WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHLIPPIANS 4:14
Philippians: 4: [14] Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have given to us your life, your 
forgiveness, your love, your righteousness, your joy, your peace, your hope, your 
promise, your assurance, and your relationship with the Father. No matter what I 
face, may I then sense that I may be content through you who strengthens me. May 
I then seek to enter into a fellowship of suffering with others, that I may be 
a sign, a reminder, an ambassador of your presence and grace. Send me this 
day ready to share in the lives of others the blessed joy of your Lordship. Hear 
my prayers for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

"However!" Paul has just traced for them how in the Lord he has come to 
realize that in whatever circumstance he encounters he has realized the fellowship, 
the company of 'him who strengthens me!' Whether highs or lows, the Lord has 
strengthened him. Therefore, it is hard to exactly determine that the 'highs' 
are brought by God but not the 'lows' OR that the lows are brought by God and 
not the highs! In ALL circumstances, Paul has endured through 'him who 
strengthens me!'

"However! it was kind of you to share my distress." Now the Greek here uses 
the verb that means 'to do or to make' with a word that means 'well or good' to 
get the phrase, 'it was kind of you'. One might literally say, 'you made 
goodness happen!'

"You made goodness happen for me in your sharing my tribulations." The word 
for 'sharing' is 'koinonia!' Here it pops up again!! We have moved from the 
company of God to the company of fellow believers. The first movie in the 
trilogy, "The Lord of the Rings" can be called, 'The Fellowship of the Ring', but 
Paul here speaks to 'The Fellowship of Tribulations.'

Back in chapter 3 Paul wrote, "I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of HIS sufferings." Now here, Paul speaks to the 
fellowship he experiences from them in his sufferings, all for the sake of 
suffering for the Christ who emptied himself and suffered for us!

Now the word for 'tribulation' also means 'distress, troubles, hard 
circumstances, suffering.'

Paul has also learned the secret of suffering in this world; he can do all 
things through him who strengthens Paul. However! Paul knows also the profound 
comfort in the kindness of knowing the fellowship of believers who shares in 
his suffering.

In this life we live, one person's 'Katrina' becomes very quickly another's 
'Rita.' Suffering will come to everyone in many forms in one's life. How 
powerful it is to know the fellowship of suffering strengthened by God and 
experienced in gifts and presence by fellow believers. 

And how important it is for us to seek out Pauls in their suffering, knowing 
how powerful it is for them not to be alone in their suffering. The gifts we 
send and the presence we bring is indeed the very koinonia of the church and 
signs/reminders of the under girding strengthening of our Lord as well.

