WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON  PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-4

Phil.2

[1] So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
[2] complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
[3] Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. 
[4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, there is GREAT assurance in you, WONDERFUL encouragement by your love, inspiring fellowship in your Spirit, deep compassion and faithful activity in your coming to our aid….all through the humility and humiliation of your suffering and crucifixion upon a cross……all for us, enacted as if we were of greater value than…..you.  Yet, in such an emptying of power we worship you as the name above every name. May I this day regard others as better than myself; may I this day pay attention not to my own needs but to the interests of others. May I this day, in your Name, be an ambassador that comes to speak and serve with a word and presence that brings your joy that fills another, to overflowing. Hear my prayer this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on ()

In the previous four verses Paul has just finished speaking to the reality that for the Philippians and for Paul, [as with Christ] “living in a manner worthy of the gospel” has meant not only believing in Christ but also suffering. In that community of believing and suffering Paul has encouraged them to ‘stand in one faith’, ‘working together in the same inner life’ without fear of their enemies that might intimidate them.

But NOW having spoken to the believing AND the suffering, he speaks to the quality of community.

He begins another LONG Greek sentence that lasts for the next four verses!! (Though in the NRSV it appears as three sentences!) The verses are manifested as far more intimately connected when they appear as one sentence, as one connected idea.

The sentence starts with four Greek phrases that begin with ‘if’, but the ‘if’ is implying a positive response to it. “If then” there is any consolation in Christ….and there is! Some might want to translate instead of ‘if’, ‘since.’  “Since there IS consolation in Christ!” “Since there IS encouragement in love!” “Since there IS fellowship/community in the Spirit!” “Since there IS compassion and sympathy/mercy!”

Now let’s go back to each phrase. “If then/since, there is any consolation in Christ.” The word for consolation is ‘parakleisis’ which comes from the verb ‘parakaleo,’ that means to ‘call along beside of’ or ‘to invite’, but it can also mean ‘to comfort’, ‘to cheer’, to encourage’, ‘to exhort’, ‘to console’, ‘to challenge’. It has all those meanings because it has to do with inviting or calling up to come beside, to stand with, to be with or in the company with. It is from this verb that we get the word, “Paraclete,” a word for the Holy Spirit that means, ‘Counselor/Advocate/Intercessor’ because the Spirit stands with us, is beside us, invites and invokes us, cheers and exhorts us.

Think of all the possible meanings there truly are to this phrase, “Since there is _____________ because Christ has invited YOU to be with him, YOU to be at his side or better, because Christ has come up to stand next to you., to come be with you. What does it mean for you to be in the very company of Christ?!!

“Since there IS consolation, comfort, cheer, encouragement, exhortation, challenge, hope, JOY in Christ!!”  See what a loaded phrase this is?!!!!!!!!!!!!  How can you possibly fully describe what it means to suddenly realize that you are in the company of Christ or that Christ has truly drawn near to be with you?!!!!!!

“Since there IS consolation, comfort, encouragement, cheer in love”  And it is not erotic love, but agape love which was a neutral Greek word for love that got filled up in a whole new way once the early Church began to use that word as describing the grace-filled, sacrificial, self-denying, rescuing, gifting, affirming, building up LOVE of God in Christ Jesus!!!!!

The word for ‘cheer’, console’ is ANOTHER verb that speaks to a positive building up sense of comforting and cheering and encouraging. Paul is saying, “This is what God’s love does for us.”. 

“Since there IS koinonia/fellowship/community in the Spirit”  There is the word ‘koinonia’ once again. Paul has already used the word twice in the first chapter in describing the ‘partnership in the gospel’ that they have had. That partnership is in the Spirit!

“Since there IS compassion and mercy!” This word for compassion is the same one used from the first chapter where Paul says, “For God is my witness, how I long for you with the compassion of Christ!” It goes to the very gut, the very core of his being. The other word carries the idea of mercy, compassion, and pity with the idea of ‘making every effort to come to the aid of another.’

Now THESE phrases are quite a line up!!!!!!! What a powerful description of a wonderful quality of existence!!

Living IN the parakleisis of Christ!

Living IN the encouragement of God’s powerful love!

Living IN the koinonia of the Spirit!

Living IN a community where feelings from the very core are all about coming to the aid of the other in mercy, compassion, and pity!

