WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3: 2-4
[2] Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, or by hearing with faith? 
[3] Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? 
[4] Did you experience so many things in vain? -- if it really is in vain. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, how excellent and majestic are all your works of creation and salvation! Thank you for revealing to us the love of your Father and the presence of your Spirit.  In the midst of this day in which I work and serve, help me to comprehend the height, length, breadth, and depth that undergirds with grace and the fullness of God that fills all in all. Send me as your ambassador this day! Hear my prayers especially for ___________________________. Amen.
(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“The only thing I want to be ‘discipled in’ by you is this, “from good works did you receive the Spirit or from ‘hearing’ faith or from the message of faith!”

Martin Luther writes about these verses:

“’All right. Answer me, your pupil; for you have suddenly become so learned that you are now my masters and teachers. Did you receive the Spirit from the works of the Law or from the preaching of the Gospel?’ With this argument he so convicts them that they have nothing they can say against. For their own obvious and manifest experience was contradicting them and saying that they had received the Spirit, not from the works of the Law but from the preaching of the Gospel.”

“Therefore this powerful argument must be diligently considered. It is repeated often in the Book of Acts, which was written to substantiate this argument. That entire book treats of nothing else than that the Holy Spirit is not given through the Law but is given through the hearing of the Gospel.”

“From this it is sufficiently evident what the distinction is between the Law and the Gospel. The Law never brings the Holy Spirit; therefore it does not justify, because it only teaches what we ought to do. But the gospel does bring the Holy Spirit, because it teaches what we ought to receive.”

“The human heart neither  understands nor believes that such a great prize as the Holy Spirit can be granted solely through hearing with faith; but it thinks this way: ‘The forgiveness of sins, deliverance from sin and death, the granting of the Holy Spirit, of righteousness, and of eternal life—this is all something important. Therefore you must do something great to obtain these inestimable gifts.’ The devil approves of this opinion and magnifies it in the heart. Therefore when reason hears: ‘You cannot do anything to obtain the forgiveness of sins except only to listen to the Word of God,’ it immediately exclaims: ‘Oh, no! You are making the forgiveness of sins too meager and contemptible!’ Thus the greatness of the gift is responsible for our not accepting it. Because such a great treasure is being offered freely, it is despised.


But we must learn by all means that forgiveness of sins, Christ, and the Holy Spirit are granted—and granted freely—only when we hear with faith. Even our huge sins and demerits do not stand in the way....we must bear in mind that it pleases God to grant this inexpressible gift to us freely—to us who are unworthy....If he is offering it and wants to give it, I do not consider my own sin and unworthiness. No, I consider the fatherly will that He who is giving it has toward me. I accept the greatness of the gift with joy; and I am happy and grateful for such an inestimable gift granted to me in my unworthiness, freely and by hearing with faith.

...Therefore a man becomes a Christian, not by working but by listening. And so anyone who wants to exert himself toward righteousness must first exert himself in listening to the Gospel.”

Luther called the church the ‘mouth house’; a place of proclamation where the gospel of Jesus Christ was proclaimed, was shared orally so that the Gospel might be heard, listened to so that the Holy Spirit might call, gather, sanctify, and enlighten us in faith.

“Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit are you now wanting to end in the flesh?” “Having your very beginning begun in the Spirit are you now wanting to have it all end up in the flesh?!!!”
Luther again,

“Here Paul is opposing the Spirit and the flesh. By ‘flesh’ he does not mean sexual lust, animal passions, nor the sensual appetite, because in this passage he is not discussing sexual lust or other desires of the flesh. No, he is discussing the forgiveness of sins, the justification of the conscience, the attainment of righteousness in the sight of God, and liberation from the Law, sin, and death.. And yet he says here that after they have forsaken the Spirit, they are now being ended with the flesh. Thus ‘flesh’ is the very righteousness and wisdom of the flesh and the judgment of reason which wants to be justified through the Law. Therefore whatever is best and most outstanding in man Paul calls’ flesh,’ namely, the highest wisdom of reason and the very righteousness of the Law.”


“This is the first danger from which he deters the Galatians, namely, that if they seek to be justified through the Law, they will lose the Spirit and will destroy the best sort of beginning by the worst sort of finish.”

Here and in I Corinthians 1, Paul contrasts the scandalous gospel of a crucified Christ in weakness with all the wisdom and mighty signs of our righteousness. It is the very best of us in contrast to the God who comes in lowly weakness. This is what we see at the time of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. The high priests of the holy temple themselves are at work with Judas and the crowds finding a way to kill Jesus—the most righteous find themselves in an unholy mess. The governor of the land who has been placed to bring the civilized and perfect ‘peace’ of the Roman Empire allows an injustice to happen as he counts Jesus as a peasant who is expedient to keep the shouting mob appeased.  The intent to ‘appease’ takes precedent over a true ‘peace.’ Yet here we see the governor’s justice and the high priest’s holiness set in distinction with the terrorist Jesus and the sinner Jesus whom they determine deserves to be crucified.

The best of our ‘flesh’ does not trump the least of the Spirit. We live upon the grace of God even while we believe we are making it on our own!
When I was in kindergarten I was playing under a house with three close friends. We were having a dirt clod battle until one of us noticed a piece of silver in the dirt. We immediately recognized it as a doubloon probably buried with a whole treasure under this house. Sure enough! We found hundreds upon hundreds of these doubloons!! We first filled our pockets, then we found a paper bag and filled it up. We kept at it! Furiously we pawed through the earth finding one and then another one! We were going to bring our families into a wealth they could not imagine, all by our good fortune and hard work! 


We ran into the house of my friend screaming with delight and joy! We were rich! His mother told us that they were not doubloons but aluminum discs popped out by the builders.


Yet that night, she allowed it was probably enough to warrant a couple of pizzas for us all to enjoy!


Our hard work had procured a sumptuous feast...........all upon the loving grace of a loving mother’s wallet.......all upon the loving grace of God. 

“Having begun with the gracious, eternal, joyous life of the Spirit, are you wanting to end up with the best that we can do?”

