WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY !
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesdays.
TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 1:6-10

Galatians 1:
[6] I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and turning to a different gospel -- 

[7] not that there is another gospel, but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
[8] But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
[9] As we have said before, so now I say again, If any one is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. 
[10] Am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, thank you for the gift of this new day. I give thanks for your death and resurrection and that you have made me your own. Grant that I may surely live and serve you as my Lord. In the joy of your Word and by the power of your Spirit grant that I may live within the joy of your grace this day and may be a worthy ambassador of all that you have done for me and this world that you love.

 Hear my prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“I am astonished that you are deserting so quickly the one who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to another gospel!”

Uh, oh! We are not off to a good beginning here!! After that WONDERFUL greeting all about the rescuing, loving, self-denying love and will of God the Father and the Lord Jesus who gave himself away to free us from our sin and BAM!!

This verb for ‘astonished’ is the same verb that is used to describe how the crowds responded to the mighty miracles of Jesus!! They marveled; they wondered; they were amazed at the mighty deeds that he performed.

“I am amazed, I marvel, I am ASTONISHED that you are so quickly deserting, turning away from the one who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to another gospel!

And who do you think the ‘one’ is? Paul!! It was Paul who had come to the Galatians proclaiming the kind regard, the favor, the love, the GRACE that was theirs from God in the cross of Jesus Christ!

In the body of the letter we will see that the grace of Christ is being superseded with another gospel of good news, with something added....

“not that there IS another gospel, but there are some who are confusing you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”

There are some who are ‘stirring up/troubling/confusing/upsetting/disturbing you and want to pervert/alter/change/distort the gospel of Christ!”

“But EVEN if WE or an ANGEL FROM HEAVEN should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what WE proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed!” 

Now I like the Greek word usage here, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should ‘evangelize’ you with an ‘evangel’ [gospel, goodnews] contrary to what we ‘evangelized’ you, let that one be accursed!” “Should ‘good news’ you with ‘good news’ contrary to what we ‘good newsed’ you, let that one be accursed!!” The Greek word of ‘accursed’ is almost EXACTLY the way we pronounce, ‘anathema!”

There is NO good news for anyone who messes up the good news!! 

“As we have said before so I now say again, if anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed!”

Now notice the one little change, the one little, subtle difference......the first time it was the gospel ‘we proclaimed to you.’ This time it is, ‘the gospel that YOU RECEIVED!’

Paul is referring them to the gospel they received already, that they are already saved by, that has already rescued them by grace!!

That’s like turning their back on the rescue squad after being saved from their emergency  and advocating for a self-help center to replace the rescue squad station!

It is kind of like the man whose plane goes down in the Bermuda triangle. He is floating in the middle of the sea with no sight of land in any direction. He screams out to God, “God! If you can hear me, if you will just help me just a little, I will forever change my life.” All of a sudden, an inflated lounge chair complete with cup holder pops out of nowhere. Climbing into the chair, resting in the new comfort, above the water, free from the fear of drowning, he says, “Never mind, Lord, about what I just said. I just found me this great new chair. I believe I can just ride this through.” 

“Am I now seeking God’s approval or human approval? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

The Greek verb here is ‘peitho’ which means ‘to persuade, to convince, to win over.’ “Am I now persuading, convincing, winning over, seeking approval from God or from men/humans?”

“Or am I seeking to please, to be acceptable to people/men/humans?” Now here Paul does use the verb ‘to seek, to go after in a big way.’ “Or am I really seeking to be a people pleaser?”

Now you can certainly see the danger in wanting to only be a ‘people-pleaser’ or only being interested in pleasing, being acceptable to people and seeking their approval. That is true of all of us.

But the issue with a ‘servant of Christ’ is more than just that. We are seeing it through 21st century American eyes. But take it back to first century with the word being not just ‘servant’ but ‘slave.’ This is a statement also about Lordship. If I, a slave of Christ, do not seek to please God but seek RATHER to please and serve humans, I am obeying the wrong Lord! I, a servant of the Lord, am to totally be about serving and pleasing my Lord! 

Part of the upcoming issue may be Christians who are abandoning the gospel of Christ in order to please other human Christians who are asking them to do the requirements of the Law. Instead of serving their Lord Christ, they are seeking to please their fellow humans.

That is a pretty good message for me this day as an ambassador for Christ, as one sent as a servant of Christ so that even through us God might reconcile the world to himself.

