WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 2:1-2

[1] Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 
[2] I went up by revelation; and I laid before them (but privately before those who were of repute) the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, lest somehow I should be running or had run in vain. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, help me to know and believe that it is no longer I who live, but you who live in me! As your ambassador, enable me to speak with all the joy of your life through the words and deeds of my life! Hear my prayers this day for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Then after 14 years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas taking Titus along with me.”

If you have time you might read Acts 11:19-30 and Acts 15:1-35 which might be used as texts to speak about some events that may be in Paul’s mind as he speaks to the ‘14 years’. His first missionary trip might very well be a part of those 14 years.

What strikes me is how I never really contemplate the LENGTH of Paul’s service. I read about the three missionary journeys in Acts but they take about 40 minutes to read! I tend to think of them like our “Greek Island cruises” that take 12 days, rather than journeys that took years to complete.

What if the 14 years referred to here are just the foundation base of ministry among the Christians in Antioch for 14 years of proclaiming the gospel, teaching the scriptures, and being among them in prayer and mighty acts of healing? Antioch was a crossroads with lots of ‘Gentiles’, and Paul could have been discovering the gospel’s power among them as well! He didn’t have to be out in Galatia discovering that!

Anyway! He speaks so quickly of a 14 year section of his life. Certainly lots of powerful  experiences, daily witnessing and prayer, many, many conversations, thousands of encounters and thousands of the mundane being discovered as the very occasion for the coming of the Spirit with joy and assurance. And I suspect also many, many times where the hiddenness of God seemed felt because of set backs, illnesses, unexplained events of tragedy and uncertainty that just did not seem right given the gospel’s proclamation of a God who is for us and not against us. All of this may have been part of Paul’s writing to being a steward of the mysteries of God, where the emptying of God, the incarnation of God, the suffering and death of Christ upon a cross, a resurrection from the dead, an ascension and a coming again are lived upon in the setting of daily life in this world where sin, evil, and death also abound.

‘After 14 years’ need not be just a ‘factual’ phrase of time spent as it could also be a testimony to length of time in the gospel as well. There are 14 years of serving the gospel that leads to what follows in terms of Paul’s encounter with the folks in Jerusalem!

If you read all the texts having to do with ‘Barnabas’ you can read a description of  a wonderful lay leader and supporter of the early Church as well as becoming a leader in the early Church in spreading the gospel, too.. [Acts 4:36-37; Acts 11:25-30; Acts 13:1-3; Acts 13-14; Acts 15:1-5; Acts 15:36-39] He introduced Paul to the apostles; he debated with the apostles; he financially supported the church; he traveled on behalf of the church; he accompanied Paul on his missionary journeys; he spoke on behalf of the Gentiles; he took John Mark under his wing even when Paul would not.

Then there was Titus only described as a “Greek”. I am in a car traveling to Washington DC with President Motec from Papua New Guinea, so my Bible references aren’t available. I don’t see Titus mentioned in a quick scan of Acts. I don’t EVEN see his two cousins, Pros-titus and Hepa-titus[who was known as ‘Happy’-titus until he got sick.].

In my looking through the letters of Paul, I do not see him mentioned except for the Letter to Titus who is called a ‘loyal child in the faith we share.’

“I went up according to a revelation.”

Again, Paul is not going to get ‘educated’ or to get ‘coached.’ Paul is coming up to Jerusalem as a result of a revelation from God. 

“And I laid before them; I presented to them the gospel that I proclaim in the nations, among the Gentiles, privately with the ‘recognized ones’.

This should not be seen as a ‘testing’ by the elders in the sense of an ‘approval’ interview like a candidate before a Candidacy Committee [as in our synodical work!]. I believe it is more in the sense of a sharing of the gospel in the sense of one apostle among many as in a doctor presenting a ‘paper’ on ‘new medical procedures making a true difference with patients’ at the annual symposium of the AMA!

Here Christianity is not in a competitive mode as to has the best gospel, as it is a sharing of the heart and joy of the gospel of Jesus Christ who is bringing salvation to the Gentiles through the sharing of the gospel!

There is an excitement to share in a new way the difference the gospel makes in our lives! For Paul, this will be the radical grace of what God is doing in Jesus Christ who now lives within Paul!

The excitement and joy of the gospel of Jesus Christ, this is what I hope to speak today to another. 

