WELCOME TO THE BISHOP'S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!
We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that 'ambassador' vision!
Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY:PHILIPPIANS 1:9-11

[9] And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 
[10] so that you may approve what is excellent, and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
[11] filled with the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: "Take my life and let it be, a living a prayer, my God, to thee." Send me as your ambassador abounding in love overflowing in knowledge to do what is best in planting seeds for a harvest done for the glory and praise of you! Hear my prayers this day for __________________________. Amen. 


(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

In recent years I have fallen in love with some of the prayers of St. Paul! 
You can find four of them hidden in his letter to the Ephesians (NRSV) and a wonderful prayer in the first chapter of Colossians. There is the intent of a prayer for the Thessalonians in the third chapter of 1 Thessalonians, and there is this prayer in Philippians.

Let me tell you what moves me about this prayer in 1:9-11.

I believe it is meant to be borne out of the previous verse, "For God is my 
witness (God has heard this over and over!), For God is my witness, how I long for you with the compassion of Christ, with the love from my gut! The Greek word actually means bowels/intestines where it was believed the seat of emotions was---those butterflies and queasy feelings and those churning, burning up, all the digestive turmoil!! 

In Pidgeon English for the people of Papua New Guinea, the word translated for compassion is 'bel' which means 'abdomen, also believed to be seat of mind and emotions.'

Out of this longing in the love of Christ that goes to the core of his being, 
Paul says, 'And this is my prayer for you:'

'I pray that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight.' The first concern is not their purity of doctrine, his first concern is for their love! He desires their loving community to remain rooted in the love of the Christ who in seeing the needs of others emptied himself and became one with us. Now this love Paul wants to be overflowing more and more with knowledge and full insight. And the knowledge and full insight that Paul desires is knowledge of the love of God for them!!

But this knowledge of God's love is to lead them then to consider how to be God's people. This will be a theme of this letter! 

We just finished our Virginia Synod Assembly. Now when Lutherans gather, you know that you are going to have concerns about 'pure' theology, about being an assembly 'among whom the Gospel is preached in its purity and the sacraments are administered rightly.' (Augsburg Confession, Article 7!!)

But for me, raised in the Virginia Synod, experiencing the summer assemblies at Massanetta Springs, participating in well over a hundred youth events, visiting among congregations and clergy and knowing so many who are at the assembly, the assembly IS an overflowing of love MORE and MORE! 

"I pray that your love may overflow more and more in knowledge and full insight TO HELP YOU TO DETERMINE WHAT IS BEST!"

This prayer of Paul combines 'love' with 'knowledge and 'full insight to 
determine what is best.' It is not one or the other. It is praying in love for us to be led by Christ's Spirit to do what is best together, and it is praying 
that through discernment and hard theological/ethical discussion that what is best will be seated in Christ's love. May they BOTH overflow more and more!

"To determine what is best"-or- "to determine what is right!" -or- "to 
determine what is excellent"

And the word for 'determine' carries other meanings as well: 'test, examine, interpret, discern, discover, approve, demonstrate'. Try using each of those meanings with the phrase as well!

I don't think Paul is being 'wordy' here, but is trying to state the 
importance of love and discernment in Christ that leads to decisions and actions that have purpose and unfolding results! Therefore, we should pray most diligently since we are dealing with the love of Christ for the world!!!! 

"to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, HAVING PRODUCED THE HARVEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT COMES 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST."

When I think of 'harvest' I also think of first planting seeds. What we are 
about as the church is planting seeds. In this letter of Philippians Paul is 
going to speak about the Philippians as his harvest. He hopes that in the day of Jesus Christ he will be able to see that by their mature faithfulness that Paul has not worked in vain-he can see the fruits of his labor; he can see a harvest of righteousness that has come through Jesus Christ.

This prayer causes me to think again about the gospel seeds I am seeking to plant in others and for others. And I am to think about this not only in terms of today and the people I know now, but also in terms of the generations to 
come!

I love the development of the dandelion! It begins as a tough weed!!! It 
sends a long tuber root straight down as far as it can get! Then it sends out leaves in every direction along the ground to lap up every single drop possible!! Then it quickly creates a beautiful yellow flower that attracts bees. If you pick its flower, it quickly produces twice as many! When the flower matures it creates seeds that don't fall to the ground, it produces seeds that scatter far and wide lighter than the wind that bears them up and into distant places far beyond what that weed could imagine!

The creator of the gospel is the creator of that dandelion! If a creation can 
be so prolific and so dynamic, imagine how creative God is with the seeds of faith, the seeds of the gospel we scatter in our conversations and deeds with our child, our neighbor, our colleague, a total stranger!

What we are a part of is a HARVEST! It is a harvest of righteousness because it has to do with Jesus Christ, our alien righteousness that gives to us new vision to see things in ways we never could before!

"for the glory and praise of God." 

"Not to us, not to us O Lord, but to your name gives glory FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR STEADFAST LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS. (psalm 115:1)

I like that the Hebrew verb for 'praise' is really the intensive case of the 
verb that means 'to boast'. If you are going to intensively boast about 
something, let it be God you boast about!

May what I do today be for the glory and praise of God. Not for me, but for the Lord!

Allison Kraus's song lyric, "Take my life and let it be, a living prayer my 
God to thee."

Paul gives to us a living prayer about love overflowing with knowledge and discernment in seeking to do what is excellent/right/best, in order to help bring in a harvest for the glory and praise of God! That gives me some purpose and hope for today, how about you? Especially if I see myself and my child or colleague as potential soil for the seed of the gospel. 






