WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:8-9
[8] And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." 
[9] So then, those who are men of faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in YOU all the nations are blessed. By your life, death, and resurrection, by your ascension and coming again, we discover the loving faithfulness of God revealed for us all! Send me, as Abram, to be a blessing for those around me. Send me this day as an ambassador of your blessing. Hear my prayers this day for _____________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and the desire to read on J)

“And the scripture/writing for-seeing that from faith God is justifying the nations, for-‘announced good news’ to Abram that ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed’, so that those from faith are blessed with the faithful Abram!”

Paul now ‘personifies’ scripture as it announces the good news to Abram that the nations shall be blessed in Abram by his faith and that all are blessed in their faithfulness along with Abram’s faithfulness.

One again, Paul uses a text PRIOR to Genesis chapter 17, by going to Genesis 12:3! Here in the very call of Abram: “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”

Then in Genesis 18:18 and 22:18 the reminder of Abram being a blessing for the nations is repeated.

Trusting in God’s promises is the heart of this faithfulness. The scripture for-sees, it for-announces, and faith for-trusts in the promise to be fulfilled! Faith is a trust, a confidence in the faithfulness, the trustworthiness of the one believed in.

As Martin Luther writes his commentary on Galatians one of the major themes he continues to write upon again and again IS the trustworthiness of God acting in Jesus Christ. God IS faithful. And notice the contrast being made. For the missionaries that followed Paul are emphasizing the need of the Galatians to demonstrate THEIR faithfulness while Paul and Luther seek to demonstrate GOD’S faithfulness!

This morning I am in a motel lobby in Tennessee and on a large screen in front of me I see reports about Abram’s offspring in Lebanese Christians, Muslims, and Israeli Jews not as blessings to one another and the nations but at war with one another. The demonstration of their faithfulness to God is caught up in their years of distrust for one another. All of us ultimately wait upon the faithfulness of God. There are SO many to remember in prayer this day around the world.

The text this morning is also a reminder to me, however, of how the faithful Abram was a blessing for the nations, for those around him. In a very tiny way, if I am blessed with Abram who also believed, then perhaps those around me are blessed in me through my faith in God like Abram. In my being an ambassador for Christ, those around me hear and see the blessing of God in Christ through my words and actions to them and for them. In his treatise, “The Freedom of the Christian,” Martin Luther spoke FIRST to how the Christ empties himself of his life in order to give his life for us/to us, and how he also takes upon himself our sinful lives. THEN he speaks to we who have been given the very life of Christ. He says that now in Christ we should empty ourselves in order to give our lives for our neighbor (the nations) and take upon ourselves their lives. As Christ was a blessing to us, so we should be a blessing for others.

But here in these two verses, Paul continues to emphasize the precedence of faith in the actions of God for us over works of faith done by us as a sign of our faithfulness to God.

Freed by what God has done for us, we are now free and bound to be a blessing to our neighbor as an ambassador for Christ! 

