WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:9
Philippians 4: [9] What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, for your death and resurrection, for your 
forgiveness and grace, for your joy and hope, for your promises of font and table, 
I give you thanks. Lord, hear my prayers that with my child, with my colleague 
may I be as a teacher, proclaimer, and example of the gospel's promises and 
life. Send me as your ambassador to respond in courage to the opportunities to 
serve in your Name this day among those that I love and even those I do not 
yet know. Hear my prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul's letter to the Philippians has been all about Christian lifestyle. This 
was the heart of his example in prison still seeking to be joy-filled and to 
be boldly confessing Christ even in suffering. This led to the discussion 
within the second chapter which centered on having the mind of Christ who emptied himself in obedience. The second chapter then contained examples of others living a life of obedience and service for others in Timothy and Epaphroditus. Chapter three had Paul speak to the surpassing value of Christ for his life, a life now of pressing on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. In chapter 3:17 Paul wrote, "Join in imitating me, and 
observe those who live according to the example you have in us."

In chapter 4:8 He lifts up the best in the civil righteousness, in the 
Hellenistic lifestyle to 'consider.'

Now in verse 9, he returns to his own role as teacher and father in the faith 
for them.

He says, "Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you." or "Keep on 
practicing/doing." The first Greek verb is literally, 'what you have discipled,' 
'what you have gotten in being my student.'

The second verb is 'to receive.' It is what Paul handed down to them, what 
they received from him. They received the gospel, the good news, the joy, the 
peace, the hope, the koinonia, the encouragement in Christ.

The third and fourth have to do with the integrity of Paul, what they have 
heard and seen in him!

This is an important combination of verbs. There is what Paul has taught them 
by teaching, what Paul has taught them by handing on to them to have, what 
Paul has authenticated by living it out himself.

My, how this challenges me as a parent and as a pastor and as an ambassador 
for Christ! It is not just what I can teach or proclaim, but it is also 
authenticated by how I live it. And for me, this is what confession and absolution, 
then, is about each Sunday morning, and it is also about my seeking to share 
with my child and those whom I serve that while I have 'not attained it or made 
it my own, yet I press on to make it my own because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own.'

Tonight on '60 Minutes' I heard the police chief of New Orleans speak with 
great disappointment and anger about over 500 New Orleans police who have still 
not shown up for duty since the hurricane. I don't know the reasons why they 
have not shown it. The police chief called them cowards………I thought about the 
times in my Christian life when I have not shown up on time either. I could 
think of times when I have blown it or when I in fear have backed away. The loss 
of courage has been my sin many times, and I suspect it may continue to 
happen as long as I am in this sinful flesh.

And I hate that because I fear of it impacting others, especially my own 
child's 'seeing and hearing in me.' The gospel is too wonderful that I don't want 
to lessen its profound promises for her living and handing it on to her 
children in time and she seeks to teach and live the faith among them. The office of parent and the office of pastor are both too important to let the mistakes taint the riches of the gospel and the Christian life.

Now in my living as my duaghter’s father, I pray that my sinful life will not prevent her from yet learning, and receiving, and hearing, and seeing the faith even in me.

Truth is, the greatest impact upon a child's faith is the integrity of 
her/his parent's faith. Yet, the other part, is in time for the child to recognize the falling short and the vulnerabilities of their parent and the power of forgiveness and the living upon a firmer foundation undergirding you that comes in trusting the promises of God.

Then Paul ends the verse, "and the God of peace will be with you."

Paul is saying that what he has taught, spoken of with joy, lived with hope 
and confidence about has been this God whose promises bring joy and certainty 
that nothing shall separate us from the love of God, that he knows the one in 
whom he puts his trust, because he has certainty that the one he loves is the 
one who has died so that we might live, and that in him we have the forgiveness 
of our sin. That brings peace.

And the one who brings the peace, the forgiveness, is God.

In this ending of the verse, I hear the echoes of the ending of Matthew's 
gospel with the words of Jesus, "Lo, I am with you to the end of the ages." "The 
God of peace will be with you."



