WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision! Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

GALATIANS 4:28-5:1

[28] Now we, brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now. [30] But what does the scripture say? "Cast out the slave and her son; for the son of the slave shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." [31] So, brethren, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

Gal.5

[1] For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I live as a child of the promise. I thank you for the promise of my baptism, that nothing shall separate me from your life! I give thanks that I was joined to your life, death, and resurrection! May my soul cling to you, while your right hand holds me fast! [ps 63]. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for _________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

“Now YOU, brothers, WITH ISAAC [the son of the free woman, Sarah] ARE children of the promise!!”

The verse reinforces 3:7 “so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham” AND 3:29, “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise!” AND 4:7, “So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.”

The word for ‘promise’ in the Greek language looks like ‘upon telling’ because the Greek work is ‘epi-angelia’    In the hearing of the message, it happens. I like that! At our baptism, each time of preaching, in each place and time when I hear the promises of God, upon the telling, God is promising me it is so! Despite what the current circumstances are telling me is a promise that it, nevertheless, is so!

We are joined with Isaac UNDER the promise. Isaac is not the bearer of the promise; Isaac is born according to the promise, in the power of the promise, in the beginning of the promise for his whole life. And this is so with us as well!! Isaac is born to live his life under the joy of the promises of God; so with us in the waters of our baptism! Isaac is a child of God’s promise; so are we!

Then Paul moves to the current context for his writing; there are those among the new Christians at Galatia who are ’persecuting’ them by inflicting them with the full requirements of the Law. So, Paul says, drive them out, just like Hagar and her son!!

Rather than living according to and upon the promise of God, Jesus Christ; they seek to want to live upon how they are keeping the Law, according to the flesh [in this example by Paul]. Not upon the faithfulness of God to them, but upon the Law as a measure of how faithful they are in the flesh to the Jewish law. And the child of the flesh, of the Law, will not share with the child of the promise.

“BUT you are free from this Law!” Using the birth theme in this section, “You were born to freedom!”

You are of the child of the promise, of Sarah, of the Jerusalem above, for living totally under the freedom that comes in Jesus Christ in knowing a God who has set us free from this present evil age by giving away his life for us! Luther will speak to the alien righteousness, the kind of righteousness that comes from outside of us, a different kind of righteousness in another and not within ourselves. SO! Do not take up a religious slavery to obeying a religious code to find one’s holiness and our righteousness in our doing it right!

