WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILLIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9

Philippians 4: [8] Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
[9] What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.

PRAYERS FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, your life, death, and resurrection have 
rescued me from sin, evil, and death. You have covered me with your life and taken from me my despair and fear. As your ambassador send me with your Holy Spirit to proclaim your name! As your ambassador may I truly live honorably, justly, 
worthy of praise so that even those who do not know you may yet in seeing my 
light so shine that they may yet praise our Father in heaven. Hear my prayers 
this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Fred Craddock writes, "It seems as though the apostle realizes that he has 
spoken so much of opposition and conflict between the culture and the church 
that points of commendation and agreement have been overlooked. In 4:8-9 he 
remedies that somewhat by commending to the Philippians a list of admirable traits 
drawn from Greek moralists, the true, the honorable, the just, the pure, the 
lovely, the excellent, the praiseworthy. These were the virtues extolled by the 
ethicists of Greek culture….Paul faced a phenomenon with which he and all 
Christians have had to deal: Outside the circles of Jewish and Christian faith 
are those men and women whose conduct and relationships exhibit qualities 
enjoyed upon those within those circles….The church that takes a rigid 
over-against-the world posture is now and again forced to go in search of a more adequate 
theology."

Bonnie Thurston, "The verse is a Greco-Roman virtue list, a teaching 
technique probably borrowed from the Stoics that lists virtues a teacher wishes his 
students to exhibit. None here is specifically Christian; all were highly 
commended in Greek philosophy….
    Noble-'worthy of respect', 'awe-inspiring', 'dignified'...The now 
antiquated term 'venerable' might catch the sense of moral excellent that is implied.
    'Just' is at the root of 'righteousness.' It is a relational term and 
suggest the communal nature of virtue….Justice is a key virtue for peaceful 
communal life.'
    'acceptable'-literally, 'toward lovely,' thus 'pleasing,' 'lovely,' or 
'attractive.'…The connotation of the word has evangelistic implications in that 
Paul commands the Philippians to live in ways that will be attractive to 
others.
    'praiseworthy'-'appealing' Again the appeal is to the reputation of 
Christians in the larger community.
    'if any virtue and if any praise' Here the construction changes from the 
plural adjective to an abstract pronoun. The shift is from the six specific 
virtues just enumerated to comprehensive ones. 'Virtue' was one of the most 
important terms in Hellenistic philosophy….In Greek moral thinking it is the 
comprehensive term for moral excellence of any kind, so it serves as a summary idea 
here."

Those are two good descriptions of the intent and words within the verses. To 
a Roman city from whom most of the Christians in the Philippian church have 
come, Paul uses words familiar to them in a new way. He ties what has been of 
their former world now to their new citizenship in heaven. In terms of their 
daily living, it is certainly possible for civil righteousness to look pretty 
much alike from one religion or philosophy to another. There are many, many 
non-Christians acting quite heroic and moral and as an example for all in their 
rescue attempts and sacrificial long-suffering for others down in the aftermath 
of Kristina. They are models of what it means to be noble and virtuous and 
worthy of praise for their actions on behalf of others! They provide good 
examples of what it means to be a good neighbor and to love their neighbor as 
themselves! They are the kind of people that the President will want to have in the 
balcony to recognize during the State of the Union Address as paragons of the 
American ideal for us all to emulate. 

Paul lifts up the importance of exemplary living among our neighbors in the 
same way that Luther lifts up serving the neighbor in his treatise, "The 
Freedom of the Christian."

Now instead of saying as he has so many times in this letter, "be like 
minded", he uses instead, "consider/turn it over in your thinking." "Consider these 
things; think about these things." Be intentional about showing love for your 
neighbor and about being a presence among others that would have the writer of 
I Peter put it this way: "Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so 
that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds 
and glorify God when he comes to judge."

They buried a Lutheran today, Chief Justice Rehnquist. I was watching at 2pm 
hoping to see the service. They didn't allow cameras inside the 
cathedral---Halellujah!!!!!! His pastor was preaching the gospel, and I just am sure that 
his pastor proclaimed the alien righteousness of the Christ who emptied himself 
to come outside of us in order to come into our world and lives and rescue us! 
He proclaimed the life of another who rescued the one in bondage to sin, 
evil, and now quite obviously, death. I know that going into the cathedral the 
Chief Justice was clothed in the flag; I don't know whether once inside the 
cathedral he was clothed with the pall of Christ. I wouldn't be surprised because 
the pall would signify something quite appalling, the Christ covers us with 
himself. Luther will speak to Christ being the light covering the wall in his 
commentary on Galatians.
    Then I imagine that the pastor then spoke to the civil righteousness of 
the Chief Justice, as one who was noble, just, worthy of praise, a venerable 
judge among us.
    I would imagine that the eulogies from Justice O'Conner and the President 
extolled the civil service of the Chief Justice as excellent and worthy of us 
all 'considering' and 'pondering it over in our minds.'

I am grateful for the service and example of Chief Justice Rehnquist; his 
civil righteousness is indeed worthy of extolling. It does indeed call forth the 
best in me for my service to others in this world.

But I am profoundly humbled and thankful for the 'alien righteousness' of my 
Lord Jesus Christ who has rescued me and assured me that nothing shall 
separate me from his love. That just kills me….. and makes of me an ambassador in his 
Name.
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