WELCOME TO THE BISHOP’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILLIPPIANS!!

We encourage you to invite others to join us. Might as well practice a little of that ‘ambassador’ vision!

Just have them contact the study through: Worley@vasynod.org and they will have the study sent to them twice a week as well along with the readings from the Lutheran Confessions on Wednesday.

TEXT FOR TODAY: PHILIPPIANS 4:5B-7

Philippians 4: 

[5B] The Lord is at hand.

[6] Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
[7] And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, help me to trust that your promise is true, you 
are near. "Lo, I am with you always." This day, help me not to be anxious, 
even in the midst of all that is facing us as a world, as a nation, as a 
commonwealth, as a town, as a family, as a person, but in EVERYTHING by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let our request be made known to you, so that 
the peace of God which far surpasses all our human understanding, will finally 
keep our hearts and minds in YOU, O Lord. Send me as your ambassador this day. 
Hear my prayers this day for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have time and desire to read on J)

"The Lord is near!" "The Lord is close at hand; the Lord is upon you; the 
Lord is all around you."

This phrase appears to be the center of verses 4-7. We rejoice in the Lord 
because the Lord is near. 

Therefore, [vs 5]outwardly we will let Christ's humility/kindness/gentleness 
that is in us be know to all through us! THE LORD IS NEAR! So now [vs 6-7] 
inwardly, we will not become anxious about anything, but in prayer and 
thanksgiving with supplication we will make all our requests be made known to God, and 
the peace of God which passes all our understanding will keep OUR hearts and 
minds IN Christ Jesus!

"Do not be anxious in anything." Here Paul is seeking to console the 
Philippians by letting them know that with the Lord being near not to become anxious 
about THEIR condition/concerns/state in life/faith/God's relationship with them.

Interestingly, in Philippians 2:20, Paul speaks to the worth of Timothy with 
the exact same Greek verb, "I have no one like him who will be anxious/who 
will truly care about your welfare!" 

Personally turned inward, the verb becomes anxiety, turned outward the nuance 
turns to care for another.

It reminds me of Luther's treatise on "The Freedom of the Christian", where 
first Luther speaks to how Christ has given to us all that is his, all this is 
his divine, eternal life as an exchange for all that is ours in our mortal, 
broken lives. Therefore, not to be anxious about my life.

But then, after being set free from all powers of sin, evil, death, earthly 
powers, Luther speaks to our being in love, a slave to our neighbor's needs. 
Therefore, now to be caring for others' lives.

The way to overcome my self-absorption in MY anxiety seems to be that "in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made 
known to God."
It appears to me that now 'thanksgiving' that permeates every prayer and 
supplication helps to put all things properly in perspective! That is what jumps 
out at me. Giving thanks to God is the proper context for making prayers and 
supplications about my present anxiety due to the conditions of my present 
setting in life.

Psalm 30 says, "His anger is but a twinkling, his favor lasts a lifetime. 
Weeping lingers in the night, but joy comes at the dawn!" It is a psalm of 
thanksgiving from one who has known the absolute dark time of being 'in the pit', 
but it is a twinkling of time compared to the joys and eternity our Lord has 
rescued us for. It is not to diminish the present terror, harshness, cruelty, 
suffering; it is to allow the realities of our world to be acknowledged, but also 
our hope in our Lord's tomorrow and forever to be real as well. It is to know 
the cross's place of horror and suffering and death………….it is to know of 
our Lord's resurrection, and to hear the Lord's promise of OUR resurrection.

Luther writes, "This is the love of the cross, borne of the cross, that turns 
its direction NOT to where it may find the good and enjoy it, but is turned 
in the direction that it may CONFER the good upon the bad and needy person."

What also strikes me is that the proper setting for thanksgiving is to be set 
smack dab in the midst of prayer and supplication, as if to acknowledge that 
"all good things around us, are sent from heaven above. Then Thank the Lord 
for all his love.

So set all your anxieties upon the Lord in the context of thanksgiving 
through your prayers and supplication to God, "and the PEACE of God which passes all 
understanding will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!"

I'm banking on Paul's Jewishness here in this word, 'peace,' which means more 
than an absence of violence and distress. Rather, it is about 'shalom' the 
FULNESS of life lived under the saving, delivering, providing, sustaining, 
creating, loving presence of God!

But there is more, the Greek verb here is 'uperecho' which means "to 
surpass/to be of more value than/to be better than.

Now the basic form of that Greek verb is 'echo' which means 'to have/to 
hold/to posses.'

But this is 'uper' 'echo'-this preposition is where we get OUR English word 
'hyper' We are talking 'hyper' possessing/ 'hyper' holding on to!

First, the peace of God 'hyper' holds on to you!

Second, the peace of God surpasses/is of far greater value that our human 
understanding of peace!!

And this peace will hyper keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!!

All through my childhood and youth I heard my dad preach LOTS of times. Every 
sermon ended this way: "Now the peace of God which passes all understanding 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen." That was his closing. [Until 
I got older and wiser as a child and youth, it was truly good news because it 
meant the sermon was over!!]

It always seemed to me to be a closing comment to refer back to all that had 
been preached.

In the same way, Paul is offering this to his Philippian readers/listeners. 
They should hear these opening verses of chapter 4 from the perspective of all 
that has come before them in this letter, mostly in terms of the gentleness of 
the Christ who has emptied himself for us.

But a few years ago, in memorizing these verses, it suddenly dawned on me to 
put verses 6 and 7 together. The peace in verse 7 is the outcome for the 
anxieties that begin verse 6 if one is about thanksgiving in every prayer and 
supplication.  Read verses 6 & 7 as one thought, as 7 growing out of 6. And it IS 
possible because THE LORD IS NEAR!

