WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 3:7-11

3: 

[7] But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
[8] Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ 
[9] and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; 
[10] that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
[11] that if possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: “Christ, be with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where I arise,

Christ in the heart of every one who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of every one who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.

Salvation is of the Lord,

Salvation is of the Lord,

Salvation is of the Christ.

May your salvation, O Lord, be ever with us. Amen.

Hear my prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.

(Prayer of St. Patrick)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

After the short summary sentence, “   Then the long sentence that speaks for me to the heart of what it means to be an ambassador for Christ! Life has been utterly changed by the Lordship of Christ! Here is the happy transfer that Luther speaks to in his writings; Christ taking on our lives and giving us his life, and Paul is finding the new life of Christ to far exceed his former life.


It is no longer who I am in this life, but whose I am in this life! It is no longer about MY righteousness; it is about a righteousness given through faith. It is no longer seeking perfection; it is now desiring to be in relationship with the one who rescued us. It is no longer my righteousness through the Law; it is about my Lord’s righteousness made known and given to me through the fellowship of his suffering and the power of his resurrection. 

7 “Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.”

“But!! Whatever was my gain, these things I consider/regard, on account of Christ, loss.”

This is a HUGE ‘but’!! It all changes on a dime; it all changes on this ‘but’! The former life has been surpassed with the new life in Christ! “There is just no comparison!” cries Paul!

Bonnie Thurston writes, “’But’ serves rhetorically to cancel out everything that came before it. With Paul’s conversion, from which this change of thought arises, this verse is a great ‘hinge’ of Scripture, as so much turns on Paul’s changed understanding. The ‘things’ previously valued are the items just enumerated in vv. 5-6. ‘Profit’ or ‘gain’ is a commercial term: ‘what was on the plus side of the balance sheet.’ The dominant metaphors of vv. 7-8 are commercial, from accounting.”

“these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.”

Bonnie Thurston writes, “The form o f the verb indicates completed past action the results of which continue into the present. It can also be translated ‘consider,’ but ‘reckoned’ continues the accounting metaphor that is also evident in ‘loss,’ the negative side of the balance sheet. The verse’s drama comes from the opposites ‘profit/loss.’…The point of the verse is that Paul has transferred everything on the ‘assets’ side of his balance sheet to the ‘loss’ column ‘because of’ or ‘for the sake of ‘ the Christ. It is a stunning transfer.”

Now the rest of this passage is one long Greek sentence. The building crescendo of all else being loss except Christ moves then to the righteousness through faith, wanting to know Christ and the fellowship of his suffering and the power of his resurrection. It is all one piece, one idea, one hope, one sentence.

“But even more than that, also!! I regard/consider all things to be loss on account of the far surpassing knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, through whom all things are loss, and I regard rubbish in order that I might gain Christ and I be found in him, not having my righteousness from the law BUT on account of the righteousness of Christ, the righteousness from God through/upon faith, that I might know him and the power of his resurrection and the koinonia/fellowship of his suffering, being shaped into the same form of his death, if somehow I might attain the resurrection from the dead.”

“For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things”

Bonnie Thurston writes, “Paul’s loss is not random or coincidental but purposive. It is because of his Lord that Paul has suffered loss, but just in general or partially, but ‘of all things.’…To render the point in contemporary slang, ‘On account of Christ, I became a loser.’ Paul has chosen to empty himself of familial, theological, and religious status for the sake of knowing the Christ.”

“I consider them refuse”

Bonnie Thurston writes, “’Refuse’ is a vulgar and shocking word, and all is connotations would elicit the emotional response of disgust. It literally means ‘excrement’ and is used for rubbish or garbage, the scrapings left over from a feast what is thrown out in the street for the dogs. The implication is that the very things the Judaizers prided themselves on were so much filth.”

 Morna Hooker writes, “A similar comparison between what was once regarded as valuable and the overwhelming value of what is now on offer is found in the parable of the pearl of great price (Matt 13:45-46).


…The triple statement of the same theme builds up to a climax that leave us in no doubt that the gain of being ‘in Christ’ far outweighs the value of everything Paul once possessed.”


…The Christ whom Paul desires to know is the Christ who emptied himself and was obedient to death: To know him is to be like him. Precisely what it means to know Christ Jesus as Lord was spelled out in 2:115….Just as Christ considered the privileges hat belonged to equality with God as something he should not exploit, and therefore abandoned them, so also Paul has now abandoned all the privileges that belonged to him as a Jew, because he does not consider them of value in comparison with knowing Christ.”

“I want to know Christ!”  I do too! I remember, though, the powerful words of Paul in II Timothy 1: “For this reason I suffer as I do, BUT I am not ashamed, FOR I KNOW THE ONE IN WHOM I PUT MY TRUST!”

That relational ‘knowing’, that assurance that Jesus is Lord, that assurance of “Lo, I am with you always,” this is part of what I desire to know as I live each day.

“the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering”

This is also how I think of the community of the church, where the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering is experienced.

