WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON  PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 1:27-30

PHILIPPIANS 1: 27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, by the power of your Holy Spirit through the 
hearing of your gospel about your suffering, death, resurrection and ascension 
to power, form within me a desire to live in a manner worthy of your gospel. 
Bind me together in one Spirit, send me to work together with one inner life 
with all those whom you have called to follow you. Grant to me the privilege not 
only of believing in you but even to suffer for you, relying on your power 
that has saved us and called us for your purpose! Send me as your ambassador this 
day by the power of your Spirit and in the joy of your never failing love. 
Hear my prayer this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Philippians has been one of the letters of Paul that I have memorized as I 
have traveled up and down the roads of Virginia. I have used the NRSV in that 
memorization, so I have become accustomed to hearing and understanding these 4 
verses as four sentences. Because they were four sentences, I saw them as a 
paragraph but as four interrelated ideas…possibly. I loved the part about living 
in a manner worthy of the gospel, and I trembled a bit at the thought that 
Paul is saying that part of the joy of being a Christian is suffering. I didn't 
quite see the connection about opponents' destruction and Paul's own suffering.

Even as I sought to memorize these four verses, I stumbled a bit because the 
logic didn't seem to flow very well for me.

Then in my preparation for today I saw that in the Greek these verses are one 
sentence. I saw in the Greek the use of the Greek word 'mono', 'eni', and 
'mia' all words that mean 'one' or 'single'. I then began to notice, "One manner 
worthy of the gospel", "standing in one spirit", "working together in one 
inner life" and then to read that Christ has given you NOT ONLY (mono) to believe BUT ALSO to suffer! And then I noticed that what also holds this long sentence together is Paul beginning the sentence speaking to 'seeing in you' and 
'hearing about you' and is ending the sentence speaking to 'seeing in me' and 
'hearing about me!!'

These four verses belong together as part of one sentence!

Paul has just spent several verses speaking to the gospel of Christ being 
proclaimed in every way-from true and false motives even! He has spoken to the 
disharmony that exists within the place he is begin kept as a person awaiting 
sentencing.

But as he NOW speaks to his beloved ones in Philippi he now will use several 
sentences to speak to the oneness and the harmony that can be realized in 
Christ.

These four verses this morning are but the first of three long sentences.

27 "Only, live your life in a manger worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for 
the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For 
them this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation."

In our English, the way that 'only' begins a long sentence, it seems to be a 
breath catcher, a transition word at best. This is highly unfair to this Greek 
word!

I would translate it this way: "ONLY in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ live! or "Live/conduct yourself ONLY in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ!" That is the ONLY way to truly live! 

The first clause of the sentence reminds of the first prayer in the first 
chapter of Colossians, "praying that you may be filled with the knowledge of 
God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work 
and as you grow in the knowledge of God." Wow! I certainly would pray that be 
true for your life this day and for all time to come!!!

I seek to live this life worthy of the gospel BECAUSE it is pleasing to the 
Lord! To your name, O Lord, be the glory!

"So that whether I come and see you and or am distant and hear about you, [I 
will see or hear] that you are standing in one Spirit, one inner life working 
together for the faith of the gospel," The NRSV uses 'mind' for the Greek 
word "psukei" which has to do with the 'inner life' or 'soul'. In our western 
slant, to hear 'mind' makes us hear that as 'cognitive/thinking'-we are one in 
our thinking. It is a deeper oneness that is the whole inner life and not just 
the thinking part. But see how the whole inner life is one through the one 
Spirit by the one gospel of the one Christ.

See also how Paul is speaking to the oneness he feels and desires and longs 
for with his Philippian flock, his sisters and brothers in Christ who have 
embraced him! He knows that THEIR closeness and love for one another has come 
about by the gospel and by their standing by one another and working together as 
one in Christ!

