GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.
(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 2:6-11)

6 For he will repay according to each one's deeds: 7 to those who by patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I see in these verses how my own goodness comes 
up against your divine goodness. I see how far short my 'rightness' is but a 
shadow of your beaming, radiating right! I find myself in a world that is 
coming closer and closer to separating even further from one another. I hear 
more and more of borders where good and evil, right and wrong are being 
drawn. Thank you for being a God who emptied himself to join your life with 
mine; not to separate from my unholiness, but to make me holy out of your 
love and to send me back into your world in your Name. These verses make me 
think again about my own "righteousness", but to see how greatly I miss the 
mark of being the one you would have me be. Yet you forgive and love me, died 
for me, was raised for me, all that you might exchange your life, 
immortality, joy, and hope for my death, mortality, fear, and despair. 
Therefore, send me as your ambassador this day to____________________. Hear 
my prayers for ___________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

6 "For he will repay according to each one's deeds: 7 to those who by 
patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life, 8 while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the 
truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and fury." (Paul continues to talk 
to the "righteous" one about the "righteous" judgment of God. This was the 
one who was ready to judge/condemn others, who was fairly certain of his/her 
own righteous living.-see 2:1)

"For he will repay according to each one's deeds:" (or "Whoever!, he will 
repay/return/reward each according to that one's works:" Now the righteous 
one is often looking at their "works", what they do in public, how they act 
among others. Paul, however, just finished talking about the "inner life" 
missing the mark-the heart, passions, and mind. Paul is not going to start 
listing the "righteous" acts, but rather he continues to look at God's 
judgment from the inner life, what truly motivates actions. I might very well 
avoid doing "unrighteous" acts in public, but my inner loves, passions, 
thoughts are very often VERY far from "righteous"!!!!!)

"to those who by patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, he will give eternal life," (I like Lou Smith's rendering of 
this section, "To those who by patiently doing/working good, seek/search 
after eternal life, he gives glory, honor, and immortality." It is the 
seeking after eternal life, it is the "soul seeking". It is a "doing/working 
good" that comes from an inner desire to seek the eternal life.)

"while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but 
wickedness, there will be wrath and fury." ("but those who are self-seeking/ 
have selfish ambition" Not seeking the life and will of God but self-seeking, 
seeking to really have one's own righteousness affirmed, acknowledged, 
publicly recognized. Literally, "who disobey the truth and obey the 
untruth/wickedness." The righteous one is not as much loving God as loving 
the way that the righteous one is living; he is pleased with his reputation 
as a "righteous" one. He is not seeking God and God's truth, he is 
self-seeking and really seeking a lower truth, the establishment of his own 
righteousness that is at the core rather wicked, after all! It can lead one 
to say as in Jesus' parable about the Pharisee, "I thank thee Lord that I am 
not like this publican." (Luke 18:11) The truth of God is how the utterly 
righteous God comes to bind himself to the unrighteous. The untruth of this 
"righteous" one is to separate himself from all "those" who are so 
"unrighteous." The Pharisee in Jesus' parable will not associate with the 
publican, while Mother Theresa will be spend her life touching and caring for 
and among the "untouchables" in Calcutta.)

9"There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew 
first and the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 
good, the Jew first and also the Greek." ("Troubles and distresses upon all 
of the soul/the life of the man who does evil." Paul may be saying that 
troubles come upon the life of one who does evil, but the word is the word 
that also means "the soul". This would also add the more inner idea as well. 
The outwardly "righteous" one whose inner soul is not doing good, will reap 
the same troubles and distresses that the outwardly "unrighteous" does as 
well. In chapter 1:16 the gospel, the power of God, has come to the Jew first 
and also the Greek. Now the judgment of God is spoken of as coming to the Jew 
first and also the Greek. No one is spared the coming judgment upon the 
"heaped up wrath" of a heart, soul, and mind not seeking God but 
self-seeking.-----I got to tell you that I am not feeling very good about 
myself right now! Nor about my chances on my own righteousness!!----And I was 
feeling so good about my "respectability" this morning on my way to work, 
too!! Thank goodness I wasn't like…… All that does is separate me from 
them, me, one who worships a God who comes to exchange immortality, eternal 
life, divine righteousness with the likes of me. The God who judges all is 
the same God who comes for all, seeking us while we are still basically at 
the core of our hearts, wills, and minds, self-seeking.)

11 "For God shows no partiality." (That is a powerful statement to me! 
Without the Christ, I stand before a God with only my heart, my will, my 
mind, my life; I stand before a God who shows no partiality! Now in civil 
court that is just great! When I am to stand before the Judge myself it is 
absolutely terrifying. To show no partiality is to cut no slack; it is guilty 
or not guilty, it is right or wrong. Surely God will give me a break….but 
then, you see, I am showing myself partiality! Now I understand the psalmist 
in Psalm 115 even more profoundly, "Not to us, not to us, O Lord, but to your 
Name give glory!" Let the rightness of your judgments be known throughout 
your universe. Not for me, but for your glory, show no partiality…..but then 
come the words from Psalm 30, "I said in my prosperity, 'I will never be 
moved.' By your favor you had established me as a strong mountain. You hid 
your face and I was terrified. To you, O Lord, I cried. To the Lord I made 
supplication. 'What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness?"

How to get partiality from a God who shows no partiality? I am going to need 
it, if I am falling short of the glory of God……and I am most certainly daily 
falling short of the glory of God!)



