WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:27

[27] For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and shout, you who are not in travail;
for the children of the desolate one are many more
than the children of her that is married."


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus Christ, send me as your ambassador, as your evangelist to publish and praise, to give glory to your Name alone this day in word and deed. In all things that I do and say, may I give thanks to God for your birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming again! Hear my prayer this day for ________________. Amen. 

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul now quotes from Isaiah 54:1.  Take a look at the first 10 verses which form a section, and also Isaiah 51:1-3. They are written in their entirety following the commentary for today.

This is a very interesting quote by Paul at this point. First there is the reference to Sarah, the barren one, who becomes the mother of Isaac through whom the descendents of Abraham would come.

But the quote comes from Deutero-Isaiah who has as his theme, the gathering of all the nations to God in Zion! Sarah, the barren one, is also the one through whom all the nations shall be gathered!!

Hagar is remembered as the mother of Ishmael, and Hagar is used by Paul here to be the mother of those under the Law.

Through the Law comes a confined number; through the promise comes a gathering of all the nations, the Gentiles.

Now what I find interesting is our situation here in Virginia. We are called as Lutherans to consider our tradition of faith that has for us been largely experienced as a German immigrant and family tradition. We are challenged in this international mission field called the commonwealth of Virginia to be bearers of the tradition of the promise of the gospel for the nations, for the gathering of all who are around us, to invite them to become among us in the promise of the gospel.

I love this quote of Martin Luther from his lectures on Isaiah: “Every Christian is also an evangelist, who should teach and publish the glory and praise of God.”

What is also powerful to me is how the 54:1 quote leads into a most beautiful expression of God’s steadfast love for God as husband for his bride. Now it is interesting to me that Sarah is the bride of Abraham while Hagar is the concubine. So isn’t it interesting that the wife of Abraham is the one of promise and this text is quoted by Paul, too.

“Sing, O barren one who did not bear;

Burst into song and shout, you who have not been in labor!

For the children of the desolate woman will be more

Than the children of her that is married, says the Lord.

Enlarge the site of your tent,

And let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out;

Do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes.

For you will spread out to the right and to the left,

And your descendants will possess the nations

And will settle the desolate towns.

Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed;

Do not be discouraged, for you will not suffer disgrace;

For you will forget the shame of your youth,

And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.

For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name;

The Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,

The God of the whole earth he is called.

For the Lord has called you like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,

Like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast off, says your God.

For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great compassion I will gather you.

In overflowing wrath for a moment I hid my face from you, 

But with everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your Redeemer.

This is like the days of Noah to me:

Just as I swore that the waters of Noah would never again go over the earth,

So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you and will not rebuke you.

For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed,

But my steadfast love shall not depart from you,

And my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you. (Isaiah 54:1-10)

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and the quarry from which you were dug.

Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;

For he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.

For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 

And will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord;

Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.

(Isaiah 51:1-3)

