WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 2:25-30

Philippians 2:

[25] I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphrodi'tus my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 

[26] for he has been longing for you all, and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 
[27] Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
[28] I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 
[29] So receive him in the Lord with all joy; and honor such men, 
[30] for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete your service to me. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, send me as your ambassador this day like 
Epaphroditus. Grant that I may willingly empty myself to serve in your name and in the name of your Church. Enable me to be willing to risk my life, even to 
coming close to death in order to minister to the needs of others, to be ready to 
speak the message of your gospel to others. Help me to treasure and honor those 
around the world this day who serve in your name and on our behalf as your 
ambassadors. Hear my prayer this day for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

After the Christ hymn and the description of the life of the community, Paul 
gave the example of Timothy and used the analogy of how Paul and Timothy like 
Father and Son/child labored in the work of the gospel.

Now in our text for today we have Epaphroditus that Paul describes as his 
brother, his co-worker, his co-soldier. The preposition that is used in each of 
these words is the Greek word, 'sun' that means "with", "in company with", 
"together with." It is a preposition most appropriate as Paul now gives an 
illustration of what it means to be a 'brother, a co-worker, a fellow soldier by 
thanking the people of Philippi for Epaphroditus.

I see Timothy helping to illustrate the Christ hymn; I see Epaphroditus 
helping to illustrate the description of what it means to be in Christian community.

Look at the beginning adjectives of what it means to be in Christian 
community. It means to be a brother/sister, that love that says we are connected by 
blood-in this case, it happens that the blood that connects us is not our blood, 
but the blood of Christ! He is a co-worker/fellow worker in service of the 
Lord; there is a working together and a commitment in that together for a common mission. He is a fellow soldier; he puts his life on the line for the one at 
his left and at his right in a common mission for the sake of who commissions 
him. He is an apostle, knowing that he is sent with a message to share. He is 
a minister/servant, knowing that he is to wait upon, serve, care for the needs 
of another with compassion and mercy.

But more than that Epaphroditus has a longing for the Philippian community. 
It is the same word that Paul uses in the first chapter-"For God is my witness 
how I LONG FOR YOU with the compassion of Christ." There is a strong regard, a love for the community, for the body of Christ in that place.

And Epaphroditus is distressed because he understands that the Philippian 
community has heard that he was ill. He wants to reassure them to ease their 
minds that he is well; he wants to reassure them that he has indeed fulfilled 
their mission and delivered their gifts properly on their behalf. In the midst of 
his illness and recovery, Epaphroditus' concern is still for his community's 
distress. You see, he has the 'compassion and mercy' that Paul spoke to in 2:1, 
"If there is any compassion and mercy-that is, coming to the aid of the 
other."

Paul is reassuring the Philippians that Epaphroditus has indeed fulfilled the 
purpose for which he was sent; he has been a good servant; he has delivered 
the gifts they sent; he has cared for the needs of Paul.

Bonnie Thurston notes that in Roman prisons of Paul's day, all that the 
Romans provided was the cell. Food, clothing, care, watchfulness over for health 
and welfare was the duty of friends and family. She writes, "Having 'ministers' 
to those in prison was crucial and , indeed, in the early church the ministry 
of serving the needs of those in prison continued into the fourth and fifth 
centuries as a special service of the order of widows. And recall Jesus' 
teachings about caring for the imprisoned in Matthew 25:31ff."

And what is the order of the day for Christian community-they are to welcome 
this one with joy! They are to rejoice in his return to be among them! 

Paul then writes, "Receive him in the Lord with all joy and have regard for 
such as these as valuable/precious/honored/esteemed/distinguished BECAUSE on 
account of the work of Christ he came near to death, risking his soul/life 
[psuche] in order to complete/fulfill what was left to be done in your service to 
me."

Epaphroditus risked his life; he came near to death in doing the work of 
Christ. Epaphroditus was their literal extension, their missionary, their foreign 
service agent, their deployed staff, their military chaplain, their volunteer 
corps, their disaster response team, their world relief work in their name 
doing what they could not do being back in Philippi, though they could send, 
sponsor, underwrite him and claim him as their own. [This is what we do in 
thousands of ways every day around the world! They are indeed precious, valuable, a treasure and worthy of being esteemed and honored for their work's sake!]

And the word that is used for 'service' is not the usual word that has to do 
with a slave serving his/her master. The words used here is 'leiturgia' from 
which we get the word 'liturgy'. It is the service rendered as if in a temple 
or worship setting. 

The power of Epaphroditus' liturgy is that it is holy work, done for Paul in 
the name of Christ, like Christ, and in the name of the Philippian community! 
The liturgy is found in the prison. The setting of the profane [prison] has 
become the holy place. Teachers find their liturgy in their classroom; many 
professionals find their liturgy in their offices; where is your liturgy this day? 
Where are you called to serve in Christ's name ministering to/serving others?

Epaphroditus, also, has emptied himself and gone to serve another who is in 
prison Willingly he has regarded Paul as of greater value than himself, and he 
has put the interests of Paul and the Philippian church ahead of his own 
interests. He has sought to bring the consolation of Christ, the encouragement of 
love, the koinonia of the Spirit, compassion and mercy in coming to the aid of 
Paul!! He has enacted what Paul desires for his Christian community. So they 
should receive this one with joy and honor him for his work's sake done in the 
name of Christ and on their behalf!

May I this day seek to be of service to others in the Name of the Christ who 
sends me as his ambassador. May I see my work as a liturgy. May I regard my 
brothers and sisters within the church as co-workers and fellow soldiers. May I 
recognize my being sent by them to speak a message and to offer service for 
the needs of others.

