WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 1: 3-8

Philippians 1:

[3] I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 

[4] always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 
[5] thankful for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
[6] And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
[7] It is right for me to feel thus about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
[8] For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, in all I do this day, I give thanks to you! In 
the midst of all my concerns and anxieties, I give thanks to you! As I 
consider the joy and meaning and love in my relationships, I give thanks to you! As I think about my day and my ability to serve you as your ambassador this day, I 
give thanks to you! As I remember your birth, life, death, resurrection, 
ascension, and coming again, I give thanks to you!! For the gift of this day and 
all its opportunities, I give thanks to you! For the fellowship and 
relationships within your holy Church, I give thanks to you!Send me as your ambassador. 
Hear my prayers this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

It is most appropriate that as our synod gathers this afternoon to journey 
together, worship together, discuss together whose we are together, that these 
wonderful verses about thanksgiving to God for the sheer joy of sharing with 
partners in 'the defense and confirmation of the gospel,' about constant prayers 
for one another, and about holding each in one anothers' hearts!

To this community of faith that Paul has such affection and intimate 
relationship of friendship in the love of Christ Jesus, it is powerful to see that the 
effects of the friendship are mutual prayer, mutual support, great 
thanksgiving and joy! Perhaps when we are low on affection with one another, we might 
check on the level of our thanksgiving and joy and support for one another in 
Christ! Perhaps when we are low on thanksgiving or support, we might be 
considering the level of our affection in Christ!

Make no mistake, this is not 'sugar coating' over reality! Paul is going to 
talk about humility and self-interest. He is going to say 'Beware of the dogs!' 
within the Philippian community! But they are all still within the sharing, 
the joy, the thanksgiving of being in Christ, called and chosen together!

Let's turn to the verses:

"I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ."

Eucharisto!!! I heard Pastor John Himes, the pastor of St. Michael's in 
Virginia Beach do a workshop on outreach. He began by shouting, "Eucharisto!!" and 
he said brightly and bolding, "Eucharisto!" several more times throughout his 
hour presentation. The heart of the ministry, the thrust of the outreach, and 
the response of caring by the congregation was done in 
thanksgiving/eucharistic. "I give thanks!" I give thanks for you!

At the end of the letter Paul will write, "Don't be anxious about anything, 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication WITH THANKSGIVING let your 
requests be made known to God and the peace of God which passes understanding will 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!"

The word for sharing is koinonia, that experience of 
fellowship/community/sharing in Christ. It is also what holds a congregation together, a synod 
together. It is the gospel that holds us together in community/bonds of friendship!

Morna Hooker writes: "Their generosity toward him is one of the reasons why 
Paul remembers them constantly with joy. The have shared in the promotion of 
the gospel 'from the first day until now' and we know from 4:15-16 that they had 
given financial aid in the early days of Paul's ministry in Macedonia. 

Paul uses phroneo ten times Its meaning is less cerebral than 'think' but 
more deliberate than 'feel'; we lack an appropriate English verb that combines 
the activity of heart and head. It refers to an attitude or mind-set; it will be 
used in 2:5 of the attitude of Christ himself, an attitude that should be 
shared by those who are 'in him.'

Bonnie Thurston writes about vs 3: " Part of the reason for the letter to the 
Philippians is to thank them for their support of his ministry (4:10-20), 
thus 'I thank my God for every remembrance of you' may suggest, in part, 'because 
of what you sent me,' in effect, 'thank you for remembering me.'"
vs 4 There are several words for prayer in Greek. The word used here 
deesis, means literally 'request,' and is used for petitionary prayer.
'praying with joy' The prepositional phrase describes the quality of Paul's 
prayer and is the first use of the root word chara, which characterizes the 
Philippians letter, Paul's epistle of joy and rejoicing. It is the only use of 
the word in Pauline thanksgivings and sets the emotional tone of this whole 
epistle.
vs 5 'by human preferences, but is 'in the gospel.' This phrase, 'fellowship 
in the gospel,' is in fact, unique to Philippians. The good news of what Jesus 
Christ has done for all brings believers into mutual responsibility for each 
other. This is the first use of the term 'gospel, ' which appears nine times 
in the letter and is an important source of the mutuality Paul feels with the 
Philippians.
vs 6 The implication of the phrase is also that God's 'work' in them is not 
complete, but ongoing; it is 'begun' and will be, but is not yet, 
completed….The day of Jesus Christ will be the day when the cosmic worship of Jesus 
described in 2:10-11 becomes a reality when all good work is completed and perfected."

