GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY ROMANS 1:8-13)

8 while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 12 All who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God's sight, but the doers of the law who will be justified.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, thank you for your coming to serve, encourage, love, suffer, die, rise, ascend, hold us and heal us and assure us! I praise you that you are a Lord who comes to rescue, who comes to strengthen, who comes to assure. I give thanks for your Holy Spirit who calls us through the good news of your life. I thank you again this day for the rich gift of your Church, all those you have called, all those who confess you as Lord. Hear my prayers for them this day. Enable me to encourage others in the faith this day. Help me to see the service that I do this day as an act of worship in your Name. Send me as your ambassador to _________________________ that they might know the spiritual gifts that your Spirit brings for their living. I thank you for the joy of the Christian community this day. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you” (I give eucharist/thanksgiving to God through Jesus Christ. Luther writes, “This is the Christian and true way of praising people—not to praise people for their own sake but to praise God in them first and foremost and to attribute everything to Him.” I could do the same for you as well!)

“because your faith is proclaimed/made known throughout the world/cosmos.”  (First, this says something about our faith which is known in Papua New Guinea, in Slovakia, in Germany, in Tanzania, throughout the United States, but especially is known through your family, your workplace, your neighborhood. That we are ambassadors for Christ is something that our lives and words can confess and indeed become known by others around us. Here the faith of those in the congregation in Rome is known by Paul. Secondly, throughout Europe at the top of pulpits, altars, altar pieces, monuments, on the front of churches over their entrances one can often see God the Father and God the Son in conversation about the world below, about us below. Our faith is known throughout the cosmos and is known by God.)

9 “For God, whom I serve/worship in my spirit in the good news/gospel/glad tidings of his Son, is my witness that I always/constantly remember you in prayer” (I love that in the Greek or Hebrew the word can mean “to serve” or “to worship” In Psalm 100, Serve/worship the Lord with gladness!” Whether on Sunday in worship which is our service or whether on Monday in service which is our worship what we do is for our Lord and because of our Lord! I worship on Sunday! I serve on Monday! My worship on Sunday is an act of service to God. My service on Monday is an act of worship to God! The good news is to be shared on Sunday and Monday; the love for God and for neighbor is to be worshipped and served on Sunday and Monday.

“God is my witness that I constantly remember you in prayer” (This is a wonderful line for us. I seek to remember you constantly in my prayers and I ask for your prayers as well. How we need to remember one another and constantly pray for one another! Notice that Paul says that God is his witness! No ducking this one! May God be our witness of our always praying for one another.)

10 “asking/imploring/praying/begging that somehow it be possible in the will of God to come to you. 11 For I desire to see you, so that I might give/share/impart spiritual gifts with you to strengthen/make firm/establish/fix you. 12 so that we may be mutually strengthened/encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.”
(Now these words are golden for the life of the church! First we remember one another constantly in our prayers with God as our witness. Then we pray that we might come to see one another so that we might give/share/impart spiritual gifts with one another and might therefore strengthen and encourage one another! In this way, Paul recognizes that both may then be encouraged and strengthened in that praying and coming together and sharing and encouraging!!  How I have found these words to be true as I travel about the synod!! You have shared much faith with me and I have been greatly encouraged by the spiritual gifts you have given to me. I have sought to do the same with you.

This is what Dietrich Bonhoeffer is saying in his book, Life Together. There he speaks about how the Christ in person’s heart strengthens and encourages the faith in another’s heart. The weak in faith are strengthened and encouraged by those who are presently strong in faith.

How we need one another’s prayers, presence, spiritual gifts, and encouragement!!! The Church is not one grand competition among congregations but one grand community of sinful, separated Christians seeking to impart prayers, presence, gifts, and encouragement to one another in the Name of Jesus Christ, the source of life and love among us!!)

13 I want/desire you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often/frequently/repeatedly intended/planned/ purposed to come to you (though thus far have been prevented) in order that I may bear fruit among you as I have among the rest of the nations.” (Paul seems to be saying that it is not enough to ‘know of one another distantly’, but rather how important it is to actually come together. It is in the coming together that spiritual gifts are shared, the gospel is proclaimed to one another, the encouragement is spoken and seen in one another. What a difference to distantly hear of Bishop Kikasung in Papua New Guinea or to stand in his presence, hear him talk of his Lord, hear him encourage us in the faith. What a difference to distantly hear of Bishop Julius Filo of Slovakia or to hear him pray over a meal we share in his seminary in Brataslava and to hear him talk with passion about the mission of Jesus Christ!  What a difference to hear of the Lutheran World Federation General Secretary or to follow Ishamel as he walks the halls of the 100 offices telling the story of the hopes of the Lutheran World Federation in five continents. What a difference not to distantly hear of our Virginia Synod youth or congregations or pastors, but to share and talk face to face. I want you to know how often I plan/purpose to come to you.)

(Paul speaks to the rarified air there is in the Church where saints/sinners come together intentionally desiring to share spiritual gifts, the gospel, their prayers, to encourage and strengthen one another. How powerful a ministry it is for pastors and lay leaders to plan ever more ways to come together for that sharing!  Worship is that opportunity in its fullest!)

