WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:17-20
Philippians 4: [17] Not that I seek the gift; but I seek the fruit which increases to your credit. [18] I have received full payment, and more; I am filled, having received from Epaphrodi'tus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. [19] And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. [20] To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, may I all that I do this day be done for the 
glory of your Name. May I live this day in the fullness that comes in your 
relationship for me and my callings with those around me. Send me as your 
ambassador this day, in your Name, to serve and love in your Name on behalf of others 
whom you love. Hear my prayers this day for _________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

17 "Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to your 
account."

The New Revised Standard Version makes this verse a bit harder for me to 
understand. Paul is seeking profit? He's not seeking the gift but he wants the 
profit that accumulates in their account?

No, for me, the Greek's literal translation helps me. "Not that I seek the 
gift, but I seek the fruit that is growing/increasing to your word." Paul is not 
talking about desiring to make some profit, some advantage for himself. Paul 
is talking about the recognition of the fruit of the Spirit that the 
Philippians reveal in their generosity, their concern, their koinonia.

In Galatians Paul will write, "By contrast the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control."

In the Philippians 'word' of their giving and receiving in verse 15, Paul now 
speaks to the quality, the faith rich essence or the Spirit rich essence of 
their word.

It is a commercial phrase in the day of Paul, but Paul turns it from a legal 
metaphor to a description that is not about tit for tat, but overflowing 
fullness that goes back and forth in this relationship of koinonia in the Spirit of 
Christ!

So Paul is paid in full and has super abundance in their gift because it is 
more than just the commercial price, it is the sign of the koinonia in Christ! 
Their gifts are truly a sacrifice pleasing and acceptable to God. After all, 
chapter 2 of this letter was about a God who knows about making sacrifices, 
emptying divinity in order to rescue humanity.

19 "And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus."

Paul was 'fully satisfied' in verse 18. Now the Philippians will be 'fully 
satisfied' in the riches of Christ. But both the gifts of the Philippians and 
the gifts of God are from the riches of Christ Jesus our Lord! Paul seems to be 
saying that the riches of Jesus Christ are what bring fullness and 
satisfaction.

And instead of Paul moving the attention to his plight or moving his 
attention to the Philippians generosity that he might thank them, Paul instead moves 
the attention to giving glory to Christ, and to our God and Father.

Let the gifts of the Philippians for Paul be seen as offered to the glory of 
God! Let the riches of Christ that will return to the Philippians be seen as 
coming from the glory of God! Let the ministry of Paul whether in death or life 
be seen as lived in glory to the Name of Jesus Christ and God our Father!

Paul returns me to my proper focus in all that I do. In my calling as 
husband, as father, as son, as brother, as uncle, as neighbor, as friend, as 
colleague----they are all done for the glory of God, that God's Name may be glorified 
through them. For in seeking to live in such a way that I glorify the will and 
love of God in my callings I will honor and love and serve in a way that 
brings fullness and joy to those I am called to serve and love.

