WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:1
[1]  O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, in this day given to me by you, let me not be led by delusion of lust or fear or theology, but by your Holy Spirit grant that I may trust in your never failing grace that has rescued me through your cross and resurrection and promise of baptism. Send me as your ambassador this day! Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

“O foolish/ignorant Galatians!”  

Now, though I can find no basis for this in the Greek, Martin Luther does a most interesting excursion at this point on ‘Galatians’. He writes:


“There is emphasis on the word ‘Galatians.”...And it seems that it was the peculiar national vice of that people to be ‘foolish/ignorant’, just as the Cretans were liars [Titus 1:12]. It is as though he were saying: ‘As you are called and as you are said to be, so you are, and so you remain, namely foolish Galatians. You are proving this now in the very matter of the Gospel, where you really should have been very wise. But that nature of yours persists!”

Now the reason I quote this is WHERE Luther takes this discussion:

“Although the Galatians had been illumined, were believers, and had received the Holy Spirit through the preaching of faith, there still remained in them this shred of their old vice, this tinder that so easily caught the flame of false teaching. Therefore let no one be so confident of himself as to suppose that when he has received grace, he is completely cleansed of his old vices. Many things are indeed cleansed, especially the head of the serpent—that is, unbelief and ignorance of God are cut off and crushed [Gen. 3:15]—but the scaly body and the remnants of sin still remain in us. Therefore let no one presume that once faith has been accepted, he can immediately undergo a metamorphosis into a new man. But he will still keep some of his old vices even in Christianity. For we are not dead yet; but we still live in the flesh which because it is not yet pure, has desires against the Spirit!”

You see, my desires and lusts continue to be alive in me; they continue to persist in me even while being in ‘faith.’  It is why the word ‘self-control’ is used in lists of the Spirit’s fruit, but it also then speaks to the on-going persistent drives of our human desires, fears, and lusts that never die until we mortally do!! This is a life-long struggle for us all; sometimes I do VERY well to subdue them. Sometimes I do VERY poorly and they subdue me. And it seems that EVERY lust or desire or fear is like a great Pandora’s box just waiting for the opportunity to be let out just a little and invades the whole earth bringing chaos or like the plant in A Little Shop of Horrors that wants to be fed just a little and soon holds Seymour absolutely hostage in guilt and crime as it grows and grows and feeds on Seymour!!

I have just noticed the absolute BEAUTY of Psalm 36. When you have time, please brood over that psalm and let its words just penetrate you.

“Transgression/rebellion [personified, as a living force] makes a declaration to the most inward part of the heart of the wicked [me]. ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes for they ‘flatter themselves’/’their tongue is slippery in its use’ in their own eyes that their iniquity will not be found out and hated.” [verse 1]

You see, it is the plant saying to Seymour, “Just give me one drop of your blood, no one will know.” And in time the plant takes more and more and finally devours the people Seymour loves and finally Seymour himself!!!

But THEN notice the turn in verses 5-10 and the imagery that so reminds me of the gospel of John in verse 9, “With you is the fountain of life [John 4]; in your light we see light [John 8].” See how the psalmist compares the new life in God as compared to the life lived under the prophesying of ‘rebellion’ or ‘transgression.’

Now in somewhat of a similar way, Paul is saying to the Galatians, “you were under grace, but now you are listening to an utterance that is beginning to speak to the depth of your heart!”

“Don’t let living in the grace of Jesus get nullified, and you get conned into living by the power of your own works in the Law!”

Who has bewitched you!?” “Who has put you under their spell?!? 

“Are you now under the influence of another’s preaching so much that it causes you to no longer see what we proclaimed? Were they such ‘spell-binding’ preachers that they caused grace to become the hidden picture in the hologram and all you now see is the Law set before your eyes?”

But notice that Paul IS emphasizing that grace is a new way of seeing life. ‘Being rescued’ is a different view than ‘earning one’s own way.’

 “It was before your very eyes that Christ was publicly portrayed/exhibited/proclaimed/written as crucified!”

Paul could be saying two things here.

1) “Before your very eyes, we clearly proclaimed Christ as crucified so that you couldn’t possibly miss it!”

When Paul had been present, he had emphasized the crucifixion of Christ. He had emphasized that their being in God’s grace was by the rescue of Jesus Christ through the death on the cross.  And this had been hard work. This week is another week of public execution by electric chair and by lethal injection. The cross was the public execution reserved not just for murderers but for terrorists of the Roman Empire. So Paul was speaking to Gentiles of the Roman Empire about Jesus who died as a terrorist who was really innocent, was really the Son of God [wasn’t the emperor, the Son of God?]. Would it be possible for a poor man to really be executed who was innocent? Not in our system!

So Paul is reminding the Galatians, “Don’t you remember how we CLEARLY proclaimed a ‘CRUCIFIED’ Savior!!!??? Don’t you remember the incredible leap of faith it took to believe the terrorist as the Savior of the world [isn’t that what we call the emperor of the Roman Empire?].

“How could you possibly forget that!!  Are you bewitched? Under a spell? Amnesia?”

2) “Before your very eyes, Christ has been publicly crucified among you.”

That is, the Galatians in lifting up the Jewish Law are ONCE AGAIN crucifying Jesus to get rid of him and his righteousness that comes ‘not based on the Law.’ [Philippians 3:7-10].

Look at Hebrews 6:4-6 “For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, since on their own they are crucifying again the Son of God and are holding him up to contempt.”

“We preach Christ crucified!” [I Cor. 1:23]

Now later in the letter on two occasions Paul will speak to how proclaiming a crucified Christ brings persecution at the hands of those WITHIN the church!!

“Open the eyes of my heart, Lord! Open the eyes of my heart!”

For me, as I begin this new day, I trust in the rescuing love, regard, favor of the God I see revealed in the emptying, birth, life, teaching, suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming again of Jesus Christ!

O Lord, your steadfast love fills up to the heavens!

Your faithfulness lifts up into the clouds!

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains!

Your justice is like the great deep!

How precious is your steadfast love, O Lord!

All may take refuge in the shelter of your mighty wings!

They may feast upon the abundance of YOUR house!

They may drink from the river of YOUR delights!

With you is the fountain of life!!

In your light we see light!!   [Psalm 36!]

I’ll seek to be an ambassador to this!

