WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

GALATIANS 6:2-5
[2] Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. [3] For if any one thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. [4] But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. [5] For each man will have to bear his own load. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Lord, make us instruments of your peace,


Where there is hatred, let us sow love;


Where there is injury, pardon;


Where there is discord, union;


Where there is doubt, faith;


Where there is despair, hope,


Where there is darkness, light;


Where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”



(Prayer of  St Francis) 

Send us as your ambassadors this day. Hear our prayer for ___________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

“Carry, bear, endure, tolerate, take away, remove, support, sustain one another’s burdens, what weighs them down, and in this you will complete the full measure, will fill the law of Christ.”

I like all the possible meanings to bounce against one another to give a fuller understanding of what to do with one another’s burdens, with those things that weigh down another.

In Luke 14:27 Jesus uses the same verb in this way, “Whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”

In Romans 15:1 Paul writes using the same verb, “We who are strong ought to put up with the infirmities of the weak and not to please ourselves.” 

Perhaps I might see that ‘my cross’ is not so much putting up with my needy condition as it is serving my neighbor’s need.

I might quickly conclude that bearing one another’s burdens is just like the Law’s ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’ But now we have Jesus, the Son of God, involved in this!! Now it is also one who will empty himself of his divinity and die on a cross to take away one’s wicked, self-serving sin. [Perhaps because only Jesus knows how deeply our sin truly does weigh us down and burden our lives!!] Now who can fulfill THAT Law of Christ!

Paul is obviously making a jab at those desiring the fulfilling of the Law. “If you want to try to fulfill a Law, how about the Law of Christ!! How about giving away oneself, dying for another’s sin to set them free from this present evil age?!!”[Gal. 1:4]

“Bearing with” is related to the previous verse about ‘restoring those caught in a transgression”. It is also related to the next three verses.

“For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves.”

“For if one thinks they are/ considers themselves/ regards themselves of importance only to be one of no importance, they deceive themselves.”

I like two ways of coming at this. The first is an admonition against boasting about one’s own goodness or importance. “I have lived the Law well and look down upon the one caught in transgressing the Law.”  We are BOTH in bondage to sin and needing a Lord to die for our sin to be set free from this present evil age! Both of us are standing on our roofs looking up to the heavens for the helicopter to rescue us from the swelling, chaotic waters around us. I should beware of regarding myself as of more importance than another, especially as it leads me to move past another, move above another, take another’s place or share of something, move to the front ahead of another. The verse is a call to humility.

Secondly, if I regard myself of importance over my brother/sister I become nothing for I have now disregarded the Law of Christ, who emptied himself for the sinner. To think my goodness places me over another is a deception; rather, my health in faith calls me to bear another’s burden.  [I may be able to understand these things, but I do a horrible job at fulfilling the law of Christ and bearing others’ burdens!!]

“All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride.”

“Let each test/discover/discern/prove/demonstrate their own work; this is the only boasting he/she has and not one of the other.”

“Hey! Pay attention to how YOU are doing! See whether or not you have got something to boast about there! Don’t try to make yourself look good by comparing your goodness against another sinner’s goodness!!

I LOVE driving down the interstate at 74 miles an hour. I stay one or two under ten miles over ‘cause I THINK that will get me by!! Then!! A car goes by me at 80, and I start looking for state troopers: “Hey!!! GET this guy!!!!!”  Suddenly the ‘9 over’ “good one” is hoping for the capture of a ‘true speeder’!!!!!

What I do on the interstate I do daily in many ways as I compare myself with others around me rather than comparing myself with my Lord who loved me and gave himself away for me. But when I focus on how I am doing........well.....uhhhhhh, RATS! When I focus on my thoughts, desires, ........gosh.......this is not going so well..........hmmmm. (excuse me for a moment here...........................................................[just doing a little personal confession time here].............................................................I have to tell you that I don’t like this focusing on MY work, thoughts, words, etc. especially in comparison with the love of Christ.

No, it seems I only end up doing what the Hebrew language found out a LONG time ago. If you want to truly boast about someone, the only one truly worthy of actual boasting is the Lord! That’s why in the Hebrew, the ‘intensive case’ of the Hebrew verb ‘to boast’ has one meaning---Praise!  “Praise the Lord, O My Soul!”

Maybe this is part of the meaning of the song that follows Holy Communion in our liturgy. “Thank the Lord and sing His praise, tell everyone what He has done!”

“For all much carry their own loads.”

“For each must carry his/her own burden/load/cargo.”

And here Paul uses the SAME verb he used in the first of our text today.

“For each must carry, bear, endure, tolerate, take away, remove, support, sustain their own load.”

Here, I think, Paul uses the same verb to say that on the one hand, we should do everything we can to bear another’s burden, to help them with what weighs them down. On the other hand, we should do everything we can to carry our own load so that it not tax another or the community.

When we come to that place where the load is just too much, there we hope for others to come to our aid.

So the Virginia Synod is seeking in this time of Katrina recovery to help bear Slidell’s burdens by seeking to help carry their load. It is not a time for us to be seeing if they would carry OUR burdens.  There may come a time when the reverse is true.

Paul is not saying that one should not make another aware of when one’s burdens are too much, but he is saying that rather than being an UNNECESSARY drag on another, we should not expect others to help us with our own responsibilities. There is a responsible journeying with one another, and there is a necessary helping of some along that journey.

