GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
(TEXT FOR TODAY ROMANS 2:2-5)

(Romans 2) 2 You say, "We know that God's judgment on those who do such things is in accordance with truth." 3 Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you not realize that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I pray that you would soften my heart so that I might be your ambassador in service to you and so that I might hear the concerns and needs of my brothers and sisters around me.  So often my hard heart does neither but send me further away from you, your life, and from others. Help me to believe that I come alive when you are the center of all things than when I am the center of all things. Let me live upon your kindness/steadfast love so that through my kindness and love others might live as well and perhaps even hear about the goodness of your grace. Send me as your ambassador this day to _________________________. Hear my prayers for _______________. Do not abandon me, but fill my day with your Holy Spirit. Then I shall be a blessing for your world this day. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

2 “You say, ‘We know that God’s judgment on those who do/practice such things is in accordance with truth.”  (I like taking the progression of words in my Greek version, “But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth upon those practicing these things.” The first chapter ended with those unrighteous Gentiles “practicing” what brings about death. Chapter 2:1 began by pointing out that the righteous one is also bringing about death by “practicing” the very things he is judging others; he is also in the realm of death. Now in verse 2 Paul sums up both being judged/condemned according to their “practicing,” the “unrighteous” one and the “righteous” one!)

3 “Do you imagine/reckon/think, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do/practice such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgment of God?” (This verb for “practicing” appears for its fourth time! It is all under the realm of death! If your impure heart worships one thing and mine another, BOTH are practicing death. If your impure passion exploits one way and mine another, BOTH are practicing death. If your impure mind thinks one way and mine another, BOTH are practicing death. Just because I do not “practice” the same impurity does not mean that I am not also using my own heart, soul, mind in an equally impure way, “practicing” death.)

4 “Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you not realize that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” (How about this way of reading it? “Or do you despise/treat with contempt/think nothing of the riches of his kindness/grace/goodness/mercy and tolerance and patience/long-suffering” The Hebrew word often used for this Greek word is a covenant word that means “steadfast love” or “mercy”. How can you possibly despise the steadfast love of God? “Are you ignorant that the kindness/steadfast love of God is leading you/bringing you to repentance, to a different way of living?”  God is out to get you! Like a shepherd seeking a lost lamb; like the 23rd psalm, “surely goodness and mercy/steadfast love shall follow/pursue me, hunt me down all my life.” Like a thundering mountain and earthquake; like letting me experience the results/rewards of my actions/beliefs/follies/passions, God is out to drive me back home, to turn me around back home, to do what “repent” means literally, “to turn around and return.” If the love of the father is so weak that it can’t hold the prodigal son at home, the love of the father is so strong that the pain of the pigsty and the misery of famine can still drive the prodigal son home! God’s kindness is one way or another is meant to lead you to repentance!)

5 “But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.” (“BUT according to the stubbornness and obstinacy of your unrepentant heart you are storing up (hording/treasuring) for yourself wrath!” Now I just love the way Martin Luther describes the “hard” heart: “A heart is called hardened because it cannot be softened by well-doing, frightened by threats, corrected by punishment, or moved by promises.” Then Luther writes, “The righteous person, however, understands that even the severity of God is good for his salvation, for it breaks him down and heals him. “The Lord kills and brings to life.” (I Sam 2:6).”

God’s kindness/steadfast love is meant to turn us around; our hardened/obstinate heart means to drive us away. The hardened heart of the prodigal drove him from the house of his father with promises of fun and the easy life, but the treasure stored up through the parable is first loss of wealth, famine, loss of friends, hunger, starving in a pigsty, alone and miserable. 

In Star Wars, Luke Skywalker hears, “Come to the dark side, Luke.” Paul is trying to point out to his readers that they are already there! They are already practicing death so that they do not recognize “the force” at all; they do not know what brings life; they are trading darkened ways of thinking for enlightenment.

Paul speaks to a coming time when right judgment will come, when everything will be set right according to the will of God. The hardened heart of the impious Gentile can regard the coming judgment of God as false, distant, as unconcerned of it as the grasshopper of the coming winter in the Aesop fable. The hardened heart of the pious one can long for the punishment of God upon the impure while being unaware of the wrath he has stored up as well.

These verses soften my judging the motives of others while sharpening my own asking for forgiveness. It places my hope in the kindness of God and not the blessedness of my actions. They lead me to repentance, in wanting to turn around. How far better it is to feel the warmth of grace upon my returning face than to feel the hot wrath upon my leaving back.)

