedience’ of the Law! Paul says, “I announced to you that we live solely upon the death and life of Jesus Christ. Even though I once lived totally under the Law, NOW I live totally in the life of Jesus Christ. I am NOT going to build up the Law again in my life. That life is behind me; it is dead for me.
“For ‘by means of’ the Law, I died to the Law, in order that I might live to God!!!”

The Greek preposition here, ‘Dia’, has one use of it as ‘ a means, instrument, agency’, ‘by means of’.  

I believe Paul is saying here emphatically. “The Law is no longer the means for salvation. I am no longer regarding the Law as the means for life or the tool for salvation! RATHER!! I am living for God!!

Notice the intentional, passionate, rhetorical use of verbs here!  I DIED to the Law IN ORDER THAT I might LIVE to God! One is in the area of death; the other is in the area of life!!

AND YET!

“I have been [withcrucified] crucified with Christ.”

The Greek is even BETTER because the Greek verb has the ‘with’ directly connected to the active verb of ‘crucified’—‘withcrucified’[sunestauromai—‘sun’ is the preposition that means ‘with’.]. Now I LOVE that image. This is how tightly the joining to the death of Jesus baptism and faith is! I live in Christ, and I am joined to Christ or better, Christ’s death and resurrection are joined so tightly with me, that the only verb possible for this is ‘withcrucified’. 
So the ‘sinner’ is crucified with Jesus. 

These are neat verses because in them Paul plays on ‘sinner’ with ‘death’ and ‘life’. Who is the sinner? One who breaks the Law? One who disobeys the gospel’s call to the Gentiles by raising up a hurdle/wall to their believing? 
Paul comes to the point of saying, “I am living under the new life in Jesus Christ. I am no longer living under the old life of the Law.” The odd thing is that living in Christ means being joined to his death and life, because there is still a dying to my life and a rising anew in the life of Jesus Christ.

Martin Luther will use the LAW to help kill us, accuse us, condemn us to die as one who opposes the will of God. Luther will use the gospel to promise, to comfort, to assure, to forgive, to raise us up in the grace of God.

But just wait until Tuesday!!!!! WOW!!!! Such a beautiful verse.......now don’t look ahead!!.......no, no, no!!!.......I see you!

Until then, what matters for your salvation is not what YOU do, but what God in Christ has done FOR YOU. The grace of God is out of your hands.
Now in gratitude why don’t we live for the glory of God’s Name; why don’t we just seek to shine where we are in the light of Christ! Not because he have to, but because we get to; not because it is advantageous for us, but because it is a holy privilege to be God’s ambassador!