And this is being written from a prison or holding center with death on the line!! [never go against a Sicilian when death is on the line!........but,…..I digress.]

SOOOOOOOO,

“If there is any consolation in Christ, any encouragement in love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any compassion or mercy, FILL ME UP WITH JOY—COMPLETE ME IN JOY—MAKE ME UTTERLY REJOICE by your having the 

SAME HARMONY OF MIND,  having the 

SAME LOVE, the

SAME INNER LIFE, the

SAME CONCERN!!!”
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Paul might be saying, “Since all those first four phrases described the quality of existence faith in Christ and even suffering in Christ can bring, you can NOW fill up my joy by letting me know that you HAVE that SAME consolation, encouragement, koinonia, and compassion within your flock ‘cause that is what I pray for you to have!!”

And then he closes the long sentence with two descriptions of just what that means, what that might look like:

“neither according to selfish ambition/selfishness nor according to false boasting/vanity/conceit, BUT THE HUMILITY of regarding others as of more value than yourself/regarding others as better than yourself!”

You see, you stand by with parakleisis, you encourage with love, you abide in the Spirit, you come to the aid of another BECAUSE IN HUMILITY YOU REGARD THEM OF GREATER VALUE THAN YOU!! You don’t dwell on yourself in selfishness and conceit, you see the value in the other one as of GREAT value to God because Christ has died for them!

“not each to himself paying attention, being concerned about, watching out, being careful about, BUT ALSO/RATHER each to the other.” Now the Greek verb here is where we get the English word ‘scope’ from. So, “keeping the telescope, microscope, periscope, not on oneself but keeping the other person and their needs ever in sight!”

You keep your eyes fixed on the interests, needs, concerns of the otherfor whom Christ died because this is what it means to have the paraklesis of Christ, the encouragement of God’s love, the koinonia of the Spirit, the compassion and mercy to come to the aid of…..

BECAUSE IN THE NEXT LOOOOOOONG GREEK SENTENCE WE WILL HEAR OF HOW CHRIST IN HUMILITY, IN LOOKING OUT FOR OUR INTERESTS/NEEDS/DEATH, REGARDED US TO BE OF SUCH GREAT VALUE THAT HE LAID DOWN HIS LIFE TO SAVE OUR LIVES!

SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE HIS PARAKLEISIS, HIS ENCOURAGEMENT FROM HIS LOVE, THE KOINONIA OF HIS SPIRIT, HIS COMPASSION AND MERCY!!

OH THAT WE MIGHT HAVE THE SAME KIND OF THINKING, THE SAME KIND OF LOVE, THE SAME FELLOWSHIP IN THE SPIRIT, THE SAME CONCERN FOR THE OTHER IN OUR MIDST!!

THEN, LIKE PAUL, OUR JOY WOULD BE AT ITS FULLEST, RUNNING OVER!!!

So Paul hopes that we will live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ and be able to believe in it and even to join in suffering because of it’s great value.

The gospel of Jesus Christ brings such an existence where the parakleisis, encouragement, love, koinonia of Spirit, and compassion abounds in humility and care for one another’s needs.

Just so, Paul will commend the Christians in Philippi in the final verses because they have sent gifts to meet his needs; they have used their telescopes and kept their attention on his needs.

What strikes me about this LOOOOOOONG sentence is how Paul speaks to how all the rich gifts of Christ, God’s love, the Spirit, and compassion come alive in us as we are connected to one another in HUMILITY and seeking to care for the interests and needs of the other rather than myself!

I may discover the richness of gifts of Christ and koinonia of the Spirit far more brightly and easily in my midst when I first see the rich value in the other one, when I fix my attention upon the life of the other as one valued by God.

I come alive in Christ as a more effective ambassador when I speak, act, and move within the community in humility, as I fix my attention upon others in the world. I seem to come to lethargy when I let selfishness, false vanity and conceit fix their attention on my own inner life to the exclusion of “the other.”

So I give thanks to God for the rich gifts that have been given to you through the gospel and call of Christ, through the encouragement of God’s love, through the community of the Spirit, by a Christ who has in compassion come to your aid and made you His own. 

And I give thanks to God for the many, many vocations done in the Name of Christ by Christians this day [like you] and for the many, many ministries of the Church throughout the world that focus their sight upon ‘the other’, ones who were also worth the very death of Christ.

