GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
ROMANS 2:25-29)
25 Circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law; but if you break the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 So, if those who are uncircumcised keep the requirements of the law, will not their uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then those who are physically uncircumcised but keep the law will condemn you that have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 28 For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision something external and physical. 29 Rather, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the heart--it is spiritual and not literal. Such a person receives praise not from others but from God.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, "create in me a clean heart and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with 
your Spirit." Hear my prayers this day for _________________________. Send 
me as your ambassador to my family, to my colleagues, to my neighbor and 
especially to _________________. By your Spirit let my words and actions be 
done not by the letter of your Law, but by the love of your Spirit this day. 
Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on)



Dr. Moyer writes, "Circumcision demanded obedience to the law. If they broke 
the law, then circumcision was of no value to them.
What a change of viewpoints Paul suggests! Those (gentiles) who are 
physically uncircumcised but keep the law will condemn you (Jews) who have 
the law and circumcision but break the law! Here Paul sees obedience as 
evidence of salvation, not the other way around, that obedience produces 
salvation." Your being obedient to God's will is a sign that God's will is 
already within you, rather than doing good deeds will lead to God's will 
being known to you.

Martin Luther writes, "I answer that the whole task of the apostle and of his 
Lord is to humiliate the proud and to bring them to a realization of this 
condition, to teach them that they need grace, to destroy their own 
righteousness so that in humility they will seek Christ and confess that they 
are sinners and thus receive grace and be saved."

The only phrase I would change abit for greater uumph: vs 29, "but the one 
who is Jewish in hidden or secret, and has the circumcision of the heart in 
spirit and not by the letter, that one is praised/commended/approved not from 
men but from God."

About vs 29, Luther writes, "This is the same thing as the Lord says about 
the self-righteous in Matt. 23:5 "They do all their deeds to be seen by men." 
External righteousness wins praise from people, but rebuke from God. Inner 
righteousness wins praise from God and rebuke and persecution from people. 
For the Latter looks foolish or even unrighteous to people, but the former is 
foolish in the eyes of God and double dose of unrighteousness.
Therefore, the lesson is this: He who has not yet escaped the praise of 
men and has not suffered shame, rebuke, and persecution."

Let me sum up with Thomas Wright, "Paul sets out two types of 'Jew.' The 
section began with 'the Jew' that claims that name, and that calls Torah and 
God to witness it. Paul now transfers the name, and the validation, to a 
different group…Literally, what he says is, 'For the one in visibility is not 
a Jew, nor is the one in visibility [in the flesh] circumcision; but the one 
in secret is a Jew, and circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit not the 
letter.'..The name 'Jew,' and the attribute 'circumcision,' belong to the 
secret/heart/spirit people, not to the visibility/flesh/letter people……God 
has done, in Jesus and the Spirit, what he had promised; the result is the 
creation of the people of the new covenant…..This new covenant people, the 
ones who fulfill Torah whether or not they are circumcised, the ones who 
carry the covenant marks on their hearts rather than in their flesh-this 
people show that they have the right to the name 'Jew' because 'their praise 
is not from humans, but from God.' Paul is alluding to, rather than making, a 
pun that would be obvious to an educated Jew; in Hebrew the word 'Judah' 
means 'praise.' They receive the name 'Jew', in other words, from God, as a 
gift of grace. These are the ones who can now 'celebrate in God.")


