WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:10
Philippians 4: [10] I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me; you were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I give thanks to you for the many signs of your under girding love for me in countless blessings and especially in your 
promises of Word and Sacrament and Christian conversation and consolation!  Send me as your ambassador that 'ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven', I might with joy be your letter to another for whom you died and will love forever. Hear my prayers this day for __________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Most scholars feel that verses 10-20 should be read as a single unit, the 
expression of appreciation for the gift and support of the Philippians by Paul.

"I rejoice in the Lord greatly" Just about every major section of Philippians 
begins with an expression regarding joy or rejoicing…I'd sure like to begin 
every new day and major activity in my life with an expression of joy or 
rejoicing!! Now Paul can do this in prison "awaiting potentially a death sentence!! 
Hmmm…..there must BE something to this surpassing value of knowing Jesus 
Christ my Lord."

"I rejoice in the Lord greatly that you have revived again your thinking 
about me."

Now this Greek verb "revived" means literally, 'to bloom again, to grow 
again', like springtime.
 
So Fred Craddock writes, "Finally, if less profound certainly no less 
beautiful, is the metaphor drawn from nature with which Paul opens his response to the gift from Philippi. In verse 10, 'you have revived your concern for me' 
translates an image of spring and the blossoming again of their concern for him. 
Apparently their partnership with Paul in giving and receiving had experienced 
a long winter which, Paul hastens to add, was not their fault; it simply was 
not the proper season. Now it is spring again, their concern has blossomed, and 
Paul is filled with joy." [Philippians. Interpretation Series. p. 79.]

"indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it."

Ahhhh, now let me let you in on the Greek here because the English hides it. 
Do you know what the Greek verb here in verse 10 is that is highlighted? "I 
rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for 
me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it."

Of COURSE,  you don't know 'cause you don't have the Greek text!!!! sorry……

Well, the Greek verb is ONCE AGAIN----phroneo!!!! 

1:7 "It is right for me to regard you in this way, to be like minded with you 
in this way"

2:2 "Make my joy complete, that you be like minded"

2:5 "Let this like mindedness be in you, that was in Christ Jesus"

3:15 "Let us who are mature in faith be like minded."

3:16 "Let us be like minded about the same thing."

4:2 "Let Euodia and Synthche be like minded!"

4:10 "you have revived your like-mindedness with me, indeed you were always 
like minded with me, you just didn't have the opportunity!"

The gifts that have come to Paul are spoken of in the same way he spoke to 
the 'parakleisis' in Christ, the 'koinonia' in the Spirit, the encouragement of 
love, it is the like-mindedness in Christ, having the same mind as Christ, 
being so close in regard that they are like minded. "On the same wavelength in 
heart, mind, and soul." The gifts that arrive are signs of that 
"like-mindedness."

Now college students away from home know a little about this when the care 
package arrives and the brownies, cookies, cash, coupons, kisses, etc. are 
wrapped in foil or in a tin!

Military personnel know of this in the care packages that come from home with 
pictures, remembrances, treats, and letters that absolutely tie them over for 
a spell.

And it has been a long stretch, a looooong stretch, and then there is 
Epaphroditus standing there with care packages in hand, signs of not being forgotten, 
signs, in fact of being remembered, cherished, loved, supported!!

I remind us that in Paul's day, the Romans provided nothing for those in such 
a prison. The prisoner lived off of the kindness of those who would remember 
them, those who would be 'like minded' with them. It helps me to take even 
more seriously the words in scripture about those 'who visit with those in 
prison.'

And the 'signs' of that 'like-mindedness' is in the form of those gifts, 
those care packages, those 'letters from home.' Jesus is the 'like-mindedness' of 
God for us, the sign. The sacraments are 'signs' of Jesus' 'like-mindedness' 
for you, in bread and wine, in body and blood, in water and Word.

Now think how POWERFUL then Epaphroditus was who was not only a 'sign' of 
like-mindedness, but was himself an embodiment of all that living goodwill, 
prayers, love, good wishes, affection, encouragement, and support. Whenever Paul 
saw Epaphroditus, spoke with Epaphroditus, sang and prayed and laughed and cried 
with Epaph…..aw heck, he just called him "Epi"!

And this, too, is what an ambassador is, a letter from home. In II 
Corinthians 3 Paul writes to the Corinthians, "You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all; and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts." So with us, 
you and me.

In this verse, Paul says that to receive such a remembrance in the form of 
Epaphroditus and their gifts was ………as if the whole season of spring had come 
into blossom again! Imagine that from one in prison!

This day, for those we meet as ambassadors of Christ, may it be so as well.





