WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 3:17

 Philippians 3: [17] Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have an example in us. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have bid me to follow you. In that 
following I often forget that I, too, am to be walking in a way that others watch. May my following you be in such a way that others may follow you even by 
following me. May I be a worthy ambassador of your Word to my child, my spouse, my friend, and my new acquaintance in this coming day. Hear my prayers this day for 
__________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul does something bold with his Philippians that is a challenge for me. He 
ACTUALLY lifts himself up as an example for those he has brought into the 
faith! He say, "Imitate me! Join in following my example!"

Not that is very hard for me to say to another, "Join in following my 
example!" But this is really the vow I took at my child's baptism when I promised to raise my child in the faith. St. Francis of Assisi once said, "Preach the 
gospel at all times, and when necessary, use words." Luther called parents, "God's 
agents" in the Large Catechism under the explanation of the Fourth 
Commandment. That is, parents are to be examples of the love of God demonstrating faithfulness, grace, love, correction, guidance, mercy, patience, forbearance, steadfastness, affirmation, and confidence to name a few. They are also to speak of their Lord who is the foundation of their life, their love, their 
relationships. They are to speak to a Lord that has made all the difference in their 
living for their child to hear.

This is really the vow I took at my confirmation, to be an example of the 
faith for others, to seek to be what was said over me in my baptism, "Let your 
light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven." It is a willingness to speak to the Lord of my life to my 
friends and colleagues.

That is really the vow I took at my ordination and all my installations. 
"Will you be an example of the godly life?" It is a willingness to speak to the 
Lord of our lives within the life of the community of Christ and in the world.

Are not everyone of these vows the church asking me to be an example of the 
faith for others? Whether I like it or not, I AM an example of the faith, every 
day. And every day I am a MOST important example of the faith for my 
daughter, my wife, my family. Every day I am an example of the faith for colleagues, 
friends, and many others.

How much more seriously would I take it, if I actually said, "Join in 
imitating me"?
Paul is seeking to help the Philippians through a time of seeking direction 
by saying, "Let me guide your walking."

Now this becomes even more clear when we move from the NRSV translation of 
the next phrase, "and observe those who live according to the example you have 
in us," and use the literal Greek, "and look for [skopeo-where we get the 
English word, 'scope'] those who are walking as you have the 
pattern/model/example/standard in us."

The Greek verb, parapateo, which means 'to walk' is used often by Paul to 
speak to 'living in the way' of God. It is a walking by faith, a journeying in 
the faith, and it is done step by step.

Paul is saying to the Philippians, "That walking by faith is much easier with 
a walking partner, especially one willing to be a bit out front leading the 
way, giving the pattern for the walking." It reminds me a bit of the 23rd 
psalm, "He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." God leads 
me in the walking of life/faith in the right way because this is what God does; 
God provides the way, the model, the example. This is what Jesus comes to do 
especially as John 1:18 puts it, "No one has ever seen God, it is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known."


Paul is saying to the Philippians, "I have lifted up for you the example of 
Christ Jesus, the example of Timothy, the example of Epaphroditus, the example 
of myself. Now walk in the pattern of the examples that you have seen."

I love to watch a mother duck with her ducklings, because they walk in her 
pattern right behind her. She provides the way and the example.

All of us have those who have been powerful examples of the faith for us. 
They have provided the models that Paul is speaking to here…..but we are also 
examples, ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. Wonder who is watching ….may I be a worthy example/pattern this day in my walking.

