GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 2:1)

Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others; for in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very same things.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, make me an instrument of your peace this day. I 
begin this day asking for your forgiveness for my not loving you with all my 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. A broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. You do good in your good 
pleasure unto me. You build me up as your child, as your ambassador by your 
Holy Spirit. Then you will be pleased with what I do this day in your Name. 
Hear my prayers this day, O Lord, for ____________________. Send me as your 
ambassador to ________________________. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good. For his mercy endures forever! Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

1 "Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others, for 
in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself because you, the judge, 
are doing the very same things." (In 1:20, Paul begins his section on the 
Gentiles by saying they "are without excuse" Now in 2:1 as Paul begins to 
turn to the Jew he says that they "are without excuse". The Greek word here 
sounds almost identical to "unapologetic". "When you judge/condemn another 
you judge/condemn yourself." "For you are doing/practicing what you 
judge/condemn." Now you need to remember that just one verse back, Paul used 
the same verb in saying, "those doing/practicing these things are worthy of 
death." Now he uses the same Greek verbs to talk about condemning those who 
practice the very same deadly stuff in that they judge/condemn others!! Lou 
Smith helps me see that the judging of others can be equally a part of the 
deadly business that is under the wrath of God! The judging/condemning of 
others is as divisive, separating, exchanging oneself as pure over those who 
are not. It is a deadly game.


Now in his commentary, Martin Luther talks for pages on this one verse. Let 
me share with you some excerpts:

This verse "can be more strikingly directed against those who hold offices in 
our times, who with a strange madness exercise severe judgment against those 
who are their subjects, and yet they themselves with impunity perpetrate not 
lesser crimes but much worse ones. These people the apostle calls and tries 
to awaken from their deep blindness."

"Or is it really true that, imitating Demodocus, we can say that princes and 
the powerful lords are of course not thieves and robbers but that they 
nevertheless do the things that thieves and robbers do?…Thus blessed 
Augustine in his book, On the City of God, says; 'What are the great empires 
but great dens of thieves?' And he adds the following story: 'When Alexander 
the Great asked a pirate who had become his prisoner of war what business he 
had to make the sea unsafe, the pirate in boldest defiance answered, 'What 
business do you have to make the whole world unsafe? To be sure, I do this 
with a small boat, and I am called a robber; but you do it with a huge fleet 
and are called an emperor for it.'…They are hanging the thieves and executing 
the robbers, and thus the big thieves acts as judges of the little thieves."

"With what profound blindness our spiritual princes (bishops, uh oh!) do the 
same and worse deeds even the children in the streets know. Luxury, ambition, 
ostentation, envy, greed, eating and drinking and a general unfaithfulness to 
God-all these do not seem to deserve judgment. They are in these things up to 
their necks. Any diminution of their privileges or income or any reduction 
of their pensions, as may sometimes happen among their subjects, they 
consider reason for the harshest judgment and penalty. What kind of 
thoughts, I ask you, could God have when he sees an ambition, greedy, 
immoderate bishop belabor his laity with all the thunderbolts of 
excommunication for a half florin? Will God not tell him, Do you suppose, O 
man, who judge those who do such things, and yet do them yourself, you will 
escape the judgment of God?"

"We call it shameless when a conceited person criticizes another conceited 
person, when one glutton rebukes another, or one miser snaps at another. This 
shamelessness is so obvious that it looks stupid and ridiculous even to 
fools, yet there is a strange blindness about it, so that very many people 
suffer from this plague. The less conceited criticizes the more conceited, 
and the more conceited the less conceited, the less greedy berates the 
greater misers, and so forth….But we are blind to our own mistakes, yet 
regular Arguses (In Greek mythology the giant Argus is described as having 
eyes all over his body, and he is called "All-seeing.") over against those of 
others."

"..this passage speaks about those people who think that they are holy and, 
as I said, are affected by sin that is different from the one they are 
judging. They act as if they were righteous because they do not do quite all 
the things other people are doing, and not rather as if they were unrighteous 
because they are doing some of the things which others are doing. They make 
so great a to-do about the good things they are doing that on account of them 
they cannot see their mistakes. It is of those people that the apostle is 
particularly speaking here. To teach that type of people and to correct them 
is an extremely difficult task…..This is well expressed by Augustine in the 
eighth chapter of On the Spirit and the Letter, where he says, 'They do the 
works of the Law according to the Letter without the Spirit, that is, from 
fear of punishment and from love of righteousness. With their will they would 
want to do something different if they could get by with it without 
punishment….They are doing in their minds what others are doing through their 
actions, and they would do them in their actions too if it were permitted.'"

SO! We judge those who worship the creature rather than the Creator. We judge 
those who exchange the unnatural passions for natural. We judge those who do 
and think things of the debased/worthless mind. Yet we, too, have GREAT 
problems with not loving God above all things, dealing with our passions, 
desires, fantasies, being filled with unkind, awful kinds of thoughts, 
schemes, and words.

If Paul would encircle and entrap all the unrighteous in the first chapter, 
his intent is now to encircle and entrap all the "righteous ones" as well!!! 
ALL FALL FAR SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD!!! And we still have to work our way 
through 3:20! Yikes!)


