WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 2:6-10

[6] And from those who were reputed to be something (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality) -- those, I say, who were of repute added nothing to me; 
[7] but on the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 
[8] (for he who worked through Peter for the mission to the circumcised worked through me also for the Gentiles), 
[9] and when they perceived the grace that was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised; 
[10] only they would have us remember the poor, which very thing I was eager to do. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY:”O God, increase the faith and energy of your church to desire and work for the salvation of all people, that they might be freed from sin and that hope be renewed in many hearts, to the increase of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind before you all those whom it would be easy to forget: the homeless, the destitute, the sick, the aged, and all who have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Send me as your ambassador this day, O Lord, and hear my prayers for ___________________. Amen. (LBW prayers for the “Poor and Neglected” and for the “Spread of the Gospel”)

(For those who have time and the desire to read on J)

6 “From those recognized to be someone/somebody, I received no advice or did not add any advice for me”

Paul is continuing to lift up for the Galatians that his calling is from revelation from Jesus Christ and not from human origin or taught to him by humans. Even from the apostles in Jerusalem itself, Paul is saying that he did not receive advice. 

7 “BUT!! These [recognized ones!] SAW that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised just as Peter to the circumcised,  FOR THE ONE WORKING IN PETER SENDING HIM AS APOSTLE TO THE CIRCUMCISED WAS WORKING ALSO IN ME SENDING ME TO THE NATIONS/Gentiles,  and knowing/recognizing the grace given to me, James and Cephas and John, recognized to be the pillars, gave their right hand of koinonia to me and Barnabas, in order that we to the nations, and them to the circumcised.”

The verb has an implication of Jesus believing in Paul in the SAME way that he believed in Peter! The Book of Acts for the most part seems to be a division of the Church’s outward direction between mainly Peter and Paul.

The ‘one’ working in Peter is Jesus Christ, and that SAME ONE is working in Paul SO MUCH that Paul will say that it is no longer Paul that is living but Christ living in him!!

Paul didn’t receive a book, a set of sermons; Paul was encountered directly by the unmediated, un-watered down risen Lord! And the Christ who encountered him has become the Christ that lives within him.

And Paul, the ambassador for Christ, was sent to the Gentiles, to those outside the church of Jerusalem. We are called to be the very same thing, an ambassador for Christ for everyone outside the church of Jerusalem.

I wish you could hear the seniors at this year’s Kairos youth event at Roanoke College. It is happening this very week. I have the privilege of serving as a small group leader. There are 155 youth and over 30 adults and young adults on the staff. These seniors have been giving statements about their life of faith. Many have spoken to their seeking to be ambassadors and many have spoken about their sharing their faith with others. They have spoken to the life of Christ that lives within them. It has been a week of these youth and adults worshipping 7 times a day beginning in the morning at 7:20am and ending at 11:50pm every night! The God that was working in Peter and Paul is also working in them.....and YOU!!

And recognizing the Christ in one another, Peter, James, and John offered the right hand of koinonia/fellowship/community/oneness to Paul.  This is the calling of our congregations-through Word and Sacrament to offer the right hand of koinonia to all who enter.

10 “Only the poor [from word meaning extreme poverty] in order that they be remembered, and I was eager to do this very thing!”

The early church lived out its mission proclaiming the Christ and in the name of Christ serving the poor. The care for the poor was basic to the long tradition of the Torah of God; it was the constant cry of the prophets to the people of Israel and Judah.

The ELCA model constitution C9.03.a states: Every ordained minister shall:

1) preach the Word:

2): administer the sacraments;

3)  conduct public worship;

4)  provide pastoral care; and

5) speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and proclaiming God’s love for the world.

So in every congregation there is support for the poor in food pantries, support of local ministries for helping the poor, and giving for World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response. But we are also a part of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy that seeks to speak on behalf of the poor in the commonwealth.

The call to speak good news also takes form in speaking good news for those who NEED some good news!! It is also the call to ENACT good news in service to one’s poorest neighbors.

