WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:26-27

[26] for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
[27] For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord God, at my baptism you rescued me from real powers of sin, evil, and death. You drowned me, raised me joined to the life of your Son, named me, anointed me, sealed me, and promised me that in Christ Jesus nothing shall separate me from your love. You have clothed me with your grace and love and forgiveness; send me as your ambassador this day in grateful praise to live for your glory. Hear my prayer this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

I wish you could see the Greek sentence here because though the grammar might be wrong it looks like this: ‘ALL! For sons of God through faith are.’ [OK, no capital letters!] But this is the point of this discussion; all who are baptized into the life of Jesus are already full sons/children of God and no other requirement is necessary for confirmation of that!

“For all are sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for as many as you who were baptized into Christ have put on/clothed themselves in/with Christ.”

Now the NRSV translates, ‘for all are children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.’ That translation is a good one for including men and women, girls and boys, and I am all for that! The good news of the freeing, rescuing, adopting gospel is for all!

However, let’s consider the use of ‘son’ up to this point. 

The first place is back in chapter 1:15 where Paul writes, “But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles...”

Then in 2:20, “and the life I now life in the flesh, I live by faith for the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Then in 3:7, “so you see those who believe are the sons of Abraham.[who also believed]”

And now in 3:26, “all are sons of God in Christ Jesus.”

Then in  4:4, “God sent His Son, in the fullness of time.”

Then in 4:6, “because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying, ‘Abba Father.’”

Then in 4:7, “so you are no longer a slave, but a Son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

1:15 ‘His Son in me’ 

2:20 ‘the Son of God who loved me who is in me’ 

3:7 ‘sons of Abraham who believed’ 

3:36 ‘sons of God in Christ Jesus’ 

4:4  ‘God sent his Son [and he sent Paul—commissioned him!]’ 

4:6 ‘God has sent the Spirit of His son into our hearts, who are sons’ 

4:7 ‘no longer a slave, but a son, an heir!’

Now ‘child’ and ‘children’ doesn’t work quite as well as son, because ‘Son’ can be a child OR a grown up Son. AND the point that Paul is coming to is that the child-son REMAINS under a guardian or trustee [the LAW] until he comes of age as GROWN so that the inheritance is fully his!

And the fullness of time of maturity IS baptism!!!! There the inheritance is given-God sends the Spirit into our hearts crying, ‘Abba! Father!’

Baptism is when and where the fullness of faith is revealed, when Christ came, when all that is promised in Jesus Christ is given, when the blessing of faith comes, and the Son is revealed in us and the Son of God lives in me.

Now Richard Hays offers a very important insight. He reminds the reader of Deuteronomy 14:1-2: “You are sons of the Lord your God...For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; it is you the Lord has chosen out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”

Then Dr. Hays writes, “Against this background, we see that Paul is telling the Gentile Galatians, that, in Christ, they are now given the honorific name ‘sons of God’ that was once reserved for the Jewish people alone.” [The New Interpreter’s Bible. Volume 11. p. 271.]

From this insight, I see that Paul is intentionally using the Old Testament language of ‘sons of God’ for those who now have faith in Christ, who are baptized into the life of Christ, who believe the promise as Abraham did!

“And as many of you as were baptized have put on Christ, have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

Now, of course, I think about Easter and my ‘Easter clothes’, even my Easter bonnet!! I remember how those baptized in the early church were given a new robe as they came out of the water having been baptized. 

Each day, however, allows us the opportunity to think as we put on our clothes for the new day of putting on Christ for the new day. And in the case of Jesus Christ, Paul IS saying that clothes make the person ‘cause it’s not what you put on but WHO you put on.

Just as the morning shower should remind me of my baptism, so putting on my clothes should remind me of my desire to be found in Christ, to put on Christ!

But Paul is declaring a profound mystery in all of this of how I am joined to the very life of Christ as I put on my shirt this morning, reflecting as I button up the front, ‘for it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith for the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.’

Now I like my shirt this morning; I just didn’t realize at first when I buttoned the cuffs that what I was fastening was the uniform of an ambassador for Christ.

