WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 1:1-2

Phil.1

[1] Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philip'pi, with the bishops and deacons: 

[2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you are my Lord! You have rescued me from real powers of sin, evil, and death; you have restored me from those gone down to 
the grave; you have filled me with the power of your Spirit's love, joy, peace, 
patience, hope, and faith! Make me holy in my usefulness to you this day, and 
make me wholly yours in my speech and deeds this day. Send me as your 
ambassador to ________________. Hear my prayers this day for 
__________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Morna Hooker writes, "From its very first line, Philippians reflects the 
transformation brought by the gospel to every part of human life. The traditional 
epistolary opening formula is subtly changed. Writers and recipients alike are 
defined by their relationship to God and to Christ, and what the writers wish 
for their readers consists of gifts from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. …To their first readers, however, these opening verses would have been a 
reminder that the whole of life had been transformed by the proclamation of 
the gospel"

"Paul and Timothy, servants/slaves of Christ Jesus"

Fred Craddock writes, "Here in Philippians the absence of Paul's usual 
credentials as an apostle says that his relationship with the readers makes that 
unnecessary; but neither does Paul permit his affection for the Philippians to 
substitute for the central subject matter: the gospel….He prefers to sign his 
name "Paul a servant (slave) of Christ Jesus,' flavoring the entire letter, for 
he will call upon them to be servants of one another just as Christ himself 
took the form of a servant (2:7)."

Koinonia and humility will be ongoing themes along with servanthood through 
this letter. And it is a letter of Paul writing to those for whom he has great 
regard and appreciation! Being the church is about servanthood and the 
community, and it is about humility, regarding others as better than yourself and 
looking after the needs of others.

Bonnie Thurston writes, "At the heart of the letter is a call for greater 
unity to be achieved through humility like that demonstrated by Jesus Christ who 
'took the form of a slave'. So Paul does not claim apostolic authority here, 
but subtly suggests that, in the words of Jesus, 'whoever would be first among 
you must be your slave' (Matt 20:27). Slaves are those who have no autonomy, 
who are completely at the beck and call of their owner; here Jesus Christ is 
the one who, Paul says elsewhere, has 'bought' Christians (you were bought with 
a price,' 1 Cor 6:20) and therefore 'owns' them. Paul and Timothy belong to 
Christ and are in his service."

Fred Craddock writes, "Paul always worked as a team." Being the church is a 
team affair; it is being in community with gifted others who are seeking to 
follow their Lord together. It is being in mission with one another in the Name 
of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world. I have been blessed with a wonderful 
team in the synod staff and our vision cabinet and our synod council with the 
deans, the healthy congregation facilitators, the ACTS small group leaders, 
the youth event small group leaders. A wonderful group of people focused on a 
vision to be Ambassadors for Christ. Synod means 'journeying together' like a 
team, perhaps.

"To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons."

Craddock writes, "The letter is to 'all the saints in Christ Jesus. The term 
'saints' or 'holy ones' refers primarily to God's act of claiming them as 
God's people, consecrated, bound in a covenant (Exodus 19:6; Deut. 7:6) Bonnie 
Thurston writes, "Paul and Timothy are not the only ones owned by Christ; they 
share this with the 'holy ones' in Philippi. To be holy is to be 'set apart,' 
in Hellenistic Greek 'devoted to the gods.'"

I believe Paul is first of all lifting the spirits of the Christians in 
Philippi reminding them they are 'holy', 'set apart,' and very special to their 
Lord. Secondly, I believe Paul is reminding them that holy things are things used 
by God to accomplish what is important for God. They are a part of God's 
plan; they are tools for the plan to unfold. We, too, are holy ones, saints, very 
special and tools for God to accomplish God's plan for the cosmos. We are jedi 
knights for the Lord, special because they are especially tied in to the 
'force.' (Sorry, I saw the last Star Wars movie today!).

