WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:1-2
[1] I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; 

[2] but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Take Thou the full possession of my heart, raise there Thy throne, and command there as Thou dost in heaven. Being created by Thee, let me live to Thee. Being created for Thee let me ever act for Thy glory. Being redeemed by Thee, let me render unto Thee what is Thine, and let my spirit ever cleave to Thee alone.” [John Wesley] Send me as your ambassador this day, O Lord Jesus Christ! Hear my prayers this day for ______________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

Now Paul uses the new image he just mentioned in chapter 3, ‘heir.’ We have moved from ‘seed’, to ‘offspring’, to ‘son/child’, to HEIR! Hmmm, so let’s look at the fine print.

“Heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father.”

Richard Hays gives us some helpful background information: “In Paul’s illustration, as in these other cases, the heir’s subjection is only temporary. He is subject to the guardians and trustees only ‘until the time set by the father.’ The ‘time set’ is a fixed day on which the heir’s minority ends and he receives control of the estate. In Roman law, this date was not determined at the discretion of the individual testator. It was fixed by law; the minor was under a tutor until the age of fourteen and then under a ‘curator’ until age twenty-five.” (The New Interpreter’s Bible. Volume XI. P. 281.)

In Paul’s illustration, however, the key is that the heir/son/child remains a minor UNTIL THE DAY SET BY THE FATHER!

And even though the minor is to have all that is being promised some day, RIGHT NOW he remains under an older trustee or guardian who in effect has power over the inheritance!

Now the trustee or guardian may indeed be carrying out the wishes of the father, but they are only to do so for a limited time. They are not to be the heir’s guardian the entire life of the heir! When the ‘right time’ comes, when ‘maturity’ comes, when the ‘kairos’ time arrives, the guardian’s supervision ends. The minor is no longer under their authority.

Now the Law has been spoken of as ‘disciplinarian’, ‘supervisor’,  ‘guardian’, and ‘trustee.’ In the first case, in chapter 3, the Law served as a protector, watcher, guard for the young son of the father. Now, in this chapter the Law serves as a steward and trustee for the minor of the father, until the day set arrives.

“So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world.”

Paul adds a little more to the argument. It is not only the Law of the Jewish Torah, it is also the elemental spirits of the Gentile world. In the coming verses we will see that their may be a combination of Jewish and pagan religious thought that are being combined by the ‘missionaries’ preaching in Galatian in Paul’s absence.

We are not only imprisoned, under a supervisor, our property under a trustee, but we are also under the power of elemental spirits!! The promise of God will free us from both at the kairos time.

So in the life of faith, when is the ‘kairos’ time?  We’ll take a look on Friday.

