WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:21-22

[21] Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not; for if a law had been given which could make alive, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 

[22] But the scripture consigned all things to sin, that what was promised to faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: I give thanks to you, Lord Jesus Christ, that my hope and assurance of salvation rests upon the faithfulness of your promise to me that I can see in the sign of my own baptism and not in my faithfulness in obeying your teachings that I can also see and know from the meditations of my own heart. By your Spirit grant to me faith to live upon and believe in your promise and THEN to walk in obedience. Send me as your ambassador this day to all, including my family and colleagues! Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“Is the law then AGAINST the promises of God?” “Does the Law work against the promises?” “Is the Law an enemy of the promises of God?” 

Then Paul uses his strong negative phrase, “Certainly NOT!!!”  God doesn’t work against creation. God is always working on behalf of God’s creation and people!

“For IF a law was given that had the power to make alive someone from the dead, then from the law was righteousness.”

The Law does not have the power to make alive! The Law does not have the ‘Dunamai!’ [the greek word where we get, ‘dynamite!’]. Gene Wilder in “Young Man Frankenstein” cannot scream, “He’s alive!” with the Law!!

 

I love this verb, ‘to make alive’. It is a creation verb! That which is dead is made to come to life! And I like that in the Greek two verbs are joined together, ‘makealive’. It emphasizes for me the two verbs becoming one in a new wondrous way, a ‘God way.’

‘Makealive’, make alive is used 11 times in the New Testament, 9 times by Paul in his letters and twice by the gospel of John. It is used by Paul three times in the chapter on resurrection I Cor 15, where Paul uses ‘making alive’, to speak to ‘being resurrected from the dead.’ Listen to a parallel verse in Romans 8:11: If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will make life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.”

The Law instructs you, teaches you how to live, but the Law does not ‘makealive.’ 

The Greek sentence continues, 

“BUT RATHER!! The writings ‘make a prisoner’ of all under [the power of] sin, IN ORDER THAT what was promised from/through faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”

Paul rhetorically sets in contrast then the Spirit that ‘makesalive’ and the writings that ‘makeprisoner’. Paul sets in contrast being ‘under sin’ and being ‘in Jesus Christ.’ Imprisoned under sin comes from the Law; the promise comes from faith in Jesus Christ.

Now WHY would someone choose being made a prisoner rather than having a promise and faith in someone who makes alive?!!!!!!

Once again, we have returned to the theme of ‘promise’ and ‘faith’ set in contrast to the ‘Law.’ Once again, I remind us that Paul is speaking to the Galatians of the true gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ and one needing the Spirit of Jesus Christ making alive only!! One does not need to add adherence to the Law as necessary qualification for salvation. That is adding something that just imprisons one, according to this argument of Paul!

Now for me, these last 4 verses remind me once again of those haunting verses in Psalm 36, and I hear it FROM SCRIPTURE, FROM THE WRITINGS!!

[Sin/transgression is personified here] 

“Sin/transgression prophesies/utters/speaks to the 

wicked to their innermost part of their hearts.


There is no fear of God before their eyes.


For they flatter themselves in their own eyes


That THEIR INIQUITY CANNOT BE FOUND OUT AND HATED!!


The words of their mouths are mischief and deceit;


They have ceased to act wisely and do good.


They plot mischief while on their beds;


They are set on a way that is not good;


They do not reject evil.” 

I am imprisoned by a description of my sin and of my heart by the writings of scripture, and I am not saved by these words, but I long for the promises of God in Christ that I still belong to God, that nothing shall separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Even my bondage/imprisonment to sin shall not be able to separate me, for I am also ‘madealive’ in the gift of the Holy Spirit and the gift of faith to be able by a gift from God to BELIEVE IN/ to TRUST IN/ to LIVE UPON  the promises of Jesus Christ who died for my sin and was raised for my own being ‘madealive.’

