WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILLIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:2-3


Philippians 4: [2] I entreat Eu-o'dia and I entreat Syn'tyche to agree in the Lord. 
[3] And I ask you also, true yokefellow, help these women, for they have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, we are bound to remember those who suffer under the burden of Katrina today. Be with all those who have perished, all those 
who are suffering, all those who feel hopeless and filled with fear. Let those 
who serve them bring the hope and abiding love of your presence among these 
your children.
    In Euodia and Syntyche, we remember the faith of women whose faith in you 
have provided so many faithful witnesses, servants, teachers, and proclaimers 
of the gospel!
    Send us all as your ambassadors this day to those who desire a Word of 
hope and a hand of mercy. Hear our prayers this day for _____________________. 
Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"Euodia, I parakaleo,  and Syntyche, I parakaleo to think the same in the 
Lord. Yes and I am asking you (singular) my loyal/genuine/true yokefellow 
(Syzogus), help/assist these women, who have fought beside/worked beside in the 
gospel, also with Clement and the others of my fellow workers, whose names are in 
the Book of life."

These are important verses for me, for it establishes for me two women who 
are leaders in the early church!  After all, it was at Philippi that Paul met 
Lydda, the dealer in purple garments with other women in Acts 16:11. The Church 
in Philippi kept having women named as deacons in letters that followed 
generations after this letter of Paul to Philippi.

Here we have Eudoia and Syntyche who are two leaders in the community of 
faith in Philippi. Paul takes care not to embarrass either one publicly, so we 
carefully says in the Greek: "Euodia, I 'parakaleo' you, and Syntyche, I 
'parakaleo' you." Remember back in Philippians 2:1: "If then there is any 
'parakleisis' in Christ." 

"Euodia, Syntyche, I beseech, I console, I exhort, I challenge, I comfort you 
to be like minded." 

And yes, the Greek verb, 'phronein' is used here for 'like minded' just as it 
was in Philippians 2:3-5! 

He is reminding these two leaders to use their leadership not for dividing 
the community but for building up, for being like minded in Christ-having the 
mind of Christ!

And he asks another to be their 'yokefellow'. In those days, two oxen were 
yoked together so that they might pull together. He asks another to yoke 
themselves to this disagreement so that they might pull together in Christ. Like 
Matthew 18, he asks the community to bring healing to a difference between two 
leaders within the community. Now this is not a petty thing, but a matter of 
perhaps direction. Paul uses the same words when he speaks in 3:15-16 about those 
mature in faith being like minded and holding fast to what has already been 
attained.

Now he writes that these two women have fought beside him in the gospel. Paul 
is not speaking here of their argument, but he is speaking of them as fellow 
warriors in the work of the gospel! It has kind of a battle idea and soldiers 
fighting side by side. Now people in Philippi who had had the city settled by 
retired Roman soldiers would have liked this analogy! And it is two women 
named as fellow fighters for the gospel! These two women are fighters with Paul 
for the sake of the gospel. The NRSV says, 'fellow workers.' One lexicon 
translates it this way, "they fought at my side in spreading the gospel." I love that!

Now what strikes me here is that when Paul is speaking about Timothy and his 
worth, he describes Timothy and himself as slaves for the gospel! These women 
have fought by his side!!  These women were leaders in the church! More than 
fellow slaves, they are fellow soldiers, just as Epaphroditus was spoken of by 
Paul earlier in chapter 2:25 where he is described as a 'fellow worker and 
fellow soldier'. So what follows is how these women are like 'Clement and my 
fellow workers whose names are written in the book of life."

For all those who insist that Paul is totally anti-women, here is quite the 
opposite to the community in Philippi!! Here women are in leadership roles as 
well as men. Bonnie Thurston speaks to sources that list women in Philippi as 
deacons who preach and pray within that community!

But in these verses, the parakleisis of Christ and the like-mindedness of 
Christ are to be the guide for these leaders who are disagreeing with one 
another. They are to use another in the community as a means to settle their 
disagreement. They are to remember their other fellow workers who need them to 
continue working with them and with one another in the fight of the gospel

Today I give thanks for all the women who have been powerful examples of the 
faith, the many woman who have been lifted up as leaders, as saints, as 
martyrs, as deacons, as pastors, as bishops for the faith, as prayer partners, as 
fellow servants of the gospel!! "Let us all hold fast to what we have attained!"
