WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision! Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

 TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 5:2-6

[2] Now I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 

[3] I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is bound to keep the whole law. 
[4] You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 
[5] For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteousness. 
[6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working through love. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord God, my soul clings to you, your right hand holds me fast. Hide me in the shadow of your wings. Jesus Christ is your right hand, your saving power made known through manger, cross, and tomb, made known through the gathering and blessing of children, the touching of lepers, the welcoming of outcasts, and the caller of disciples to fish for all people. So send me as your ambassador to tell everyone what he has done! Hear my prayers for _________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

Now Paul is getting serious!  Look how he seeks the attention of his readers:

‘LISTEN!!! I, PAUL, AM TELLING YOU!’  

Paul is putting his apostolic authority front and center. It has gotten that serious for him!

“If you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value/benefit/usefulness to you!” [reminds me of Gal. 2:21: “I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing.”]

“Once again, I bear witness that every man who lets himself be circumcised is obligated to do the entire law.”

These two verses remind me of two OTHER verses from another letter: Philippians!

“Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.”

Here, too, Paul is dealing with those wanting to insist upon circumcision.

The surpassing value of Christ is the key proclamation of Paul here in Philippians AND Galatians!

It is not Christ AND the Law; here it is Christ alone! This is what Paul is saying.

“You who want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.”

“You who want to be justified by Christ and doing the Law together have really cut yourselves off from the living Christ who has come for all who believe!”

So the Law is NOT going to bring justification/righteousness; through the Law grace is nullified.

BUT!

“For through the Spirit, by faith, WE eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness/justification [same Greek word].

Not YOU who want to live by doing the Law, but WE eagerly wait for the hope of the Christ who will make all things right!  Not by the flesh do we live, we live by the Spirit!  Not according to works do we live, we live by faith!! And what we NOW have in Christ, the promise, is the certain coming hope of all things made right in Christ!

And the sudden change in the pronouns from YOU to WE reminds of II Timothy 1 where in a tender way Paul says to Timothy, “Guard the good treasure entrusted to YOU, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in US together!” The first person plural pronoun has warmth to it that for Paul comes from the fire of the Holy Spirit!

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love.”

I would prefer, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is able or can do anything, BUT faith through love working.”

And here we always look to our being set free in faith in do works of love. But I would have us first see that this is set upon the faithful Christ who acted in love for us! Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters ultimately; what matters ultimately is the faithfulness of Christ acting in love for us!!! It is the faith of Christ working in love for us!

Not useful, benefit, value wphel

Owe ought obligate opheil