Craddock continues,"Paul gives the saints two addresses: 'in Christ Jesus' 
and 'in Philippi.' He will elaborate upon this double designation later when he 
calls upon them to let their life in Christ Jesus be evident in their life in 
Philippi. Paul will not let them forget, as though they could, that they had 
been called to be God's people in that time and place.
And how strategic it was for the whole Christian mission!" 
Then Craddock goes on to talk about how important a city Philippi was within 
the empire. The same might be said about Capernaum, but it might also be said 
of Norfolk, of Newport News, of Richmond, of Charlottesville, of Stafford, of 
the Shenandoah Valley north or south!! The point is that the kingdom has come 
to this city!! This city is now a city set on a hill; it is now a city that 
the kingdom has a foothold, a colony, a strike force for the gospel! The gospel 
has become concrete in a specific place, a specific community. Now a days we 
talk about 'killer bees' that have come into Arizona or fire ants that have 
crossed into North Carolina. Paul is talking about the gospel setting up 
headquarters in Philippi! The crabgrass of the gospel has taken root, so watch out 
Philippi! We read this verse so matter of factly, but it may very well be a 
statement about the movement, the activity, the dynamic quality of the gospel 
become flesh in believers, in holy people being dynamically used by God!! Things 
are not going to be the same in Philippi!

Craddock writes about 'bishops and deacons', "The terms, now clerical, were 
in that culture rather common, referring to overseers or superintendents and 
servants or attendants. Deacon was a common term for servant and an overseer 
could be a state or local official or a leader of a religious guild. As such 
these persons were responsible for collecting, managing, and distributing taxes or 
other funds." 

Thurston writes, "Bishops is a secular title used for the commissioner of a 
new colony. Its root word episkope means 'visit,' and in nonbiblical Greek the 
noun denoted an 'overseer' or 'watcher.'…Deacon comes from the verb that means 
'to wait at table'…. In a letter in which Christian humility is a major 
theme, Paul begins by stressing his own lowliness. He and Timothy are slaves, the 
lowest of the low in worldly terms, but the greatest in the Christian 
community. Perhaps this gives some clue as to why 'bishops and deacons' appear only in 
this letter. …By referring to himself and Timothy as slaves, is Paul subtly 
chiding those who think 'titled roles' in ministry are important? One wonders 
for example, why they are not singled out in 4:10-20 when he thanks the 
community for their support."

Morna Hooker writes why she believes 'bishops and deacons' are used: "The 
first (idea) is that the episkopoi and the diakonoi had organized the gift that 
had been sent to Paul from the church (4:10-19), and he therefore thought it 
appropriate to acknowledge this fact by sending them a special greeting."

Bishop and slave within the same verse. We have become enamored with the 
title of the first and forgotten or played down the meaning of the second. In our 
present verse, it would seem that Paul the slave trumps "the bishops." It is 
not to be the place of honor but the calling to holy usefulness; it is not to 
be a title, but a view of service in the name of the cosmic God who became born 
in a manger and died on a cross.

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

Craddock writes, "The double greeting was a compound derived from his 
heritage as a Jew and his mission as an apostle to the Gentiles. "Peace (shalom) 
reminded Paul that his gospel had been promised through the prophets in holy 
Scripture and that, for all his battles with legalistic distortions of Judaism, 
Paul was still an Israelite. 'Grace' (charis) was a Christianized modification of 
the common Hellenistic greeting (charein)."

Bonnie Thurston writes, "'Chaire' was a Greek morning greeting, and the 
related chara implied 'festal joy'. It is a greek equivalent for the Hebrew hesed, 
God's merciful loving-kindness. For Paul is connotes the free giving of God to 
human beings and so is related to God's blessing. It is given, not earned or 
achieved. Similarly, peace is not absence of conflict, but a deep, inner 
confidence bestowed by God."

Lord

Thurston writes, "For the Philippians 'Lord' was a political term, a 
designation for the Caesar. As Philippi was governed by Roman law and closely 
connected to Rome, to call anyone other than the Caesar 'Lord' was bold and probably 
dangerous."

While we work so hard in keeping church and state separate, we have 
overlooked how political the KINGDOM of God is. Jesus dies as a political statement 
against terrorism on a cross for all to see. Paul challenges the status quo in 
Philippi by naming ANOTHER Lord than Caesar! 

In Paul's mind and heart, it is "Jesus is Lord" over "Caesar is Lord." There 
is a higher power than the political reality in which he lives. We will hear 
this in chapter 3 as Paul speaks to the 'surpassing value of knowing Jesus 
Christ as Lord."

This is a wonderful letter, and I am looking forward to learning it by heart 
with you, as a team, as servants of God! May we be of holy use for our Lord 
this day as His ambassadors! Have a great day; in Christ, you may very well make 
quite a difference!


