WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:6-7
[6] Thus Abraham "believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 

[7] So you see that it is men of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in the midst of the uncertainties of this life, I so often cling to what I have done. Help me, rather, to cling to your promises alone, to cling to your words of the sacraments, ‘for you’, to cling to the words of the creeds, ‘for our sake he came down’, ‘for our sake he suffered’ and to believe your promise that nothing shall separate us from you. Send me as you r ambassador this day with a promise to share and a word of love and grace. Hear my prayers this day for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

When I look at my Greek text, I notice something I missed on Tuesday!! Verse 6 is actually connected to the former verse, the Greek sentence continues like this:

“Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the works of the Law, or by your believing what you heard, JUST AS ABRAHAM BELIEVED AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS!”

Now, Richard Hays in his commentary in the New Interpreters Bible has helped me to recognize the argument of Paul here. In chapter 17 Abraham is given the circumcision as the sign of the covenant between God and Abraham. God says, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.”

This was probably the text that the ‘missionaries’ that came to Galatia AFTER Paul had left the first time were preaching to the Galatians. God had commanded circumcision.

But Paul doesn’t quote from chapter 17 of Genesis, he quotes from chapter 15, BEFORE the reference to circumcision has even been mentioned. No, in chapter 15, Abraham’s FAITH is enough! There in chapter 15, Abraham’s simply believing the promise of God is reckoned to him as righteousness.

IN THE SAME WAY, the proclamation of Paul PRECEDES the preaching of the ‘missionaries’ who have come in his absence.

So Paul is saying to the Galatians AGAINST the testimony of the ‘missionaries’, faith in the promise of God comes PRIOR to doing any commandment of God.  ‘Believing’ precedes ‘doing.’ The promise is given before the commandment! Paul wants to emphasize to the Galatians the promise of God and believing the promise OVER AGAINST the Law of God and doing the commandment.

So verse 7 is more literally in the Greek:

“Know then that the one from faith, THESE are the sons of Abraham.”

Now this verse is also set in the context of chapter 17 versus chapter 15 of Genesis. For chapter 17 says, “This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you. Every male among you shall be circumcised.”

In chapter 15 the verse prior to “And he believed and it was reckoned to him as righteousness”, is this verse, “So shall your descendents be.”  Abraham has looked up and seen the stars of heaven. God has told him that this is the number of his descendents. Paul is now setting these descendents of ‘faith’ against the descendents of ‘circumcision’ in chapter 17.

Now, here in verse 7 we have Paul speaking to faith, to those who believe, THESE are the sons, the male offspring, of Abraham!

It isn’t from the Law that Abraham is reckoned as righteous, it is from believing in the promise of God! 

Paul wants the Galatians to know that they may have certainty in the gospel’s proclamation not because they have Abraham’s circumcision, but Abraham’s promise. It is not that they belong to Abraham, but that they AND Abraham belong to God in Christ!

