GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 2:12-16)

12 All who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God's sight, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the law requires, these, though not having the law, are a law to themselves. 15 They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, to which their own conscience also bears witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them 16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you know my secret thoughts and desires better 
than I know them myself. I spend a great deal of my time suppressing them, 
repressing them, hiding them, covering them, wanting to deny them. There is a 
constant war of emotions and thoughts within that accuse and excuse me. I 
would just love to be able to "create magnificence" to tap all the divine 
spark that is within me, but all that is is a way of slapping on some very 
thick paint to hide the true depths of my separation from you. I hear in your 
gospel that you have come to free me from the bondage to deadly sin and evil. 
I don't want to live with my 'secrets thoughts and desires.' I want to live 
by your truth. I don't want you to know my darkness, but I desire to know 
your light. I pray for your judgment and death to the old, so that I might 
also receive your forgiveness and life. I pray for your healing. I pray for 
your life. I pray for your Holy Spirit to speak to me through your Word from 
a costly cross and a triumphant tomb. Hear my prayers this day for 
_______________________. Grant to me the privilege this day to be your 
ambassador to _______________________. Make me an instrument of your peace 
this day. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

12 "All who have sinned apart from the Law will perish apart from the Law, 
and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law." (Maybe to 
be a bit more graphic with the Greek let me point out that the words being 
used here are "nomos"-"law"- and "anomos"-"lawless or outside the law". Paul 
is wordsmithing here. The word for "judge" is "krino" which also means to 
"condemn". So how about this way of seeing the verse's wording: 

"For all who sin outside the law [anomos] perish/are lost outside the law 
[anomos], and all those who sin inside the law [nomos] are condemned through 
the law [nomos]." Paul is closing the door on everyone! The Jew would be 
those who live under the Law, the torah; the Greek or Gentile would be those 
who live outside the Law, the torah.)

13 "For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God's sight, 
but the doers of the law who will be justified." (I like a little better, 
"For not the ones hearing the law are righteous according to God, but those 
actually doing the law are righteous." It moves from the ears to the mind, 
to the eyes, to the heart, to the hands, and to the feet. I remember those 
powerful words, "If you want to know what you believe, see where your feet 
take you."

14 "When Gentiles, who do not possess/have the law, do 
instinctively/naturally what the law requires, these, though not having the 
law, are a law to themselves. 15 They show that what the law requires is 
written on their hearts, to which their own conscience also bear witness; and 
their conflicting thoughts will accuse or excuse them, on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret 
thoughts of all."

(Now the best way I can explain Paul's thoughts here is in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Here is a hated one outside the Law as the Jews regarded the 
Samaritans as outside the Law. When the Samaritan comes upon the beaten man 
left for dead, [Remember that the priest and the Levite who have "heard" the 
Law have already passed the beaten man and left him to die.] the Samaritan we 
are told was "moved with compassion. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I 
come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.'" 
The Law does not compel this Samaritan, but his natural compassion moves 
him to act in such a generous, long-suffering way. What Jesus describes about 
this Samaritan's actions is an overflow of generosity of time, expense, and 
effort. And it seems to come from the bowels, from the depths, from the 
bottom of the man's heart! It seems to come 'naturally", "instinctively", as 
if "written on his heart."
I remember the words from Jeremiah 31:33-34, "But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will 
be their God and they shall be my people."
This Samaritan's conscience bears witness to the compassionate love 
within the Samaritan-he acts according to the compassion.

Verse 16 reads, "in/on the day God judges the hidden [the secret thoughts and 
desires, what is at the bottom of the heart] of men according to my gospel 
through Jesus Christ." In my example of the Samaritan it would seem that what 
will be judged will not be how many denarii he spent, how many days he 
remained to help, how many steps he walked with the man riding on his donkey, 
but the depth of his compassion that sprung from the heart. Not what he did 
but what motivated him to act! Not the surface acts but what was at the 
bottom of his heart.

Is Paul saying that the gospel of Jesus Christ has to do with the judgment 
about the very depths of our hearts? This is what it is about? Not to what we 
do, but to where our heart clings, to the motivations of the heart that then 
give rise to our actions?

My gosh! Paul just continues to hammer away at me. What is truly going on at 
the very bottom of my heart, at the core of my motivations? Here is where the 
judgment is taking place. It is the judgment of the "krupto", the "hidden" 
that Paul is talking about here. The gospel comes to deal with that core, 
that heart, that part of me that needs to die so that someone else might be 
raised. Maybe what I need doesn't lie within myself; maybe to say it does is 
itself a deadly lie. Maybe what I desperately need is a word about a 
relationship outside of me. Not something hidden any longer, but someone 
universally proclaimed.

How much further till we finally get to 3:21!)



