WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 3:28-29
[28] There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
[29] And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, all that is different and divided in the world, yet can become one in you. The one who I find different in every way from me, can be found to be one with me in the oneness of you. May others see you in me; may I see YOU in others. For the saving waters of your baptism I give you thanks. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for_________________. Amen.
“Thou who art over us,
Thou who are one of us,

Thou who art—

Also within us,

May all see Thee-in me also,

May I prepare the way for Thee,

May I thank Thee for all that shall fall to my lot;

May also not forget the needs of others,

Keep me in Thy love

As Thou wouldst that all should be kept in mine.

May everything in this my being be directed to Thy glory

And may I never despair.

For I am under Thy hand,

And in Thee is all power and goodness.

Give me a pure heart—that I may see Thee.

A humble heart—that I may hear Thee,

A heart of love—that I may serve Thee,

A heart of faith—that I may abide in Thee.”

Amen (Dag Hammarskjold)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male AND female; for all of you are one if Christ Jesus!”

We were told in the previous verse, ‘As many as you were baptized have clothed yourselves with Christ!’

Now verse 28 takes its meaning for me in two ways!

We are in Christ Jesus. So the old barrier of dividing the world between God’s chosen, the Jewish Law and circumcision or the nations and uncircumcision has been superseded by both being baptized into the promise of Christ Jesus.  The social divisions between slave and free have been superseded by both being baptized into the new status of being in Christ Jesus. It is no longer Jew OR Gentile, but being in Christ. It is no longer being free OR slave, but being in Christ Jesus.  
Then notice the third category. The Greek moves from Jew OR Greek to male AND female. They are not pitted against one another, but they are mentioned together. The Greek word for ‘male’ appears only 5 times in the New Testament. Here, once in Romans, in Luke, and then in the synoptic gospels only where Jesus speaks about creation, Matt. 19:4 and Mark 10:6. The word for ‘female’ occurs three times in the New Testament, here and notice: Matt. 19:4 and Mark 10:6!! Jesus says, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?”
Paul seems to be deliberately selecting this specific phrase of ‘male and female’ out of the creation story of Genesis 1:27: “So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” Paul speaks to both male and female being ‘in Christ’ through their baptism. There is NO LONGER to be one over the other. But there also is a play, I think, on baptism as a ‘new creation’ over the old creation.

So in Christ, no longer Jew or Greek, no longer slave or free, no longer male and female, but all are one in Christ, all are of Christ.

But then, I believe, add the second idea to this! All who are baptized in Christ, Jew, Greek, free, slave, male, and female are all now by being in Christ, they are all now IN THE ONE OFFSPRING, THEY ARE ALL NOW IN THE ONE SEED! THEY NOW ARE IN THE LIFE OF THE ONE PROMISED. It is no longer they who live, but the one Christ, the one seed, the one offspring who lives in them. So they have died to the Law, the one who lives, is the one who has overcome the Law. All live in the one who overcame the Law.

‘And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.” I like the Greek better, “And if/since ya’ll/you all are of Christ, then you are seed. But what strikes me about this word ‘seed’ or ‘offspring’ is that it is singular. “If you belong to Christ then you are of the one offspring, the offspring promised to Abraham! You are part of the promise! An ambassador of Christ is part of the promise! Gosh, I KNEW I was part of the problem in this world! Now I hear that being in Christ I am part of the promise of God FOR the world!
So the many become one in Christ! Or! So the many in the one Christ are joined or gathered up finally together for one promise of God!

I have also been re-reading Martin Luther’s early lectures on the Psalms. In his lecture notes on Psalm 122:3 he contrasts the oneness in God vs the oneness in the world:

“ This cannot in any way happen in earthly cities. For the people of no city use the same bread and wine, provisions, clothing, money, family, house, field, power, or honor, but all these are divided up among many, and become and are many. Thus their participation is not in one and the same thing, but in many and different things. Thus it is the nature of earthly things that two cannot at the same time use and enjoy one and the same thing. What you eat I do not eat. It may be similar, but it is something else. And what you wear, I cannot wear. And thence arises the cause of discords, wars, enmities, murders, thefts, plunders, and all sins and evils. But if we are citizens of this city, behold, there is one bread, one cup, one faith, one Lord, and all things are one for us. But Christ is all things in us. For spiritual things have this nature, that they cannot be divided into different things, but they gather into one those who are different and divided. For since Christ is sufficient for all, He draws us all as our one and the same thing and makes us one. Thus what you eat, wear, and have, I eat, drink and have too. And thence arises the cause of all concord, peace, friendship, life, and the communion of saints and of all good things. [As Ps. 68:6 says: “God makes men of one manner dwell in the same house.”]﻿3﻿ So it is clear that spiritual things have a condition that is the opposite of that of earthly things. For the latter divide those who are one into many and diverse, for they themselves must necessarily be divided, since the same things cannot suffice for the same, while the former gather into one those who are divided, because they cannot be divided, and they suffice for the individuals. For what is lost for me, if you have the same faith in Christ that I have? But everything is lost to me if you have the same money, wife, and house that I have” [Luther’s Works. Volume 11. p. 540-541].
And then, again, hear how Luther in his lectures on the book of Galatians then speaks to the faith that is in Christ:

“The fanatical spirits today speak about faith in Christ in the manner of the sophists. They imagine that faith is a quality that clings to the heart apart from Christ. This is a dangerous error. Christ should be set forth in such a way that apart from Him you see nothing at all and that you believe that nothing is nearer and closer to you than He. For He is not sitting idle in heaven but is completely present with us, active and living in us as chapter two says (2:20): “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me,” and here: “You have put on Christ.” Therefore faith is a constant gaze﻿ that looks at nothing except Christ, the Victor over sin and death and the Dispenser of righteousness, salvation, and eternal life. In his epistles, therefore, Paul sets forth and urges Jesus Christ in almost every verse. He sets Him forth through the Word, since Christ cannot be set forth any other way than through the Word and cannot be grasped any other way than through faith.

This is beautifully shown by the story of the bronze serpent, which is a figure of Christ (John 3:14).”  
And NOW he introduces the image of ‘heir’. In 3:18, in speaking about the promise of God, Paul wrote, “For if the inheritance comes from the law, it no longer comes from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham through the promise.”

NOW in 3:29, ‘you are Abraham’s offspring, according to the promise, HEIRS!’ The WILL of God is for you to inherit the promise! To you God gives his TESTAMENT of Jesus Christ!

(And a little tongue in cheek: if you look back to John 14:6 you will discover the saying IS true: ‘Where there is a WILL there is a WAY!)

Today I heard on the news that there is one out there calling upon others to take as their calling to seek to kill an American in the next 15 days.

As ambassadors for Christ, let us see our calling to seek to bring life to another in serving them in the Name of Jesus Christ.

3 A marginal addition.