I see all of our congregations standing, kneeling, and sitting side by side 
in One Spirit of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in worship around Word and 
Sacrament. As I look around the synod I see believers working together in service for 
others around the world, in Tanzania, in India, in Honduras, in Germany, in 
Slovakia, in Papua New Guinea to name but a few. I see believers working 
together to create schools of leadership within their congregation, beginning 
outreach programs to their community, working together to teach children and youth 
and adults in the one inner life of Christ. As a synod I see our youth events, 
mission starts, ACTS, Healthy Congregations, our institutions, Power in the 
Spirit, advocacy for the poor in our commonwealth, and ecumenism as signs and 
opportunities for our standing together in ONE Spirit because of the One Christ 
we have heard proclaimed through Word and Sacrament.

"And not fearing in anything by opponents/enemies, this is for them evidence 
of their destruction, but our salvation"

In my memorization of the NRSV with its four sentence construction, I thought 
of 'not fearing enemies' as having to do with those who disagreed with Paul 
in prison or in Philippi, those causing his extra suffering while in prison, 
etc.

However, in the construct of one sentence that contains in the first clause 
'the gospel of Christ' and in the second clause, 'faith in the gospel' and is 
leading to 'suffering' because of Christ and the gospel, I see the 'enemies 
that are destroyed' as the powers of sin, evil, death. Christ suffering on the 
cross is the evidence for these powers of their destruction, their being 
'de-fanged' but that same suffering of Christ on the cross is our very salvation!

So, "not fearing in any of our enemies, since [the suffering of Christ] is 
evidence of their destruction but of our salvation" BUT!!!!!!! The presence of 
the Church living as the Body of Christ in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, standing in one Spirit, and working together in one inner life IS 
evidence of their destruction and our salvation!

28 "AND THIS IS GOD'S DOING!!!" "AND THIS IS FROM GOD!" Lest we should boast 
about ourselves or our works! The gift of the gospel of Christ, the gift of 
faith in the gospel of Christ, the gift of the destruction of our powerful 
enemies, the gift of a life worthy of the gospel, the gift of the Spirit, the gift 
of oneness in Spirit, the gift of the oneness of the inner life, ALL of this 
is from God!

29 "For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 
Christ, but of suffering for him as well-since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have."

"so that he/God has gladdened you/has rejoiced you/has caused you to rejoice 
that for Christ, not ONLY to believe in Christ BUT ALSO to suffer for Christ 
with the same struggle/opposition [the Greek word 'agon' is where we get the 
word 'agony'] you saw in me and now hear about me!

To the church in Philippi that is itself undergoing persecution, Paul speaks 
to the privilege [NRSV] or to rejoicing that they not only believe in Christ 
but suffer in Christ, with Christ, because of Christ. Their suffering is tied 
in with Christ's suffering on the cross for them.

I think of II Cor. 5, "and he died so that those who live might live no 
longer for themselves but for him who died and was raised for them."

I think of II Tim 1, "so join me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the 
power of God who saved us and called us with a holy calling not according to 
our works but according to his own purpose and grace!"

What grabbed in seeing the Greek as one sentence is noticing that 'seeing' 
and 'hearing about' YOU is balanced at the end with 'seeing' and 'hearing about' 
ME! The worthiness of living in the gospel of Christ is also balanced with 
the suffering that Paul has experienced and the Philippians are experiencing. It 
is NOT a sign of God's abandonment; it is a sign of deeper connection to the 
Christ who suffered as well in order to overcome his opponents/enemies through 
it! Suffering is not the sign that the gospel is false or empty of power; 
suffering, like a fever, becomes the sign of the struggle for the gospel to 
overcome its opponents through the very struggle!

The sentence that began with "oneness in the life lived worthily" ends with a 
unified oneness in suffering by the Philippians, by Paul, by Christ standing 
by one Spirit, working together in one inner life.

Wait till you see where he goes with the next sentence about living together 
as the body of Christ!!!!

Have a wonderful day! I give thanks to God for your partnership in the 
gospel, standing in one Spirit, working together in one inner life formed by the 
gospel of Christ through Word and Sacrament.


