GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 3:1-4)

(Romans 3) Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much, in every way. For in the first place the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaithful? Will their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true, as it is written, "So that you may be justified in your words, and prevail in your judging."



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I thank you for the gift of this new day, 
especially with the gift of rain to renew the earth. I ask that your Word and 
Holy Spirit would renew me as well this day. What an advantage for my daily 
living I have in your gospel about the love of God for us all! Let my life 
this day be lived faithfully, and may I speak of you with truth this day. And 
though I be a liar, yet I know that you are truth. By your Spirit enable me 
to live upon and within your truth. Send me this day as your ambassador to 
_______________. Hear my prayers this day for _________________. By these 
verses through your Spirit, enable my words and actions with family, 
colleagues, clients, friends to be a faithful witness to you. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

1"Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?" 
(Paul has argued in chapter 2 that one who claims ethnic heritage or outward 
signs as guarantees of "righteousness" or automatically being "in a right 
relationship with God" ought to reconsider the heart of their own motivations.

Dr. Moyer writes, "After what seems to be Paul's effort to tear down the very 
foundations of the Jewish faith in 2:17-29, that is, the law and 
circumcision, Paul now tries to face up to the objections that will be raised 
to his position.
So he asks, 'Is there any value in being a Jew?" Does the physical mark that 
the Jew possesses in his own body have any worth?" The logical answer is 'No, 
certainly not!' based on those previous positions in 2:17-29." Well in 
chapter 4 Paul will point to Abraham, their father, called to be a blessing 
to the world.

2 "Much, in every way. For in the first place the Jews were entrusted with 
the oracles of God." (Lou Smith helps me render the Greek in this way, "It 
qualifies in touching systematically everything! For chiefly/majorly, the 
very words of God have been entrusted to them!" The New Revised Standard 
Version has "oracles" instead of "words." This Greek phrase is found only 
here in Paul's letters. Wright writes, "The Jews were 'entrusted' with 
messages for the world; not simply with Torah itself, but through their 
living under Torah, with words of instruction, of life and light, for the 
Gentile world. They were to be God's messengers." 

Dr Moyer writes, "The value that Paul sees in this relationship with God, 
while it did not protect them from God's judgment, had to do with their 
responsibility under the covenant, rather than giving them unquestioned 
security. They were to be the 'custodians' of the revelation of God that had 
been given to no other nation. What a privilege the Jews had been given that 
was to be shared with all of creation."

3 "What if some were unfaithful? Will their faithlessness nullify the 
faithfulness of God?" (Here we can see that Paul is speaking not just about 
individuals but the whole nation. We need to go back again and read the 
verses in chapter 2 that we might have only read as addressing individuals as 
well. 

Dr. Moyer: "If God's people are unfaithful, does that mean God is unfaithful? 
We might find that question put in a different way in our minds. If 
Christians today follow practices that are clearly an offense to the 
revelation of God, does that mean that God agrees with-approves-that 
practice? It is not necessarily true that what those outside the Christian 
faith see in us is true of God. Our unfaithfulness to God in any respect does 
not mean that God's faithfulness is called into question."

But also, most importantly, GOD'S faithfulness is not conditioned by our 
unfaithfulness!

4 "By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true, as it is 
written, 'So that you may be justified in your words, and prevail in your 
judging.'" 

(I like Dr. Moyer's words here: "Paul's reaction is a violent. "absolutely 
not!" Paul quotes from Psalm 116:11, 'I said in my consternation, 'everyone 
is a liar.' Paul seems to be saying, 'Even if everyone in this world were a 
liar, God would still speak and uphold that which is true.' God must remain 
God. Nothing that humans can do will be able to change that!"

Since the line leading into the quote from Psalm 51:4 is about lies and 
truth, we might translate the last part of the quoted verse, "so that you 
may be justified in your words and vindicated in your judging." This also 
reminds me of how Psalm 51 ends, "You do good in your good pleasure unto 
Zion; you build the walls of Jerusalem. Then you will be pleased with the 
sacrifices of righteousness." It is God who does the good and builds the 
walls and is justified in God's words and vindicated in righteousness.

For me now as a Christian, as one "grafted in to share the rich root of the 
olive tree" (Romans 11:17) I find these verses speaking to me as well. What 
about my faithfulness? What about my truthfulness about the truth of God? By 
looking at my life will others wonder about the life-transforming power of 
God that we profess? Probably so! But we live not because of my faithfulness, 
but because of God's faithfulness! And yet, we have the privilege of sharing 
the truth of the gospel, and therefore, there may be times when our witness 
in word and deed is truly a faithful witness to the truth of God! Though the 
thoughts of my hearts and even the deeds of my hands and mouth are lies to 
the gospel, nevertheless God is truth and the judgments of God will be 
vindicated when all is revealed. In a time when truth seems to be becoming 
more and more relative, these verses speak to the veracity of our God. When 
Jesus says in the gospel of John, "I am the way, the truth, and the life.", 
he offers us a lighthouse and a foundation for our living. "Though everyone 
is a liar, let God be proved true!"




