WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:5
[5] Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith? 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Almighty God, how can I possibly truly comprehend the breadth, length, height, and depth of your grace? Grant that I may know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge and be filled with your fullness through the gift of your Holy Spirit. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Richard Hays points out the literal Greek here, :”Therefore, the one who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles in your midst—from works of Law or from the message of faith?” And he points out that the wording is in the present with the idea of ongoing action. God continues to supply the Spirit and work miracles among them!

Hays writes, “Paul’s emphasis lies on God’s agency and initiative: It is God who gives the Spirit freely. The idea that God’s action must be somehow prompted by Torah observance is presented as self-evidently ridiculous, since the Galatians had already experienced these evidences of God’s working long before the rival Missionaries arrived on the scene with their gospel of circumcision.” [Galatians, The New Interpreter’s Bible, p. 253]

Luther writes, “It was not enough that God gave you the Spirit once. But the same God has always abundantly supplied and increased the gifts of the Spirit, so that when you have one receive the Spirit, He might always grow and be more efficacious in you.”

Luther relates this verse to Galatians 4:14-15 where he speaks to how the Galatians had cared for him when he was sick among them:

“To love your neighbor [Paul] so ardently that you are ready to surrender your money, property, eyes, your life, and everything you have for his salvation, and also to bear all adversities patiently—these are certainly powerful deeds of the Spirit. ‘And these powerful deeds,’ he says, ‘you received and had before these false teachers came to you. But you did not receive them from the Law; you received them from God, who supplied and daily increased the Spirit in you in such a way that the gospel had a very happy course among you as you taught, believed, worked, and bore your adversities.”

“But the doctrine of justification is this, that we are pronounced righteous and are saved solely by justification—as it certainly is, or it will be necessary to get rid of all Scripture.”

The major concern this verse raises for me is the idea of where the major responsibility of the relationship rests. If I am the primary mover in this relationship, then my good works ought to influence God in such a way that God gives to me the Holy Spirit when I ask for the Spirit and God should work miracles in my life when I ask for them BECAUSE I have done the works of the Law.  So when I receive things from God it is really a reward for my own doing works of the Law. Would not the reverse also come into play? BECAUSE I do NOT do the works of the Law God brings calamity and takes away the Spirit. So whenever bad things happen to me, it must be my fault. Therefore, God becomes an agent to my actions, and I am the center of the universe.

Paul is seeking to remind the Galatians that God is the primary mover, the initiating giver of grace, the ground of our being, the source of life and the Spirit, the generator of mighty acts with or without us, the one who loved us while we were still enemies, the one who called us before the foundation of the world.  Now the relationship moves from the temptation to see it as ‘tit for tat’ to one of trust in the God of Jesus Christ who yet remains in many ways a mystery to me while living in a world that I cannot fully understand in its wonders and in its chaos and presence of powers of evil, sin, and death. But the leap of faith revealed in the life, death, resurrection, ascension of Jesus is that this God is love and the mystery of the power of God is in powerful grace. The danger always in my life is for me to hear ‘for you’ , to hear from the small catechism, ‘in order that I may be His’ and not to realize God’s intent to gather up every ‘you’ and every ‘me’ [Ephesians 1:10]. The justice of God is a movement among a world of sinful ‘me’s’ and ‘you’s’ who refuse to regard the grace of God and God’s strong regard and compassion for all.

“Have no fear little flock, have no fear little flock,

It’s the Father’s good pleasure, to give you the kingdom,

Have no fear, little flock.”

