GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 1:28-32)

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind and to things that should not be done. 29 They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 They know God's decree, that those who practice such things deserve to die--yet they not only do them but even applaud others who practice them.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, this list of Paul traps me once again in the 
knowledge of my bondage to Sin. Help me not to dwell on my sin, but to dwell 
upon your forgiveness, Help me not to dwell on me at the center of all things 
with you revolving around me. Help me to see you as the source of all life 
and to seek to revolve around your life. For sins and Sin too profound to 
fathom, I ask your forgiveness. Send me as your forgiven ambassador to others 
in bondage in sin with the amazing Word of your forgiveness. Hear my prayers 
this day for ____________________. I do not want to practice this day what 
brings death. Send to me your Holy Spirit that what I do this day may bring 
others to Life. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

(Martin Luther often spoke of the "happy exchange" where Christ exchanged his 
life for our death, his righteousness for our sin, his immortality for our 
mortality, his joy for our despair.

In this section of chapter 1:18-32 Paul can speak of the "unhappy exchange" 
of people worshiping the creature instead of the Creator, of people 
exchanging the unnatural passions for the natural, and now for the mind to 
move from what is approved to what is disapproved so that they do what they 
should not do. Here for the third time, God "hands them over" to their will. 
It is the unhappy exchange of the heart, soul, and mind for the creature, the 
unnatural passions, the unapproved, rather than loving God with all one's 
heart, soul, and mind.)

28 "And since they did not see fit/approve to acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind and to things that should not be done/should be 
disapproved." (Very interestingly you have an "exchange" happening between 
the use of the verb "dokimo" -to test, examine, to approve with the use of 
the verb "adokimo"-to be worthless, corrupted, disqualified, disapproved. 
"God gave them up" is that verb phrase again, "God handed them over".

29 "They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, 
malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 
slanderers, God-haters, insolent haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
rebellious toward parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless." 
(Everyone of these Greek words has multiple meanings which just piles up the 
possible list of sins. To list them all would look like this:

"They were filled to overflowing with all evil, wickedness, hateful feelings, 
trouble, worry, evil intentions, greed, covetousness, sin, injustice, 
jealous, spiteful, full of strife, selfish rivalry, quarrels, fighting, 
distorting truth, falsifying truth, deceitful, treacherous, mean spirited, 
one who bears harmful gossip about another, slanderers, speaking evil of 
another, hating God, hateful to God, insolent persons, persons of insulting 
behavior, arrogant, prideful, boasters, one who schemes, disobedient, 
rebellious, without understanding, foolish, senseless, faithless, disloyal, 
lacking normal human affection, unmerciful."

I tell you, Paul annihilated me in my not worshiping God with all my heart. 
He annihilated me in my passions that exploit others. Now he annihilates me 
as I find myself once again identifying with so many of the depravities of 
the mind which reveal the thinking of a passionate worshipper of things less 
than God. There are so many things listed that I find myself very quickly 
moving from "I don't do that, I don't do that" to more and more, "I do that", 
"I do that", "I do that, too!" Even worse, "I think that, I think that, I 
think that, too…..almost all the time!"

It is not just the overt actions, it is the recesses of the mind, the back 
alleyways of the heart, the deep caves of our desires that Paul is talking 
about as well. We are without excuse.)

The result:

32 "They know God's decree, that those who practice such things deserve to 
die-yet they not only do them but even applaud others who practice them." 
(They know the judgment, the righteous deeds of God and that practicing these 
listed things is worthy of death. Here Lou Smith makes a good translation, 
this "belongs to the category of death." All the things listed in chapter 
1:18-32 is what death is all about! Therefore we even applaud our own death 
and condemnation! All that works against the reign of God brings death. The 
worshiping of the creature has led to unnatural passions of exploiting 
brothers and sisters and has led to mindless or willful acts that belong to 
the realm of death!

Like a pyramid of death this chapter has progressed:

Worship of creature

Unnatural passions that exploit one another

The listing of sins of the mind that becomes a list in English that can 
almost list 50 acts or intentions that bind us all under the power of Sin in 
just about all our actions!!!

If you have reached the end of chapter 1 saying. "Well, I may do this one bad 
thing or maybe two of these, but I am not like those folks", YOU MISSED THE 
POINT! Outside of God we are bound to practice the whole pyramid. Even in 
Christ, I find myself still not loving from the bottom of my heart, from the 
full depths of my soul, and from every willful thought in my mind. Quite the 
contrary! I live in fear of that condition that has a patient speaking 
exactly what they are thinking, feeling, believing without any constraints. 
That would be VERY revealing! This chapter helps me to see again and again 
that left to myself I am most assuredly in bondage to sin and cannot free 
myself.)