Fred Craddock writes, "The thanksgiving here has a threefold structure which 
may be viewed in either of two ways: In content, there is the expression of 
gratitude (vv. 3-6), the expression of Paul's affection for them (vv. 7-8), and 
the expression of a prayer for the church (vv. 9-11). In terms of movement, 
however, the passage can be viewed in terms of Paul's relation to the 
Philippians' past (vv. 3-6), present (vv. 7-8), and the future (vv. 9-11)."

I want to paraphrase some comments from Bonnie Thurston about these verses as 
foundation pieces for the whole letter: 
Paul is grateful to the Philippians for a number of reasons:
1Their fellowship in the gospel which has been in provisions and proclamation
2 They are bonded in koinonia-fellowship
3 They share a certain 'bondage' to Roman authority, the authority that has 
imprisoned Paul and may well be at the root of persecution in Philippi.
4 They are suffering together for the Gospel
5 They are bound by ministry. Both Paul and the Philippians Christians are 
anxious to communicate the Gospel
6 They are praying for each other, Paul prays for them with joy even while he 
suffers in prison

Fred Craddock: 3-6 
"Paul can sometimes use exactly the same word for grace and gratitude (II. 
Cor 9:14-15). If the action is from God to us, the translators render it grace; 
if from us to God, gratitude. Paul testifies to what the heart already knows: 
Giving and receiving are really so much alike, one word can define both.

"It is right for me to think this way about all of you, becuase you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus."

Bonnie Thurston writes:7-8
Wherever he is and on whatever charges, Paul uses the technical language of 
the legal process: 'imprisonment and defense and confirmation (vindication) of 
the gospel.'
As though he were on trial in their eyes, Paul calls on God as witness in his 
behalf and characterizes his love as that of Christ himself. Paul's yearning 
for them is with 'the affection (viscera) of Christ Jesus.""
vs 7'To think' introduces another of the key terms in the Philippians letter. 
Forms of it appear some twelve times. The term mean 'to be of a mind," 'to 
form an opinion,' or 'to judge.' It implies having an attitude toward something, 
being disposed in a particular way, so it is an activity of the head and 
heart, intellect and emotion, a disposition of the whole person.
'heart' was not only the center of emotional life but was understood as the 
very core of the person, the center of being, the locus of will. Paul says he 
has the Philippians in the very center of who he is.
'Fellow-sharers' has as its root koinonia and is the word Paul picks up and 
uses again at 4:14 when he speaks of their sharing in his suffering. 
One reason Paul feels so close to the Philippians is that they share with him 
both suffering and ministry….It is the language of the courtroom in the sense 
of a defense against an accusation. 'Guarantee' is the language of banking, a 
technical legal term for guaranteeing a security. Many interpreters think the 
reference is to Paul's upcoming trial as an occasion for proclamation of the 
Gospel, But perhaps this word contains a veiled reference to the Philippians' 
financial support of Paul's ministry.
vs 8 'For God is my witness' This is a mild oath form. Interestingly, unlike 
the rabbis, Paul here speak the Divine Name…and uses the definite article with 
the noun for God. Such usage is common in this letter. This is no anonymous 
Greco-Roman deity, but the One God, the Father of Jesus Christ. 'Witness' 
continues the courtroom language of the previous phrase.
The verb 'long for' is a compound, and the prepositional prefix has a 
directional force and implies eagerness. It is a word Paul uses elsewhere to describe 
his desire to be with friends. The first of several athletic metaphors in 
Philippians, the word is used of an athlete straining forward to reach the finish 
line when victory is within sight. Paul longs toward them or yearns after 
them.

Bonnie Thurston writes, 
"As R.C. Swift has pointed out, vv. 3-6 are a cameo of the whole letter. The 
opening verses of the thanksgiving set forth Paul's deep affection for the 
church because of the fellowship they share in the Gospel….The language of the 
thanksgiving introduces the root lexical field that dominates the rest of the 
letter: joy, fellowship, gospel, think. The major themes of the letter, 
suffering, joy, and the Christian's proper attitude, also appear."



Morna Hooker writes, 
"In Hebrew thought the bowels were regarded as the seat of human emotion, but 
Paul claims to love the Philippians with the bowels of Christ. That is, his 
affection for them is no mere human affection but is rooted in the love and 
compassion of Christ-a love and compassion that will be spelled out in 2:6-11."

Paul begins this letter with strong words of thanksgiving, love, joy, 
prayers, holding in his heart, compassion, all because of the affection he has for 
them through their relationship with one another in Christ! What a way to begin 
a letter! What a way to begin a synod assembly!! What a way to begin a new 
day!!!

People keep asking for practical advice, for words that will make a 
difference. Well here they are in the words and tone and relationships in Christ!! Have 
a wonderful day, I give thanks for you and for whose we are together in 
Christ! EUCHARISTO!!!!!





