WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON  PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 1:15-18

Phillipians.1

15] that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
[16] holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
[17] Even if I am to be poured as a libation upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
[18] Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, let your Name be praised and proclaimed by your Church and by me! In the waters of baptism you have made us sisters and 
brothers in your family of faith, and we certainly act like brothers and sisters in 
a family! Forgive all the ways that I ruin unity within your family, O Lord. 
Send me as your ambassador this day to others with the good news of you! Hear 
my prayers this day for your whole Church and especially for 
________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Paul has just previously written to the Philippians that he has been amazed 
at what God is doing through him even under imperial guard. He has become known as one imprisoned for Christ and many have become confident by his example and word in prison so that they are able to confess Christ as Lord more boldly and without fear!! Now it would seem that this must have been a tight group, all in prison and all confessing Christ set by the pace of Paul's boldness in 
confessing his Lord!

But no! Even here in this small prison with great fear about sentencing and 
perhaps execution, even here the Christians have rivalry, envy, selfish 
ambitions, and Paul perceives even the seeking of his suffering being increased 
intentionally by fellow Christians!!

Remember in Luke 9:49-50 the Transfiguration has just taken place before the 
very eyes of Peter, James, and John, then Jesus casts out a demon of a boy, 
and then Jesus predicts his certain betrayal……and in Luke 9:46-48 the disciples 
get in an argument about over who is the greatest and in 49-50 John wants 
Jesus to know that they saw someone else using Jesus' name and they told him to 
stop it because he wasn't one of them. Even the very 12 following Jesus himself 
have rivalry, envy, and selfish ambitions!

And then Paul writes an equally amazing thing in verse 18: "What does it 
matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every day, whether out of false 
motives or true; and in that I rejoice. Yes, but I will CONTINUE to rejoice!"

We are a divided Church, an arguing, envious, often petty, body of Christ. We 
are divided by faith traditions centuries deep, divided by theological 
arguments decades deep, divided by polity structures and principles decades deep, 
divided by social issues years deep, divided by evangelism approaches, divided 
by worship decisions, divided by perceived power struggles, divided by hurt 
feelings, divided by what can be moved and not moved within our sanctuary like 
the baptismal font, the candlesticks, divided by lack of appreciation expressed 
or disappointment in being overlooked, divided in being forgotten in time of 
need, divided by words said or not said to one another……..no wonder we are 
brothers and sisters in Christ! We act like it!

But from time to time we all give another in this world a glimpse of the 
light of Christ in our word and deed. 

We do not recognize the theological integrity of millions of those Christ has 
redeemed, and we are suspicious of the motives and driving centers of many, 
many Christian leaders(like me), but through it all the Sower is casting seeds 
and through it all the Spirit is seeking to speak to dry bones in a vast 
valley dying for breath, for renewal. Yes, I find myself acting out of envy, 
rivalry, and selfish ambitions, and it truly does hurt the Body of Christ!

Yet Paul writes, "What does it all matter? That Christ is proclaimed and in 
this I rejoice and will continue to rejoice!!"

In the first generation of the Church, what mattered was getting the Name of 
Jesus out there to let the Spirit change lives and create faith…….it is so 
now as well! The difference is that the Church has become known as a splintered 
faith because the followers of Christ are so splintered off from one another. 
Christians have been exceedingly faithful to their Lord and have let and 
continue to let their light shine; Christians have been exceedingly misled in their 
fears and understandings and rivalries and have acted far more like Darth 
Vader than Jedi Knights in those times and these times!

This day, I want to consider again the prospect of how many Christians will 
proclaim the Name of Christ, and I would like by the end of this day to have 
been one of them. I want to proclaim the Name of Christ in a way that will make 
my Lord rejoice. I would like to speak the name of Jesus to my wife, my child, 
my colleagues, and perhaps to a total stranger.

This day, I want to consider again what divides me from other Christians and 
to reflect about what gifts different traditions of the Christian faith bring 
to light. This day many, many will proclaim to others the glorious Christ! 
Last night I was with the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church in 
their large worship service. We use St. Andrew's Roman Catholic Church and fill 
it with 600; they have to use the Hampton Coliseum in order to get all of 
their voting members into a place of worship! One of the wonderful steps in 
ecumenical work is being overshadowed by all the sexuality discussions, the 
Lutherans and Methodists may move into interim sharing of the Eucharist which may move to full communion. For us in Virginia, it would mean moving into full 
communion with 342,000 brothers and sisters in Christ! Bishop Charlene Kammerer is a wonderful Christian leader!

This day, I want to consider again what gifts the Lutheran tradition speaks 
to the whole Body of Christ and to give thanks for that proclamation as well. 
After all, that is what Wednesdays' readings are about, how we proclaim the 
amazing gospel of Jesus Christ!

This day, I will pray again for all that divides Lutherans from other 
Lutherans, and I will pray that even in the midst of rivalry and division that in 
everything Christ might yet be proclaimed.

In this I will rejoice and continue to rejoice, that Christ may be 
proclaimed…even through me!

