WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:11-13
Philippians: 4: [11] Not that I complain of want; for I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content.  [12] I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want.  [13] I can do all things in him who strengthens me.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: "Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Send us as your ambassadors this day, content in knowing there is nowhere we go that your presence does not already fill, nothing we endure 
that you have not already known. Hear our prayers this day for 
__________________. Amen. (LBW Evening Prayer p. 153)

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Verse 11 "Not that I am referring to being in need." or "not that I am 
speaking about lack"

Bonnie Thurston writes, "The word for 'lack' here is the same one used of the 
widow's poverty in Mark 12:44. Paul wants to assure the Philippians that he 
is not in need, and thus the letter is not an appeal for support of some 
sort…Paul is not 'soliciting' the Philippians for anything."    [Sacra Pagina. 
Philippians. p. 152]

"for I have learned to be content with whatever I have." or "for I 
learned/discipled in what I am to be content."

Thurston writes, "'In what I am' renders the Greek literally…It is not only 
that Paul has learned by experience to be content in whatever circumstances he 
finds himself, which he has done. He has also come to be content in 'who he 
is'; he has made peace with himself. 'To be content in which things I am' is not 
just about external gifts or needs, but reflects a profound and mature 
self-knowledge and peace in self-acceptance. 'Content' means 'self-sufficient.' The 
word is found in Stoic ethical texts for the state of mind of a person 
independent of all things and people. It is one of the attributes of the wise person 
in Stoic teaching….Seneca wrote 'the happy man is content with his present 
lot, no matter what it is, and is reconciled to his circumstances.  The word 
'serene' might describe the sort of person in view here. As in 4:8 Paul commends, 
or here practices, behavior of which the Philippian culture approved." pp, 
152-153

Paul has just encouraged the Philippians, those whom he brought into the 
church, that they should do what he has discipled them. Now he writes that in HIS 
OWN discipling, the one who has brought him into the faith and life has taught 
him to be content in who he is. Remembering that the one Paul believes 
brought him into faith was a direct revelation by Jesus Himself, I could say it this 
way-Paul is content in who he (Paul) is because he is content in who He 
(Jesus) is. Paul is content who he (Paul) is in Christ; this is what he has 
'discipled'/learned.

I would say it this way. I am learning that in all my circumstances I am His, 
and in that I am content. Luther would say that when the fears and troubles 
of the day would assail him that he would remember, "I am baptized!". "I belong 
to Christ, that is who I am."

Verse 12 "I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed 
and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need."



Thurston writes, "The verse fleshes out the meaning of the word 'content' in 
v. 11. The verb for 'know' here implies to know by experience as opposed to 
intellectual or theoretical knowledge." p. 153

"I know what it is to have little/become little. I know what it is to 
abound/be overflowing." We have the depth and the height. Paul uses the same word for 
'be humbled' in the Christ hymn in chapter 2:6-11. In that hymn, Christ is 
also raised above everything and everyone! In Ephesians, the writer will speak 
to Christ who fills the depths and fills the heights. Now Paul, who is 
following Christ, speaks to learning what it is to be humbled and to be overflowing, 
to know the depths and to know the heights.
In Ephesians, the writer wants to assert that you just can't get or go deeper 
or higher than Christ. Christ fills ALL things. So Paul can be content 
because his Christ is Lord over all places and circumstances!!

"I have learned the secret"

Thurston writes, "'I have been initiated' is from a verb used to describe the 
act of initiation into the mystery cults. Its use would have been striking to 
the Philippians, who might well have known it from its religious context….The 
implication is that he learned it from the model of Christ (2:6-11). Again, 
what Paul knows, he knows by experience, not 'in theory.'" p. 153

"I have learned the secret of/been initiated into being satisfied fully and 
of hungering, of overflowing and of lacking."

Now I was in a fraternity in college, and I went through initiation. Hell 
week and the night of the initiation was all about my knowing fullness and going 
without!!! It was about overflowing and lacking!!  When it came time for my 
initiation [though at the time I didn't know it!], I was accompanied by my 
brothers who walked with me through the whole experience. It was a walk that 
involved being 'way-laid' and even set on fire!!  My point through this romp down 
memory lane at your expense was that I was led through/brought 
through/accompanied through by another.

Paul has been 'initiated' and the 'secret he has learned' is that a part of 
that initiation is not being alone but 'brought through' by another.

Verse 13 "I can do all things through him who strengthens me!"

"I am able to do in the one who 'em-dynamites' me!"  The Greek verb here is 
"en=in"
"dunamounti=powers". "He empowers me." But look at the Greek here!! This is 
where we get our word 'dynamite!' Jesus Christ is Paul's dynamite! The dynamite 
thing is that Paul has discovered the crucified and risen Christ is the one 
who fills the heights and depths of life and will bring/accompany Paul through 
in all circumstances so Paul is content to walk in faith accompanied by the 
one who lives in him.



