WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 4:10-11
[10] You observe days, and months, and seasons, and years! 
[11] I am afraid I have labored over you in vain. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Care for God’s people, bear their burdens and do not betray their confidence. So discipline yourself in life and teaching that you preserve the truth, giving no occasion for false security or illusory hope. Witness faithfully in word and deed to all people. Give and receive comfort as you serve within the Church. And be of good courage, for God has called you, and your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (Ordination charge.)

“Though Baptism God has made this new sister and brother members of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.” (Baptismal charge.)

Lord Jesus, send me as your ambassador into your world this day with hope and good courage! Hear my prayers this day for _______________________. Amen!

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

The references to ‘days, months, seasons, and years’ has a general use to them that makes it difficult to know just what Paul was addressing. For instance, in Colossians 2:16, he will address ‘sabbaths, new moons, and festivals.’ Now that has a distinctively Jewish Law voice to it.  Paul has just finished in verse 9 speaking to the ‘elemental spirits of the world’ in the previous verse.  Is the idea of days, months, seasons, and years a creation reference? Has there been a blending of Jewish Law with more pagan ideas, like for instance, an astrological kind of understanding where there are ‘spiritual forces’ at work over specific ‘times’ that need to be considered?  In some archeological sites of ancient Jewish synagogues (Tiberius, for instance) one can also see the astrological signs in the mosaic floor of the synagogue. (However, this is from the second or third century, and not of the time of Paul...SOOOOOOO it is speculation, and DON’T take this as fact but only as a timid guess at what Paul has in mind in this verse.)

But Paul is referring to some approach to regard for ‘times’ that have come to level of ‘spiritual importance’ that ‘keeping or observing’ them is key to faith as well as faith in Jesus Christ. Paul may be concerned that the faithfulness of God’s promise in Jesus Christ may need to be blended or fortified with the ‘extra spiritual help’ of what worship of these special times may also bring for one’s life! OR! Paul may be speaking to a concern that if one does NOT keep these days, seasons, and years that the promise of God in Christ Jesus will not be given to one!

“I am afraid that my work among you may have been for nothing/in vain.”

I hate to say it, but I kind of like this verse! It is good for us to hear that St. Paul himself gets a little frustrated, weary with it all. An apostle of God has to work among humans you know! God’s own Son didn’t fair too well in the hands of humans either! Whenever the saint in us has to work along side with the sinner in us.....wellllllll......it can become right discouraging!

In the ordination rite, the word of hope given is ‘that your labor is not in vain.’ Isn’t it interesting that a beginning word of hope for the ordinand is ‘that your labor is not in vain?’

The message and ministry of an ambassador for Christ in the home, in the workplace, in community, and in the world can be joyful, delightful, hopeful, and meaningful. It can also be discouraging and hard to see any difference being made at all.

There is a frustrated honesty in Paul’s exchange in this verse that also gives me the freedom to recognize that this too is part of the Christian experience.

It is an awareness for me, too, that ‘the messenger is not greater than the one who sends him’. While I remain at times weary and wondering about my effectiveness, I am also to remember wonderfully hopeful verses like Isaiah 55:10-11:

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace.”  

So, being a part of Word of God I shall head out this morning seeking to be faithful as I cling to my Lord in faith, seeking to be loving in my service to my neighbor, ready with a word about the hope that is in me, remembering that my labor is not in vain.

