WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON GALATIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!  Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them. 

**On Tuesday, January 2, 2007 we will begin the ReadTogether Bible Study [Look for the link on our website www.vasynod.org .  Invite everyone you know to join!  Just have them email worley@vasynod.org to sign up.
The study will be sent out every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.**

TEXT FOR TODAY: GALATIANS 6:11-14
[11] See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 

[12] It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 
[13] For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 
[14] But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the whole world to himself. Grant that we who glory in his death for our salvation may also glory in his call to take up our cross and follow him.” Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for ______________. Amen.
(prayer for Holy Cross Day, LBW)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

“See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand!”
Paul is letting them know that HE is writing this and taking what follows most seriously!
Some want to say that Paul’s ‘large’ letters is a sign of his bad eyesight which goes back to the statement in chapter 4:15 about their willingness to tear out their eyes for him.

I think there are ‘large’ letters to demonstrate the pathos of his words just as he began his letter with the words, “I am shocked!”

“It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised.”

Now think about that phrase in all its graphic play on words here! Circumcision IS in its religious rite a ‘good showing in the flesh!!’ They are also making a most religious showing in their attempt to have others circumcised which is good for their outreach movement and is a good reflection on their ‘religiosity.’
But it is so they will not be persecuted.

So there is a really interesting contrast between the ‘good showing’ of the cutting of the foreskin and the ‘public exhibition’ of the crucifixion of the whole man on the cross! The contrast between the ritual rite of respectability and the public scourging, crown of thorns, impaled by nails and spear, in the midst of mocking and humiliation.

“They wish to make a good showing in the flesh---to avoid persecution for the cross.”

This is really the charge that Paul makes to Peter in the second chapter, because Peter is trying to avoid criticism when he ceases to eat with the Gentiles!!

“Even the circumcised do not themselves obey, follow, keep the Law”

I am not sure about this half of the verse. Is there a reference back to chapter 2, when Peter was not keeping the Law? Is there a reference to Paul’s intent in Romans that one cannot keep the law fully? But in Philippians, Paul speaks to his ability to keep the Law. I don’t know.......I do know that I do not keep the Law fully, but the Law constantly points out where I have missed the mark!!!

 but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.””
Here is a contrast between the missionaries who want to boast about the number of foreskins they have on their belt!!  New converts are trophies!

But Paul says he boasts about the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, the desire to give the glory to the saving rescue of God.
I don’t know whether Paul intends it or not, but I remind you that in the Hebrew language, the intensive case of  the verb , ‘to boast’, means ‘to praise.’

Sooooooo, “they want you to be circumcised so that they may BOAST about your flesh. May I never PRAISE anything except the cross of our Lord!”

“By which the world has been crucified to me.” The ways of the world have been put to death as the way of the cross has been lifted up.

 Compel urge insist force

Only, for one thing, one single thing

Pursue, persecute

Guard, keep, obey, follow

